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v/ CONVENIENT HOURS
Friday, Saturday and Evening appointments available.

v WE ACCEPT HEALTHY MICHIGAN INSURANCE
FOR KIDS & HEALTHY MICHIGAN THRU
DELTA DENTAL FOR ADULTS

v/ CONVENIENT SERVICES

All treatment under one roof - Children and Adults,
Single Visit Crowns, Root Canals, Wisdom Teeth Extractions,
Implants, Invisalign & more.

v PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

MODERN FACILITY
With the latest technology.

175 W. VAN RIPER ROAD, FOWLERVILLE, MI
FOWLERVILLEDENTAL.COM

The recipients of the FHS Athletic Ironman Award were Brayden Packer, Dylan Soli, McKenna Maybee Ella OIrich and
Shyann Nogafsky.

Fowlerville High School
holds Senior Honors Night

Fowlerville High School held its Annual Senior
Honors Night on Wednesday, May 6, at the Alverson
Center for Performing Arts. Over $30,000 in local
scholarships were awarded during the program.

The Top 8 seniors were introduced. The rest of the
seniors who will be graduating summa cum laude
were recognized, having obtained a 3.9 or higher
grade-point-average, followed by recognition of
seniors who belong to the National Honor Society.

A total of 47 seniors received a scholarship or
some form of special recognition during the evening.
The Ironman Award was also presented to those
seniors who played on a team for each of the three
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high school.
High School Principal Nick Zajas emceed the = %C\\G\{l\‘s"\“) ij

event. Receiving the Bank of Ann Arbor Scholarship was Alaina Espinoz.
See pages 4-9 for more coverage.  She is shown here at right with presenter Kristi Redford.
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GEC HOMEWORKS

Plumbing - Electrical - Light Carpentry
Repair work only - 40+ Years Experience

517-404-7561

G &D Lock & Key
Residential, Light Commercial & Padlocks

23 Years Experience « Reasonable Rates
Visa - Mastercard

Switch and save an average of

480

Talk to me about saving more
than pocket change.

Get to a better State”.

Get State Farm.

CALL ME TODAY.

Katie Pikkarainen, Agent
215 E Grand River Avenue
Fowlerville, Ml 48836
Bus: 517-223-4173
katie.pikkarainen.rala@statefarm.com

8:30t0 5:30 M-F

o StateFarm

*Average annual per household savings based on a 2010 national survey
of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

1201245 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, L

losco Township
Notice of Zoning Board of
Appeals Meeting
June 3rd, 2026, 7:00 P.M.
losco Township Hall
2050 Bradley Rd.,
Webberville, Ml 48892

The losco Township Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will be holding a meeting at 7:00 P.M. on
Wednesday June 3rd, 2026, to review a petition
for a zoning variance for the following:

A petition has been filed by Tim Caudill, 370
S. Truhn Rd., Fowlerville, MI 48836, Property ID
# 4709-01-200-018, for a variance of the losco
Township Zoning Ordinance at the property ref-
erenced above that would allow for a reduction
in the side yard setback from the required 50 feet
to 15 feet for the construction of an accessory
structure.

The Public has the right to appear before the
Zoning Board to express their views and opin-
ions on the request. Written comments should
be sent to the Township at the mailing address
above, Attention: Harold Browning, ZBA Chair.

Julie Dailey
losco Township Clerk
(5-10-26 FNV)

—Area Deaths—

Thomas F. Higby, M.D.

It is with heavy hearts that the family of Thomas F.
Higby, M.D., announces his death on April 26th (1932-
2026). Dr. Higby was a longtime resident and physician
from Fowlerville, MI.

Tom grew up in Wyandotte, MI, where his family
operated Higby’s Drug Store, with his father Warren
J. Higby, Sr. as the pharmacist, and his mother Helen
(Kimball) Higby baking pies, serving as business
manager, and working the counter. He attended Theodore
Roosevelt High School, where he developed lasting
bonds and attended reunions with longtime neighborhood
friends until his final year.

Dr. Higby’s medical career spanned years of great
change and innovation in the medical sciences and
delivery of health care services. He graduated from
University of Michigan Medical School in 1958, and
following a local internship, became the General Practice
partner with Dr. Fred Hauer, M.D., in Fowlerville.
Carrying his dome-shaped leather medical bag gifted to
him upon graduation from Medical School by his two
brothers, Dr. Higby began the first leg of his lengthy
career providing house calls to families around Livingston
County and serving patients at the general practice office
on Fowlerville Road. Dr. Higby (or “Doc” as many called
him) delivered babies, conducted surgeries, served as an
anesthesiologist, worked in the Emergency Room at the
McPherson Community Health Center in Howell, and
he found time to be the doctor for Fowlerville’s football
team on game nights. He led the charge to end smoking
by the physicians and others at the hospital, a challenging
position to take at the time. In the 1980’s Dr. Higby
charted the final leg of his career by founding Ready Care,
an early example of emergency walk-in clinics that are
now common, with partner Dr. Frank Detterbeck, M.D.
Later, during retirement in his 80’s, Dr. Higby authored
34 essays about the history of various medical practices,
which he referred to as “Memoirs of a Small Town Doc:
Tom Higby.” His writings covered topics ranging from

appendicitis to diabetes to immunizations, and most were
published in his local newspaper.

Tom was a consummate life-long learner and teacher.
Among his many interests were fine woodworking,
antiquing, gardening and growing exotic plants, reading,
music, linguistics, and travel. His accomplishments were
many, and only a few will be detailed here. As a self-
taught fine woodworker, he carved birds and figures, and
made Windsor chairs, treasure chests, trunks, cabinets,
and music stands. A spinning wheel he made was featured
in Fine Woodworking Magazine. His love of music and
bands began at a young age (cornet, trumpet, and drum
major at Roosevelt HS), continued with his involvement
in the University of Michigan Marching Band as a
student, and later for many years in the Livingston County
Concert Band (cornet, baritone horn). Tom’s interests in
travel provided many adventures for his family, with
several four-week camping and hiking adventures to the
Western states, canoe trips to Algonquin Provincial Park,
and countless weekend and day trips that involved public
gardens, museums, and historic sites.

Tom was predeceased by his beloved wife Helen M.
Higby (Vogt), who died the day before their 62« wedding
anniversary in 2017. His survivors include children Daniel
T. Higby, Adrian, MI; Susan M. Higby (Mark S. Waskow),
Barre, VT; David B. Higby (the late Kelly Whalen Higby),
Gaines, MI, and grandchildren Mackenzie, Alexandra,
and Dorian; and Carolyn B. Violetta (Scott), Fowlerville,
MI, and grandchildren Dominick and Ian. Tom was also
predeceased by his two brothers Warren J. Higby and Paul
K. Higby, both of whom served in WWII.

There are no words that can encapsulate the influence
of this great man on his family, friends, and community.
We are grateful to have experienced his love, wisdom, and
curiosity, and will carry this forward throughout our lives.

Thoughtful donations and participation in his memory
are encouraged to: Livingston County Concert Band and
the ACLU of Michigan. Those wishing to express online
condolences may do so at: borekjennings.com

Michigan DNR Fishing Tips—
Lures with bright colors effective

in slightly stained water

In May, slightly stained water in Michigan makes bright,
high-visibility colors effective. Chartreuse, orange, and
fire tiger often trigger
strikes, while chrome
or silver works well
in clearer water. Start
bright, then switch to
more natural tones if
the bite slows or water
clarity improves.
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FRIENDLY, HONEST SERVICE
ANDY SHOWERMAN, OWNER

YOUR FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR SHOP
O1L CHANGES, TUNE UPS, BRAKES, ROUTINE MAINTENANCE,
TIRE REPLACEMENT & BALANCING, SUSPENSION, EXHAUST,

S H DW E R M AN’S ELECTRICAL, ALIGNMENTS, TRANSMISSION REPAIR, A/C & HEAT,

HEAVY ENGINE REPAIR, DIAGNOSTICS, DIESEL VEHICLES & MORE

ASE MASTER CERTIFIED & STATE OF MICHIGAN MASTER CERTIFIED

115 SOUTH ANN STREET ¢ (517) 223-7930 « showermansgarage.com

OUR ACCREDITATIONS:

2 GM WORLD CLASS TECHNICIANS
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Historical Corner:
Livingston Centre Historic Village
having spring clean-up on May 13th

The Livingston Centre Historic Village will be the
site of the annual spring clean-up on Wednesday, May
13th. Volunteers from local groups and businesses will be
contributing both time and services. Individuals are invited
to join in this effort to beautify the grounds of the Village;
showing pride in both businesses and homes of the past, as
did the original occupants.

Also, the volunteer team is asking for any extra perennials
you may have as you begin your own garden work and thin
some of your plants. If any of your garden plants need new
homes, please remember your local Historic Village---they
will beautify the Village as the 2026 season begins. Your
extras can be left at the Fowlerville Fair office, prior to Tues.,
5/12. for planting around the historic structures.

Thank you for your support and for hands-on efforts to
improve the Historic Village and to strengthen this community
by honoring its history. Further information can be requested
by emailing FowlervilleHistory@gmail.com

Don’t forget to check out the website of the Fowlerville
District Library. On Thurs., May 14, 6:00 pm, a creative
program will be held for making patriotic banners, celebrating
our nation’s 250 years of independence (registration is
required) and the Writer’s Group will meet at 11:00 am on
Fri., May 15 where you can document your own history. The
Carnegie Library in Howell also hosts a writing program
called Memoirs, Etc on the 2nd Wed. of each month at
10:00am where you can chronicle and share your history.



Fowlerville Village Manager Kathryn Rajala-Gutzki
shows off the splash pad. This is a major feature of
the improvement project that's been going on at the
Community Park. Once the hot weather arrives, the
space promises to be a popular place.

Fowlerville Community Park to re-open
this Friday, May 15, after completion

of major improvement project
By Steve Horton

After being closed to the public since last July, the
Fowlerville Community will re-open this Friday, May 15,
with the completion of a major improvement project.

The project’s key features include a new splash pad and
updated playground equipment at the park’s front entrance, a
redesigned parking area, and the addition of eight pickle-ball
courts on the south side.

The former playground equipment has been relocated
closer to the ball fields, while ten pieces of fitness equipment
have been installed at intervals along the paved walking
path. Improvements also include an expanded and upgraded
parking lot near the ball fields as well as the creation of a
designated quiet area within the park.

This extensive project has been made possible through a $2
million “Public Gathering Spaces” grant from the Michigan
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Economic Development Corporation, along with a $500,000
contribution from the Village.

The opening will be the culmination of efforts by
Fowlerville Village Manager Kathryn Rajala-Gutzki and
other local officials that began with submission of a grant
application to the MEDC in early 2023 that outlined a variety
of potential improvements, followed by a community survey
to help refine those plans.

“The splash pad was one of the most popular ideas,”
Rajala-Gutzki noted.

Due to its high cost, a planned restroom and pavilion
building had to be pulled from the project. “However,
additional features such as potential changing areas near the
splash pad, are planned once the grant is completed,” Rajala-
Gutzki said, adding that “The Village also intends to add more
amenities over time, including the eventual construction of
the restroom pavilion.”

Due to grant requirements, the park had to be closed to
the public during construction, temporarily halting access to
the walking path, ball fields,

SHAWN KELLEY
REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON,
LAND SPECIALIST

LICENSED IN MICHIGAN

U 517.212.1973

( 217.285.9000

@ shawn.kelley@whitetailproperties.com

SCAN THE QR CODE TO VIEW MY LISTINGS
LIC. IN MI - EDMUND JOEL NOGASKI, BROKER- BROKER PHONE NUMBER 231.330.4107
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and the sledding hill.

See article in the current
edition of the 2026
Fowlerville Community
& Business Guide’ that
includes the history of
the park that opened on
Memorial Day 1967 and
additional details on the
Improvement Project.

120 Hale Street
FOWLERVILLE

517-223-9115
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LIVINGSTON FEED & SEED

WE WANT TO BE YOUR FEEDSTORE!
www.livingstonfeedandseed.com

L

MON-FRI 8AM - 5:30PM

Hours:
SAT 8AM - 2:00PM

Plank
Flooring.

*»

Our next Chick Day

© is June 9th.
"Orders are due by May 22nd

New dry dog food in stock:

Wholesomes - available in 3 formula
types and a variety of flavors:
~Sensitive Skin & Stomach
~Grain Free ~Grain Inclusive
New dry cat food - Wholesomes Ultimate
for sensitive skin & stomach

“Follow Us On Facebook™

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Residential & Commercial
Owner, Steve Parrish

ADURA WUMAX MOHAWK

parrishcarpet.com

(517) 223-2420
parrishcarpet@gmail.com

“Over 30 Years In Business”

Expert Installation
by Local Installers

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES!

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 5PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 2PM

SUNDAY & MONDAY - CLOSED
9225 W. Grand River, Fowlerville, Ml 48836
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MULLICAN

FLOORING
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SUMMA CUM LAUDE
STUDENTS — Bailey Armstrong,
Maria Beach, Kamryn Bodley,
Isabel Cox, Alexis Demers,
Spencer Drummond, Aubrey
Feldt, Lila Gillies, Rhea
Hesselgrave, Anna Horne,
Maria Kilpela, Grace Miller,
McKenna Moulton, Kylie Rea,
Tessa Smith, Jason Smyczynski
and Grant Wilkinson.

Not pictured: Katherine Clark.

Fowlerville High School
holds Senior Honors Night

Fowlerville High School held its Annual Senior Honors
Night on Wednesday, May 6, at the Alverson Center for
Performing Arts. Over $30,000 in local scholarships were
awarded during the program.

The Top 8 seniors were introduced. The rest of the seniors
who will be graduating summa cum laude were recognized,
having obtained a 3.9 or higher grade-point-average were
also recognized, followed by recognition of seniors who
belong to the National Honor Society.

A total of 47 seniors received a scholarship or some form
of special recognition during the evening. The Ironman
Award was also presented to those seniors who played on a
team for each of the three sports season of the school year for
all four years of high school.

High School Principal Nick Zajas emceed the event.

Top 8 Graduates: Maria Beach (Valedictorian), Anna
Horne (Salutatorian), Isabel Cox, Alexis Demers, Rhea
Hesselgrave, Maria Kilpela, Mckenna Moulton, and Grant
Wilkinson.

Other Summa Cum Laude Graduates: Bailey
Armstrong, Kamryn Bodley, Katherine Clark, Spencer
Drummond, Aubrey Feldt, Lila Gillies, Grace Miller, Kylie
Rea, Tessa Smith and Jason Smyczynski.

National Honor Society Graduates— Maria Beach,
Isabel Cox, Alexis Demers, Spencer Drummond, Olivia
Highhouse, Anna Horne, Mariah Kirby, Grace Miller,
Mckenna Moulton, Kylie Rea, and Tessa Smith.

Christopher M. Collins Memorial Scholarship—Alaina
Espinoza, Rhea Hesselgrave, Isabel Cox, Grant Wilkinson,
Dylan Soli, and Carter Campbell.

George & Ilah Mae Damman Scholarship— Spencer
Drummond

Ardale L. Allshouse Memorial
Nursing— Kylie Rea and Maria Kilpela

Bank of Ann Arbor Scholarship— Alaina Espinoza

Orson A. Rose, Post 215, American Legion
Scholarship— McKenna Maybee & Castiel Buckner

Brody Danger Rocco Memorial Scholarship—Angelina
DeslJardins

Joseph Lee Smith Memorial Scholarship— Dylan Soli

Carrie M. Kunde Memorial Scholarship— Taylor
Drenchen

Lizabeth Childs Memorial Scholarship for Science—
Adisyn Grimm

Fowlerville Food & Nutrition Scholarship—Connor
Stankov

Frank Abbott Scholarship— Kailee Fitchpatrick

Margaret VanGorder Scholarship—Mckenna Moulton
& Jennifer Irani

FHS Alumni Scholarship—Olivia Highhouse, Matlyn
Lawson, Carter Davison and Maria Kilpela

FHS Alumni-Winegar—Lilah Finley

FHS Alumni- Cameron Family—Tessa Smith &
Makenna Archibald

The Gordon & Gladys Harmon Scholarship Award—
Isabel Cox

FHS Student Council Scholarship—Mariah Kirby &
Michaela Gulledge

Fowlerville Board of Education Scholarship—Taylor
Drenchen & Erik Helminen

Fowlerville Education Association Scholarship—Grace
Miller

Fowlerville Athletic Boosters Scholarship—McKenna
Maybee, Tessa Smith, Grant Wilkinson & Carter Davison

Dan Krebs Memorial Scholarship—Makenna Archibald

Scholarship for

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY STUDENTS — Maria Beach, Alexis Demers, Olivia Highhouse, Anna Horne, Mariah
Kirby, Grace Miller, Mckenna Moulton, Kylie Rea and Tessa Smith. Not pictured; Isabel Cox and Spencer Drum-
mond.

CHRISTOPHER M. COLLINS MEMORIAL SCHOLARS

L

HIP — from left; Dylan Soli, Isabel Cox, Grant Wilkinson,

presenter Nancy VanHorn, presenter Conor Collins, Alaina Espinoza, Carter Campbell and Rhea Hesselgrave.

Livingston County Scholarship—Bailey
Armstrong

Fowlerville Rotary Service Award—Jeremiah Rees &
Anna Horne

Fowlerville Rotary Trade School Award—Riley Stearns

Fowlerville Rotary Athletic Scholarship—McKenna
Maybee & Carter Davison

Phibbs Family “Good Kid”
Murphy

Debbie Bailey Class of 1971 Memorial Scholarship for
Women in Science—Alexis Demers & Maria Beach

Jerry Motz Memorial Agricultural Scholarship—
Jennifer Irani

Pam Motz Memorial Art Scholarship—Ashlyn Dean

Scott Motz Memorial Agricultural Scholarship—Lilah

Spartans

Scholarship—Kaley

Finley & Spencer Drummond

The Baker Award for Diverse Students—Rhea
Hesselgrave

Alexis
Armstrong

FHS Athletic Ironman Award—McKenna Maybee,
Dylan Soli, Shyann Nogafsky, Ella Olrich & Brayden Packer

The Willow Yon Memorial Art Scholarship—Kamryn
Bodley

American Red Cross Scholarship—Mariah Kirby,
Jackson Richmond & Mckenna Moulton

Chad Nichols Memorial Scholarship—Carter Banfield

Alicia May Sperry Memorial Scholarship—Grace
Miller & Elizabeth Marschall

FHS Technical Theatre Scholarship—Matlyn Lawson

Szymczak Memorial Scholarship—Bailey






