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Fowlerville Independence Day Parade & 
Fireworks to be held on July 5th
    The Fowlerville Independence Day Parade and Fireworks will 
take place on Sunday, July 5th. 
   “The decision to move our celebration back a day was made after 
the 4th of July Committee encountered an unexpected challenge 
while planning for the nation’s 250th anniversary celebration,” 
said Melissa Salgado, the chair of the committee.
   “As planning began for the 2026 celebration, the committee 
anticipated continuing its longstanding relationship with the 
fireworks company that has provided displays for Fowlerville in 
previous years,” Salgado noted. “However,   on May 28th, the 
vendor ultimately advised the committee that its resources had 
been committed to larger events associated with the nation’s 
250th anniversary celebration.
   “By the time that determination was made, many fireworks 
providers had already reached capacity for July 4th, creating 

significant challenges for communities seeking to secure 
displays on the traditional holiday,” she said. “Faced with those 
circumstances, the committee evaluated several options to ensure 
that Fowlerville residents would continue to enjoy the high-
quality celebration they have come to expect.”
   One of those large events is Livingston County’s 250th 
Anniversary Fireworks Celebration that will take place on July 4th 
at the Howell Public Schools West Campus (the same site as the 
Balloonfest). Organizers have announced several activities that 
will take place at that event in addition to the fireworks display.
   Given the situation and not wanting to scale back the event, 
the committee decided to become a premier sponsor of the 
neighboring celebration, along with changing its date to July 5th.
    “The result is a full holiday weekend that allows residents and 
visitors to enjoy two days of patriotic festivities while preserving 
Fowlerville’s traditional parade and fireworks display,” said 
Salgado.

Fowlerville High 
School Alumni 
Association holds 
annual gathering
   The Fowlerville High School 
Alumni Association held its 
annual gathering last Saturday, 
June 13, at the high school. 
The event included a social 
hour, photos, a meal, and the 
program. Alumni president 
Judy (Epley) Recker emceed 
the business meeting and 
recognition of classes.
   Among the classes recognized 
were 1946 with Norma 
(Bessert) Cole and Vondell 
(Kingsley) Huck, 1956 with 
Ann (Hillman) Utter giving 
the toast, 1961 with Coralene 
(Jackson) Bloss giving the 
toast, 1966 with Mary (Epley) 
Donohue giving the toast, 1976 
with Ginny (Peckens) Raines 
giving the toast, and 1986 with Lesley Hasty giving the toast.
   Also present were two of this year’s Alumni Scholarship 
winners: Carter Davison and Maria Kilpela.

   For more about the Alumni gathering, including additional 
photos, see pages 12 & 13.

    Alumni from the 1970s classes were, from left, front row,  Dave Hefner (1977), William 
Wakeman (1973), Bonnie (Morgan) Phibbs (1978), Kevin Phibbs (1978; back row, Rick 
Van Gilder (1972), Bob Smith (1972), Peggy (Epley) Smith (1973), Pat (Robb) Hyde 
(1973), and Steve Hanna (1978).
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Former teacher, longtime member 
of Hartland Audubon Nature Club 
has had ‘a positive impact’ as a birder

By Evelyn Gallegos
     Benjamin Clark Blazier is proof that an individual can 
make a difference in the world and be the turning point in 
someone else’s life. His shared passion and skills have been 
a source of encouragement and optimism that lead others to 
pursue their dreams and goals. Benjamin Clark Blazier is 
now part of something greater than himself.
    Ben, as he likes to be called, has been a photographer, 
lecturer, environmental steward of the Huron River Watershed 
Council, bluebird box monitor, and a long-time member and 

officer of Hartland Audubon 
Nature Club. 
    Some of his photographs, 
mostly birds, have been 
published but most have been 
gifted. However, his most 
impactful role was that of a 
middle-school teacher in Holly 
Michigan where he taught 
history and ornithology. His 
ornithology classes produced 
some of Michigan’s most avid 
birders.  
     If you have a conversation 
with Ben, he is humble and 
unassuming but beams with 
pride as he reports the top 
bird lister in Michigan was his 
student, Adam Byrne. Adam 
is Secretary of the Michigan 
Bird Records Committee and 
leads Team e-bird Michigan 
where he reviews Michigan 
bird sighting submissions 
for the international database 
managed by the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology in 
Ithaca, New York. 
    Adam said that Ben’s 
“influence and dedication 
certainly guided my career 

aspirations into science, where I pursued a degree at Cornell 
University and a lifetime passion for birds”. 
     Scott Terry and Brad Murphy, also Ben’s students, work 
with Adam at Team e-bird Michigan and have their own 
impressive bird lists. Ben has remained friends with many 
of his former students—Ryan Welch, Jason St. Pierre, John 
McDaniel and Adam Kieb—who, sometimes with Ben, bird 
worldwide. Brad and Craig Bradburn assisted Ben on his 
latest bird banding mission.
     Bluebirds also benefit from Ben’s attention. For forty 
years he has installed, maintained and monitored around 
two hundred bluebird boxes in various locations in Genesee, 
Shiawassee and Livingston Counties. Annually, he disinfects, 
evicts uninvited occupants like house sparrows and wrens, 
counts eggs, watches hatchlings and rejoices with successful 
fledglings. Even now in his 80’s, Ben still does the field work 
to monitor 49 boxes sponsored by the Hartland Audubon 
Nature Club.
    Ben Blazier, living up to his name has been a spark, igniting 
interest among Michigan’s top birders and creating a ripple 
effect of positive change in our community and beyond. He 
has shown us how a passionate individual has the power to 
make a lasting, meaningful and effective change to better the 
world. 
    This article was published in the Winter 2026 issue of Jack 
Pine Warbler, the MichiganAudubon magazine. Reprinted 
with permission.

    Benjamin Blazier is a photographer, along with his 
many other pursuits. He is also a longtime member and 
officer of the Hartland Audubon Nature Club.


