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Fowlerville woman
reconnects with
boy she’d helped
50 years ago

thanks to Facebook

A Fowlerville woman
recently reconnected with a
boy she’d helped 50 years
ago thanks to Facebook.

“‘Stupid  Facebook’ is
a phrase I've said many
times before,” said Cindy
(Ruttman) Krebs “But there
is something good that has
happened to me because of
Facebook. I told my story
to a friend; she loved it and
encouraged me to share it
with others.”

Fifty years ago, in the Fall
1976, Cindy Ruttman made a
decision that would change
the life of a young Nepali
boy.

The story, she noted,

actually began years before Cmdy(Rutt

when her parents, Bob

continued on page 3 boy.
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man) Krebs of Fowlerville reconnec
on Facebook who she had helped 50 years ago with his schooling when he was a young

ted with Ramsharan Harisharan of Nepal

Former Fowlerville Fire
Chief John Wright passed
away last Wednesday;
served 50 years on the

local department
By Steve Horton

Former Fowlerville Fire Chief John
Wright passed away last Wednesday,
Jan. 28, after an extended illness. The
news was reported by his successor,
Bob Feig.

Wright served as chief for 34
years and was a member of the local
department for 50 years. He began as a

firefighter, was promoted to captain and
then in 1981 was named as the assistant
fire chief by the then chief, Maurice
Bohm. Five years later he was hired to
replace Bohm who had resigned from
the position, with Wright beginning his
duties on March 1, 1986.

He remained in the position until
retiring in February of 2020.

Feig, who was one of Wright’s
first hires and eventually became his
deputy chief, noted that John saw the
department through a lot of changes.

“He was with the fire department
when they moved from where the

continued on page 5

Former Fowlerville Fire Chief John Wright
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Fowlerville Family Fair:
It’s a Year-Round Thing

By Dawn Bhajan,
Fowlerville Family Fair Open Class Coordinator

This may seem like an odd time of year to be writing about
an event that takes place in the blazing heat of Summer —
when shorts, sno-cones, and shade-hopping top the to-do list
— but the reality of Fair is this: its a year-round thing.

NOW is the time that animals are being nursed and nurtured
into future champions. NOW is the time that agricultural
planning is underway for prize-winning crops. NOW is the
time that creative skills are being honed, recipes tested and
refined, collections expanded, classes taken, and projects
undertaken... all in pursuit of that coveted blue ribbon.

Behind the scenes, your Fair team is also pushing
the accelerator — planning, researching, brainstorming,
connecting, scheduling, promoting. 2026 marks our 140"
celebration, after all, so this year’s Fair (running July 27%-
August 1*) needs to be something special.

Participants have already been making waves in our Open
Class program, which forms the competitive exhibition
portion of Fowlerville Family Fair that’s open to ALL
Michigan residents (ages 5+, no membership required)
with an art, craft, canned or baked good, collection, design,
photograph, video, crop, or animal to show. Last year,
Open Class Exhibitors doubled their entries and packed the
Grandstand tunnel with a treasure trove of sights, sounds,
smells, and demonstrations to entertain, educate, and inspire
the thousands who poured through. It’ll be no small feat to
top 2025’s triumphant expansion.

But we’re not ones to rest on our laurels! We’re introducing
a slew of intriguing new competitive Classes to springboard
off the latest interests and trends. For example, in this year’s
Open Class, you’ll be able to enter 3-D printed projects,
seed art, pet costumes, stop-motion animation videos, pop-
up cards, group-made afghans, painted rocks, graphic mini-
novels (a la “Captain Underpants”), video clips of homemade
Rube Goldberg (chain reaction) machines, homegrown
geraniums, and hair breed sheep... just to name a few.

And this year, we’re making it even easier for your kids
to participate with a new Open Class Home Arts Youth entry
structure broken down by age in every Department. No more
pitting your 5-year-old’s projects against an 18-year-old’s
creations! These age breakdowns group youth into Classes
with similar ages, meaning clearer judging and more chances

CONWAY TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE
ADOPTION

TAKE NOTICE that on January 20, 2026, the
Township Board of Conway Township, Livingston
County, Michigan, adopted “An Ordinance to Amend
the Zoning Ordinance to Add Aircraft Camping as
an Accessory Use to Airports” (the “Ordinance”).

The Ordinance is available for inspection at the
Township Hall, 8015 N. Fowlerville Road, Fowl-
erville, Ml 48836, during regular business hours.
Copies may be obtained for a reasonable charge.
The Ordinance takes effect seven (7) days after the
date of this Notice. Below is a summary of the Ordi-
nance.

SUMMARY OF THE ORDINANCE

Section 1. Amendment to Section 6.23. New
subparagraph “E” is added to the existing Section
6.23 of the Zoning Ordinance. It allows for limited
camping activities directly associated with aviation
tourism at airports and provides regulations for that
land use.

Section 2. Validity and Severability. The Ordi-
nance’s provisions are severable.

Section 3. Repealer. Any ordinance or parts
thereof that conflict with the Ordinance are repealed
to the extent necessary to give the Ordinance full
force and effect.

Section 4. Effective Date. The Ordinance takes
effect upon the expiration of 7 days after publica-
tion.

Tara Foote

Township Clerk

8015 N. Fowlerville Road
Fowlerville, M| 48836
(517) 223-0358

(2-1-26 FNV)
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ElFAMILY FAIR

to win ribbons and cash prizes!

The Open Class Home Arts exhibit area is even enjoying a
refresh, with further renovations and new interactive exhibits
being added.

If you’ve been on the fence before about entering in Open
Class, make this your year! There are more Classes, more
activities, more prizes, and more glory than ever before.

Best ofall, you’re currently in the prime season for planning
and creating your entries! To learn more about Open Class
and view its list of Classes, visit www.fowlervillefamilyfair.
com/fair/open-class. Registration won’t open until June 16™,
so you have plenty of time to pour over the options, get your

family and friends involved, and get a leg up on your next
Fair project.

NOW is a great time to seek out inspiration, learn skills,
and ask questions via our “Fowlerville Fair Open Class
Home Arts” Facebook group. We also encourage you to get
involved in helping out! Open Class is 100% volunteer-run
and opportunities to help and shape the evolution of Open
Class abound NOW. This may be a year-round kind of thing,
but Fair week will be here before we know it!

If you have questions or would like to sponsor or volunteer,
please contact Open Class Coordinator, Dawn Bhajan, at
(810) 923-4582 or dawnbhajan@gmail.com.

Lady Bird
Deeds: A Simple
Planning Tool
More Families
Should Know

About

By Aaron Franks,
“Aaron the
Funeral Guy”

When families sit across from me during an arrangement
conference, we’re usually talking about honoring a life and
making immediate decisions. But inevitably, other questions
come up too. Questions about homes, property, and what
happens next. One document families can have in place
ahead of time is something called a Lady Bird deed.

It’s not a complicated concept, but it can make a world of
difference.

A Lady Bird deed, also known as an enhanced life estate
deed, allows you to keep full ownership and control of your
home while you’re alive, and then automatically transfer that
property to your chosen beneficiaries when you pass away.
The key word there is control. You don’t give up ownership.
You don’t lose the right to sell, refinance, or change your
mind. You remain the owner until death.

Nothing changes in your day-to-day life. You live in your
home, pay your taxes, insure it, and maintain it just as you
always have. The transfer only happens after death, and when
it does, it happens without probate.

That alone is reason enough for many families to consider
one.

A common question is how many beneficiaries can be
listed on a Lady Bird deed. The answer is simple: you can
name more than one. Many people list all of their children,
sometimes grandchildren, or a combination of both. You can
also specify how the property should be divided, equally or
in specific percentages, so there’s no confusion later.

And if life changes? You can change the deed. As long
as you’re living, you can amend it, revoke it, or replace it
entirely.

So why is having a Lady Bird deed such a good idea?

First, it avoids probate for your home. Probate can take
months, sometimes longer, and it often adds stress, delays,

and expenses during a time when families are already
overwhelmed. A Lady Bird deed allows the home to pass
directly to the beneficiaries you chose, without court
involvement.

Second, it provides clarity. Everyone knows what’s
supposed to happen, and there’s far less room for
misunderstandings or conflict. I’ve seen firsthand how
unclear property ownership can complicate everything from
funeral arrangements to estate settlement.

Third, in certain situations, it can help with Medicaid
planning because ownership remains with you during your
lifetime. This is something that should always be discussed
with an elder law or estate planning attorney, but it’s one of
the reasons Lady Bird deeds are commonly recommended.

From where I sit, anything that reduces stress for families
after a death is worth talking about. A Lady Bird deed doesn’t
replace a will or a trust, and it’s not right for everyone, but
for many people it’s one of the simplest and most effective
planning tools available.

As always, my goal isn’t to tell anyone what they should
do. It’s to help families understand the options that exist so
they can make informed decisions long before they’re forced
to make them during a difficult moment.

If you’ve never discussed a Lady Bird deed with an
attorney, it may be worth adding to your to-do list. Your
family will thank you for it later.

If you have questions about Lady Bird Deeds, or if you
would like a topic discussed in a future column, feel free to
reach out any time to aaronthefuneralguy@gmail.com.

Aaron Franks is a Funeral Director at Watkins Brothers
Funeral Homes.

Livingston County Concert Band to
perform ‘Passport to Music’ Feb. 22nd

The Livingston County Concert Band will be under the
direction of Dale Marzewski for their upcoming concert
‘Passport to Music’ at 3:00pm on Sunday, February 22,
2026. The concert will be presented at the Rod Bushey
Performing Arts Center, Howell High School, 1200 West
Grand River Ave., Howell. This concert features music from
around the world.

Admission is $10. Children and students are free.
Refreshments served following the concert. Please visit
the band’s website (www.lccbmusic.org) or check out the
Livingston County Concert Band Facebook page for more
information.




Fowlerville woman reconnects with boy
she’d helped 50 years ago, continued

and Lydia Ruttman, would host foreign exchange students
on their family farm from all over the world. This, in turn,
created an interest with them joining the Peace Corps.

“In 1974, they enlisted and were sent to Kathmandu, Nepal,
where my dad, Bob, taught Nepali people about agriculture
and my mom, Lydia, worked as a secretary for a world aid
organization,” Cindy said.

Before their enlistment was over, Cindy, her sister Becky,
niece Dianne, brother Mark and his future wife Kate, made
the trek to Nepal to visit them. While there, Cindy met a man
named Marc Ross, another Peace Corps volunteer, who was
stationed in the mountains of Nepal.

“Ross was looking for people to financially sponsor the
education of Nepali children and I decided to help out,”
Cindy said.

The child she was assigned to was a nine-year-old boy.
Over a few years’ time, Cindy supplied the boy with the
funding he needed to complete his schooling. In addition to
money, Cindy would also send him gifts, like hats for winter.
Eventually, her assistance ended and contact was lost.

One day this past November, Cindy was scrolling through
Facebook when she received a notification in her private
messages. The message was from someone named Ramsharan
Harisharan from Nepal. Even though he mentioned her
parents, as well as the man who set up the sponsorship, Cindy
didn’t recognize the name and, being cautious, she ignored it.

The messenger persisted.

Eventually, curiosity won and Cindy contacted a Peace
Corps” member in New York who was stationed with her
parents and confirmed that Marc Ross was the man she had
met in 1976 and the boy who she sponsored was indeed
Ramsharan.

So, she finally answered the message and made contact.

What she learned is that Ramsharan is now fifty-nine
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Ramsharan Harisharan now and as a young boy
(inset).

years old, newly retired from a bank in Kathmandu and is
now venturing into financial consulting. He is married and
has two sons, who have both studied in the United States.

In the message to her, Ramsharan said “Finally, God
helped me to reconnect with you.”

He went on to say that he had thought of Cindy often and
had taken time to search for her over the years to thank her
for her generosity.

Thanks to Facebook, a fifty-year-old reconnection was
made for two people who, although they lived a world apart,
had made a positive impact on each other’s lives.

Fowlerville Elementary
School News

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30 am — 4:30 pm
School Hours: 8:50 am — 3:32 pm

IMPORTANT DATES:

February 16 — NO SCHOOL-President’s Day

February 17 — NO SCHOOL-Teacher Professional
Development

March 5 — Parent Teacher Conferences 5-7:30

March 27 thru April 3 — NO SCHOOL-Spring Break

* %k

Please make sure your child is packing their boots, snow

pants, coats and gloves/mittens.

L) The office is running very low on

oy extra mittens and gloves, if you are

! ; able to donate it would be much
appreciated. Thank you!!!!

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.

120 Hale Street » 517-223-9115

Start Off Your
Show Season with

‘Formula of Champions’
Feeds

FORMULA OF 3
HA

Fowlerville Varsity Boys Basketball

Team earns win over Charyl Stockwell

The Fowlerville Varsity Boys Basketball Team traveled
to Charyl Stockwell in Brighton for a non-league game last
Wednesday, Jan. 18, and earned a 60-42 win. Tyler Ray led
the Gladiators with 20 points. Sam Shrader chipped in with
12 and Landon Ascheliman

McKenzie's Accounting

& Tax Service
IRS Registered Tax Return Preparer

Sherry McKenzie Prevo
3090 Glover Road
Fowlerville, MI 48836
517-223-4076

GEC HOMEWORKS

Plumbing - Electrical - Light Carpentry
Repair work only « 40+ Years Experience

517-404-7561

G &D Lock & Key
Residential, Light Commercial & Padlocks

23 Years Experience « Reasonable Rates
Visa - Mastercard

‘LI%BE.‘

Residential Tree Service
AND SUBCONTRACT CLIMBING

* Tree
Trimming & Removal

s Storm Damage
» Emergency 24 Hr. Services
Free Estimates

30 Years Experience
Licensed & Insured

Zack Petrovich
Owner/Climber

517-292-9460

15% OFF

Tree Trimming &

Removal Work
Coupon good thru Feb. 28, 2026

added nine. Paul Whiting
led the Sentinels with 18.

Plank
Flooring.

Cattle
Cubes
501bs
Cattle Tubs
2501bs
“In Stock”

New ‘In Stock’
Ring King Beef
Show Feed

%15.49

50 1b bag

“Like Us On Facebook’

NEW HOURS: Monday - Friday * 8am - 5:30pm
Saturday ¢ 8am - 2pm

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS

Residential & Commercial
Owner, Steve Parrish

ADURA WUMAX MOHAWK

parrishcarpet.com

(517) 223-2420
parrishcarpet@gmail.com

“Over 30 Years In Business”

Expert Installation
by Local Installers

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES!

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM - 5PM
SATURDAY 10AM - 2PM

SUNDAY & MONDAY - CLOSED
9225 W. Grand River, Fowlerville, Ml 48836

e d

MULLICAN

FLOORING

Q@ Tarkett
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w Snow Days,
Past &
Present

A 'A“‘ By Susan Kretchman

.

Ah, snow days. Who doesn’t like a good occasional break
from winter’s routines with weather that can interrupt and

MOTOR MALL

Fowlerville High School’s

“ATHLETES” OF THE WEEK

Girls Bowling

McKayla Hatfield: Senior McKayla Hatfield has been a driving force behind
the Lady Glad’s impressive 4-0 start, earning Athlete of the Week honors for
her outstanding performance and leadership. McKayla currently leads the girls’
varsity team with a 165 average and was undefeated in individual points during
the first half of the season — a testament to her consistency and competitive
mindset. She also holds the team’s highest individual game of the year with
a 235, further highlighting her ability to step up in big moments. McKayla
embodies the impact that hard work and dedication can have, elevating not
only her own game but the success of the entire program. The coaching staff
is extremely excited to see where her momentum and determination carry her

throughout the second half of her senior season.

Katey Loomis: Junior Katey Loomis has been the energy and charisma fueling
the Lady Glad’s success this season, earning Athlete of the Week honors for
her impact both on and off the lanes. Katey brings a powerful combination
of positivity and enthusiasm to every match, providing the team with crucial
morale boosts and helping her teammates stay calm, confident, and focused

bring life to a fast standstill. And while such storms have their
fair share of dangerous opportunities and mishaps, personally
I find that the feelings that well up inside me when I hear of
snow days for kids and teachers in our schools, still evoke a
certain satisfaction inside me. And, because I don’t have a job
or career that takes me outside the home anymore, I find I'm
quite content to be home in comfort and away from any of a
storm’s harsh realities. So it is this past week that I’ve paid
attention, waiting to hear or read about cancellations, which
takes me back to memories from childhood, when winter
storms created snowdrifts up our back door, impassable streets
and sidewalks.

When 1 was a child, we relied on our local television
networks to broadcast weather. Much anticipated school
closings were announced using a message tape that ran across
the bottom of the TV screen. In our home, it was my dad’s
routine to tune in “The Today
Show” for the morning news.
Invariably, if a pounding
A snowfall began in the night,
~- - I was up in the morning my
1 : usual time, still getting ready

) .
It % for school, but anxiously

"o watching the television for the

answer to my prayer —’please
God! Let it be a snow day”.
Jud Scott

Often, I was disappointed
when the ticker message
didn’t  include  Saginaw
City Public Schools. Alas,
meaning [ kept getting ready.
In elementary years we
walked two blocks to school.
By the time junior high years
arrived dad dropped me at
my best friend’s home and
we walked together, covering
more than two blocks to our
building. In high school, dad
often drove me or dropped
me at a corner where us kids
could catch a city bus which
was chartered for transporting
students (there was no school
bus operation in the late 60s
and 70s) When my best friend
could drive, she used her
family car to get us to school,
rain, shine and snow.

Those days are long gone
now for me, yet I can still pull
images from my memories
of snow days that involved a
lot of shoveling, snowforts,
snowball fights, piles of snow
on every corner and along
driveways. There was one
year that the pile of snow dad
and my brothers created from
clearing the drive was so big
that us kids were able to mold
it into an igloo complete with
digging it out for a couple of
us to crawl inside. If memory
serves me correctly we may
have even sprayed it down
with water to form a good ice
covering, but then that would
mean my memory says the

during high-pressure moments. Her outgoing, uplifting personality has become

a stabilizing force for the group, often helping teammates reset mentally so
they can perform at their best. Alongside her leadership, Katey continues to
show consistent improvement in her game each year, solidifying herself as
an important contributor to the team’s overall success. The coaching staff
is excited to see how Katey continues to lead, grow, and elevate her skills

throughout the remainder of the season.

hose to the faucet was available. Hmmm, maybe that part was
a pipedream!

Then there was the winter blizzard of 1967. My oldest
brother’s wedding was planned for January 28 but when
Thursday rolled around, snow began falling and didn’t stop for
hours. Streets, roads, sidewalks, driveways were buried under
almost 23 inches of pure white flakes. Needless to say, with a
lot of phone calls and tears, Dave’s wedding was cancelled.

Those of us in the family who could dig out were able to
gather on Sunday for a small ceremony, allowing them to get
married. Dave’s father-in-law and other family members put
together a meal which we enjoyed in the comfort of their farm
home. Not to leave out celebrating with family and friends,
my brother and his new wife hosted a reception a month later
which meant Kay got to wear her wedding gown a second
time, as did the bridal party. The blizzard of ‘67 was a topic of
family get-togethers for years....tears that had by now turned
to smiles and laughter as we reminisced about overcoming
mountains of snow!

That same weekend I can still see Tommy who lived across
the street from us. Tommy was an amateur daredevil. Before
our street was plowed out from the “city crew”, he was able
to get into his bright blue 1967 Chevy Nova II, maneuver
in reverse down our road, put it in drive and hit the pedal
as though he was starting a drag race! Tommy’s goal was to
“clear” a huge snow drift that had formed near our adjoining
driveways. I still laugh as I “see” Tommy’s enthusiasm come
to a screeching halt when the front end of his car disappeared
under the drift, thankfully not causing any harm to him or his
car.

Snow storms that turn into blizzards or freezing rain that
covers roads and power lines are indeed big challenges as
we hunker down through winter months. They are like a two
edged sword....no school means a different kind of playtime
for kids....hazardous roads need attention from hardworking
plow crews...possibilities of power outages give concern to
families and businesses. Yet, with each storm, each blizzard,
each setback in comfort, somehow we manage, don’t we?
Ingenuity —like Tommy’s—and resilience take over, thus
removing doubts of seeing the sun come out, temps rising, all
the conditions that begin melting those piles made which left
us tired, sore, and cold to the core.

I certainly am not wishing for another blizzard like the one
in ‘67 but I will say this, all these years later I still enjoy a
good snow storm. I can brew a cup of tea in the afternoon,
layer myself under a throw blanket, and watch nature’s
beauty from a window, seemingly endless pure white flakes
falling and cascading in the air, landing on our pines, painting
portraits of perfection. And, much like when my family stood
at our living room window watching Tommy in his Chevy
Nova, listening to him rev the engine, all of us giggling at his
“foolishness”, wondering if he’d indeed win the battle against
a looming snow drift, I smile. I breathe sighs of contentment
and happiness. “These” current snow days are very different
from my childhood but one thing remains. The peace, awe, and
wonder from winter’s offerings always overshadow anything
else going on that’s less than pure joy for my own “snow day”
at home!

Be safe! Stay warm!

Fowlerville Varsity Boys Basketball

Team defeated by St. John’s, 73-41

St. John’s defeated the Fowlerville Varsity Boys Basketball
Team in league action on Thursday, Jan. 22, by a score of
73 to 41. Landon Aeschliman led the Gladiator offense with
9 points and Leo Freitas added 8. The varsity is now 3-10
overall and 0-6 in the CAAC Red Division.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Super Bowl LX
New England 28 vs Seattle 24

JUD’S FOOTBALL FORECAST

Every week through the season two Fowlerville H.S. athletes will be saluted for their efforts. Athletes will be selected by
the coaching staff and Athletic Dept. For that “Winning Deal” on a new or used car or truck, see Dick Scott Motor Mall.

www.DickScott.com

Dick Scot

1-877-467-4201

SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. ¢ Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.  Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
SERVICE DEPARTMENT OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. * Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

BODY SHOP OPEN: Mon. thru Fri. 8am-6pm

MOTOR
MALL

1-96 and Fowlerville Road, Exit 129 « 3030 Fowlerville Road

Dooasy

Jeep

@ rRAM

FREE Initial
Consultation

GorMLEY Law OFrICES, PLC

LocAL ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAwW

Jon L. GorMLEY, ESQ

Divorce / Family Law - Estate Planning
* Wills/Trusts - Criminal Defense * Personal Injury - Real Estate
* Municipal Law * Probate * Corporate * Business * Zoning * Land Use

101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE.,

FOWLERVILLE
GORMILEYLAWOFFICES.COM

CuLint P STEVON, ESQ

517-223-3758







