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Smith Elementary News
***
February 15 – NO SCHOOL – President’s Day Recess
March 5 – End of 2nd Trimester for K-5th
March 11 – K-5th ½ Day Schedule - Dismissal Time 12:02
pm (6th -12th Full School Day)

March 11 – K-5th P/T Conferences 1:00-4:00 pm, K-12th P/T
Conferences 5:00-7:30 pm
March 19 – NO SCHOOL – Full PD Day for Teachers
March 29 – April 2 – NO SCHOOL – SPRING RECESS
April 5 – NO SCHOOL – EASTER MONDAY RECESS
April 6 – School Resumes
***
–If your child requires any prescription or nonprescription medication during the school year, a parent or

Caleb
Jenkins
Column

to drop it off and complete the necessary paperwork. School

NOTICE:
Fowlerville Agricultural Society Fair Board is
calling a Special Meeting for all Ag Society
Members on February 18th at 7pm at the
Fowlerville Fairgrounds, to discuss and vote
on a purposed sale of land. Please contact the
Fowlerville Fairgrounds with questions at 517223-8186 or fair@fowlervillefamilyfair.com
(1-31, 2-7 & 2-14-21 FNV)

.
***
Each school building in the Fowlerville Community
School District has a Child Study Team / Response to
Intervention process in place, which is a vehicle for staff
members to review student performance, concerns, and
collaboratively develop interventions. If you have concerns
about your child’s development and are interested in more
information on special services, contact his/her building
Principal.

ATTENTION BINGO PLAYERS:
VFW Post 6464 announces
the restarting of Bingo

We are now open on Fridays
with our next one on
February 12th
Doors open at 4:00pm
Bingo will start at 6:30pm
Masks must be worn
unless eating or drinking.
Contact tracing will be followed, you must sign in
with your name and phone number.

We must have 40 players to start play.
Capacity of 100 people.

Breakfast will resume
on February 21st
8:00am until noon
Masks must be worn
until eating or drinking.
Contact tracing will be followed, you must sign in
with your name and phone number.
Capacity of 100 people.
Must close by 10pm
Spacing of 6 feet must be followed
and no more than 6 people per table.

What Patriotism Actually Is: Fixing Flaws in Love
‘Patriotism’ is a word thrown around very loosely these
days, both in positive and negative ways. It has become a
buzzword for some and a trigger for others, and for all
involved, it has become politicized to the point of being
unrecognizable. As Americans, we glibly categorize things
we like as patriotic and things with which we disagree as
treasonous. For a concept we reference so frequently, I do not
think we truly understand what patriotism is. It is something
around which we all should be able to rally, yet its misuse and
abuse across the political spectrum drives us further apart.
What does patriotism actually look like? Over the next few
articles, I will cover just a few of my thoughts on the matter,
but I think the points chosen are integral components of
should not come as a surprise since I have written about it and
referenced it many times. Patriotism is not blind to errors but
is committed to improvement.
Some believe patriotism is ignoring anything critical
in America’s past or present. The common tell of this
perspective is the use of “yeah, but.” “Yeah, America should
not have done X thing in the past, but <insert excuse or pivot
off topic>.” This desire to defend our country’s reputation is
a deep part of our identity as Americans and is nothing new.
In Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville wrote
about the many Americans he encountered in the 1830s who
refused to admit any negative critiques about their country
but would talk his ear off about how wonderful America is.
At its core, this is a wonderful trait, and it is something we
should be proud of as Americans! We love our country and
are loyal to it. We believe in the importance of our traditions
and institutions, and we are thankful for our freedoms and
way of life. We have also had to defend these rights and
traditions on many occasions both militarily and politically.
They are hard-won, and I think that is partially why we are
so quick to defend them, even at the slightest hint of verbal
critique.
This fundamental loyalty and love of country are admirable,
and often unique, aspects of an American. However, this
should not be used as a crutch to ignore legitimate critiques
or not address issues from the past or present. First, we
should not be blind to errors because our love of country
should run deeper than that. Our patriotism should be strong
enough to withstand a critical look. If you unconditionally
love someone, then you do not stop loving him or her just
because he or she is not perfect. None of us are! And neither
is our country, so we do not need to feel like our patriotism is
Second, this deep love for country should motivate us
if they are not known and discussed. Unfortunately, this
is sometimes abused when people are not interested in
addressing problems and are truly just hostile toward our
country. This is also wrong because it is not making America
better; it is attacking our country just out of animosity.
However, we cannot react in kind and refuse to communicate
and work toward a better America.
be the only goal. America’s mistakes do in fact need to be
addressed, but they should be approached fundamentally
with a love of country and a desire to make it the best it can
be. Despite its imperfections, I still believe America is the
greatest nation on earth. This is patriotism in action, and it is
an opportunity to bring us closer together.

Grief Share, which is sponsored by Family Impact Centers
and is held at the Family Impact Center Wellness Center
located on 9430 W. Grand River just west of Fowlerville,
is scheduled to begin a new group on Wednesday, March 3,
from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m.
This faith-based program is for anyone who is grieving
the loss of someone close. It will run consecutively for 13
weeks, with the last meeting occurring on May 26, and is free
of charge.
For more information or to register for Grief Share, please
call Barb at 517-223-4428 as soon as possible.
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In a televised report broadcast by Channel 6 Lansing, it
was announced that high school contact sports will resume
this Monday, Feb. 8. The TV station carried live coverage of
the news conference held by Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer this past Thursday afternoon on its website.
Along with making this announcement that contact sports
would resume, Whitmer reiterated her goal to get kids in the
classroom by March 1st.
In the Fowlerville and Webberville schools, these contact
sports include boys and girls basketball, wrestling, and
competitive cheer.
The announcement comes from an order issued by the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS). Under the order, contact sports can take place
provided masks are worn during practices and competition. If
masks cannot be worn, participants must be regularly tested
for COVID-19 consistent with guidelines issued by MDHHS.
“Safety protocols like wearing masks and testing will help
keep kids, coaches, and families safe and allow our schools
to remain open for in-person instruction,” the governor said.
Spectators are allowed with up to 250 people in stadiums
that seat less than 10,000 and up to 500 people at venues that
seat over 10,000 people.
The order remains in effect through Monday, March 29.

Correction on article about ‘New
Note: The new Director for the Fowlerville District Library,
Ellen Peters, asked to clarify what her job entailed at the
Spokane City Public Library. The article about hr appeared
in last week’s Jan. 31, 2021 issue. She thought the question
was about the size of the entire library system rather than the
region she managed.
“Prior to accepting the position of Director for Fowlerville
District Library, I was the south region manager for Spokane
Public Library. The entire system served almost a halfmillion citizens in the city and county (there is a reciprocal
regional manager, there were a total of six branches in the
SPL system, two of which were under me, one of which was
SPL’s busiest branch. They’ve recently built a third branch
called “The Hive” in the south region, a creative artisan/
maker space that I was privileged to help envision. The
regional budget I managed was about $980,000 (SPL’s total
budget runs about $11 million). Spokane County Library
District is the library system where I worked prior to SPL,
and they have ten branches.
Thank you for introduction to this amazing community. I
am looking forward to engaging with everyone soon and
sharing our exciting plans!

Jane’s Garage

1:30 am. Medical emergency on Second Street in the
Village.
th

New Hours:
M–F 8am–5pm
Closed Sat & Sun

12:18 pm. Medical emergency on White Pine Street in the
Village.

Mechanic Shop & Oil Change (Formerly Randy’s Mechanical Shop)

Road and Van Buren Road. No incident found.
6:51 pm. Medical emergency on N. Grand Avenue in the
Village.

$

th

6:10 am. Medical emergency on Kern Road in Iosco
Township.
9:49 am. Medical emergency on Gregory Road in Handy
Township.
7:06 pm. Medical emergency on James Drive in Handy
Township.

Oil Changes First Come, First Serve

• Alignments
• Suspension & Steering
• Brakes
& Heating
Change •• A/C
Flushes
Call for an Appointment

3.00 OFF

Any Oil

(517) 223-5989 • 75 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

GWEN IVES KATO, Realtor

st

10:35 am. Medical emergency on Sherwood Road in
Conway Township.
12:11 pm. Assist Livingston County Ambulance on Bradley
Road in Iosco Township.
6:06 pm. Medical emergency on Glen Mary Drive in
Conway Township.
Township.
11:26 pm. Medical emergency on Collins Street in the
Village.
st

7:30 am. Medical emergency on Nicholson Road in
Conway Township.
7:53 pm. Medical emergency on Iosco Ridge Drive in
Iosco Township.
1:00 pm. Medical emergency on Frank Street in the Village.
3:09 am. Medical emergency on Cedar Road in Handy
Township.
8:34 am. Medical emergency on Country Corner Drive in
Handy Township.
11:41 am. Medical emergency on Cedar Road in Handy
Township.
11:44 am. Medical emergency on Sharp Road in Handy
Township.
8:00 pm. Power lines down on Grand River in Handy
Township.

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.

“Ready to Serve You”

“Home is where the
New or Old!”

is,

Cell Phone: 517-294-4014
E-mail: gkato@previewproperties.com

Now Accepting Meridian Health Plan

Your Health
is Our Concern

Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

FOWLERVILLE
PHARMACY
119 East Grand River, Fowlerville MI 48836
David Palan

OWNER/PHARMACIST

Mike Heidt
PHARMACIST

(517) 223-9832
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm,
Sat. 9am-2pm, Sun. Closed

PARRISH CARPET
COMPANY
LLC

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Residential & Commercial
Owner, Steve Parrish

120 Hale Street • 517-223-9115

Garden Seeds have Arrived!

Get ready for
Spring Planting
Wood Pellets –

Michigan Wood Fuel
1/2 Pallet 25 bags

Full Pallet 50 bags

Single Bag -

40-lb bags

125
$
240
$
5.15
$

Melting Salt
Regular Rock Salt
$

5.75 50-lb bag

Dragon Melting Salt
$
50-lb bag

8.65

“Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!”
NEW HOURS: Monday - Friday • 8am - 5pm
Saturday • 8am - 1pm

parrishcarpet.com

(517) 223-2420
parrishcarpet@gmail.com

“Over 30 Years In Business”
Expert Installation
by Local Installers

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES!
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM – 5PM
SATURDAY 10AM – 2PM
SUNDAY & MONDAY – CLOSED

9225 W. Grand River, Fowlerville, MI 48836
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Fowlerville District
Library News

***

Upcoming Programs

All programs are intended for Fowlerville School District
residents. Call (517) 223-9089 for more information, or
check out our Facebook Page.
All programs will be held virtually via Zoom, Facebook
Live or YouTube unless otherwise indicated. Program
descriptions, locations, and details on how to register for
each program are below.
All programs require registration and is done by sending
a Facebook Personal Message to the Library or by emailing
to info@fowlervillelibrary.org, unless otherwise indicated.
Zoom invitations will be sent out the day before the program
date.
***
From A to Z with Mrs. D – ongoing through Zoom
There are a limited number of spots currently open in our
early literacy and social development program for children
ages 2 1/2 through 4 years old. If you’re interested in more
information, please call Mrs. D at the Library, or email us for
details. This group meets weekly through April.

FREE SHOT FRIDAYS!
COME IN & SEE US ON
FRIDAYS FOR AN EXTRA
SHOT OF EXPRESSO OR ZIP
IN YOUR DRINK!

Our front
lobby is
still closed.
Sorry for the
inconvenience.

$1.00 OFF

OR BOGO FREE

(BOGO=Buy One Get One of equal/lesser value)

any grande/super specialty beverage

CODE
533102117016

Upgrade your drink with FREE SHOT FRIDAYS!
(No coupon needed.)

8097 Country Corner Drive • Fowlerville
Expires 2/17/21. Applies to favorite lattes, creme freeze smoothies, tea lattes and hot
chocolates. Good at this location only. Coupon must be printed out. Not good with any other
offer, including BIGGBY® loyalty card programs. For franchise information visit biggby.com.

Virtual Community Mosaic Board: ongoing
The mosaic project is available through Letsticktogether.com
so there is no need to leave the house on a cold winter’s night
to participate because it is all online. You may visit every
day and can place up to 75 pieces per visit. There is a total of
3996 digital stickers in this project and everyone helps on the
will be revealed when it is done. The project link is: https://
letstick.to/session/17ca1579 and the link can also be found
on our Facebook as well as on our website.
***

Phone a Story and First Chapter Fridays: Available 24/7
Preschool - 12 Graders -Call 517-858-2700 anytime to
hear a full children’s story, or a sample of a J Fiction/Chapter
book or YA/Teen novel. Recordings are changed every two
weeks.
***
MiLibraryQuest: January 1 – February 14
6 - 12 Graders - An anonymous tip has come in that a
thief will steal an iconic Michigan landmark on Valentine’s
Day. We’re recruiting teenage private detectives to stop the
heist! Figure out who the thief is and what they’re stealing to
prevent the crime and you’ll be entered to win a reward. The
Mi Library Quest challenge is made up of public libraries
across Michigan and is supported in part by the Library of
Michigan. Open to Fowlerville Teens. No registration is
required. Learn more about the Quest at
mililibraryquest.wixsite.com/quest1.
***
Study Bunny Craft: Tuesday, February 16 , at 5:30 PM
Teens - Break up your studying and join us on Zoom to make
this cute bunny craft. Supplies are limited. Kits are available
for pickup starting Feb 11. There are many colors available.
***
Livingston County Libraries Virtual Yo-Yo Trick
Workshop: Saturday, February 20 , 2020 at 11 AM or 12
PM via -Zoom
Kids Ages 7 and Up. – Please join the Livingston County
Libraries in a live online Yo-Yo Workshop. Watch instructors
from Yo-Yo Tricks.com show off their moves and learn some
moves of your own. Registrants can pick up a free Yo-Yo from
th

st

th

th

th

th

Dick Scott

Advertise in the...

BUSINESS
SERVICE
SECTION

MOTOR MALL

Fowlerville
Fowlerville
High School’s

High School’s
“ATHLETES”
OF THE WEEK

Jud Scott

“ATHLETES” of the WEEK
2011 Varsity Football

in every issue
for as low as

$

6 A WEEK
Call

223-8760
for details

Fowlerville District Library beginning Saturday, February 13
through Friday, February 19. Registration begins February 6,
2021 at 10:00 am and is done through the Cromaine Library.
This program is paid for by Sport Port, an initiative of
Project Play: Southeast Michigan in partnership with the
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation and Community Foundation
for Southeast Michigan.
***
Winter Wreath: Thursday, February 18 , at 5:30 pm via
- Zoom
Adults – Gather on Zoom and let Crafty Cindy show you how
th

this project. If needed, there will be glue guns available to
checkout. Supplies are limited. Kits are available for pick up
starting Feb 15.
***
Beyond the Book Series: The Hate U Give: Thursday,
February 25 , at 6:30 pm via—Zoom
Adults –February’s selection in our “Life From Another
Perspective Theme” for our Beyond the Book Group is The
Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. Please read the book and
watch the movie at home, then meet up with friends on Zoom
to discuss them both. Everyone who signs up will get an
opportunity to check out the movie and watch it on their own.
Registration is required. Sign up with a valid email address
to receive a book and a Zoom link. Registration is done in
person inside or through curbside service at the Library.
Books are limited and only available to one per household.
***
FDL Response to New COVID Emergency Order
In response to Emergency Order MCL 333.2253 issued
by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS), Fowlerville District Library will be open by
appointment only and will continue to offer curbside
service during our regular hours. The use of our curbside
is encouraged. Each appointment will be limited to thirty
minutes by one household at a time and can be arranged by
calling or emailing the library. Masks will be required. We
will also be offering print by email which can be picked up
through curbside or in our Entryway.
. Internet is always available for patron
use in our parking lot and side yard. Please continue to use
the book dropbox outside the building or leave your items
in the library lobby, when available.
Monday-Thursday
9:30am – 7pm
Friday
9:30am – 5pm
Saturday
10am – 2pm
How to Use Curbside Service
Step 1: You can make requests: by calling the Library
directly, emailing us or make your holds through the FDL’s
card catalog (Max 10 items) –Not sure what you would like
to read? Use our reader’s advisory at the desk, they can help!
All you need is to give them a subject, author, or genre, and
they will do the rest.
Step 2: One hour after your request has been made,
please come to the Library and park in the curbside pickup
designated parking located in front of the side yard.
Step 3: From your car, call the Library and someone will
come out with your requested materials.
Step 4: Please present your library card or driver’s license
and your materials will be given to you.
th

***
Follow us on Facebook: @fowlervillelibrary or visit our
website at www.fowlervillelibrary.org. Email any questions
to: info@fowlervillelibrary.org

GORMLEY & JOHNSON LAW OFFICES, PLC
LOCAL ATTORNEYS

AND

COUNSELORS

AT

LAW

The team is working extremely hard trying to accomplish the goals of: Persistence and
Find A Way Together. The Gladiators took two tough loses to start the year, but showed
great heart and character. The Varsity Football team is looking forward to starting the
Emma
Wilber
and Ian Hartke are both Freshman this year who have
CAAC Red
Competition.

Bowling

shown an eagerness to JUD’S
learn FOOTBALL
and shown
tremendous growth in the
FORECAST
short time
we
have
had
our
season.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011
San Francisco 13 at Philadelphia 23
Minnesota 20 at U of M 31
Michigan State 23 at Ohio State 20
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011
Detroit 27 at Dallas 24
Carolina 17 at Chicago 23
Buffalo 26 at Cincinnati 20
Tennessee 20 at Cleveland 23
Minnesota 23 at Kansas City 17
Washington 20 at St. Louis 27
New Orleans 27 at Jacksonville 16
Pittsburgh 28 at Houston 27

N.Y. Giants 17 at Arizona 20
Atlanta 23 at Seattle 16
Miami 23 at San Diego 31
New England 31 at Oakland 16
Denver 17 at Green Bay 34
N.Y. Jets 17 at Baltimore 30

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011
Indianapolis 17 at Tampa Bay 31
LAST WEEK: W-13 L-5
SEASON RECORD: W-25 L-11

Every week through the season two Fowlerville H.S. athletes will be saluted for their efforts. Athletes will be selected by
the coaching staff and Athletic Dept. for that “Winning Deal” on a new or used car or truck, see Dick Scott Motor Mall,

www.DickScott.com

JOHN L. GORMLEY, ESQ

CHRISTOPHER S. JOHNSON, ESQ

101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE., FOWLERVILLE

GORMLEYLAWOFFICES.COM

FREE Initial
Consultation

bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.

517-223-3758
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gross income and any tax-exempt interest exceeds $25,000,

Savvy
Senior
Column

sistant tool on their website that asks a series of questions that
Thank you to all who have supported us in the past and who will continue
to do so in the future. We wouldn’t be who we are if it wasn’t for you.

minutes to complete.
You can access this tool at IRS.gov/Help/ITA – click on “Do
I Need to File a Tax Return?” Or, you can get assistance over
the phone by calling the IRS helpline at 800-829-1040.

By Jim Miller

Check Your State

How Much Do You Have to Make to File
Income Taxes?
Dear Savvy Senior,
in 2020? My income dropped way down when I was forced
into retirement last March due to COVID, so I’m wondering
Unexpected Retiree
Dear Unexpected,
tax return this year actually depends on several factors: How
much you earned last year (in 2020), the source of that inquirement thresholds. For most people, this is pretty straightforward. If your 2020 gross income – which includes all

income taxes. The rules for your state might be very different. Check with your state tax agency before concluding that
you’re entirely in the clear. For links to state tax agencies
see Taxadmin.org/state-tax-agencies.
Tax Prep Assistance
IRS.gov/FreeFile if your 2020
adjusted gross income was below $72,000.
Or, if you need some help, contact the Tax Counseling
for the Elderly (or TCE) program. Sponsored by the IRS,
TCE provides free tax preparation and counseling to middle
and low-income taxpayers, age 60 and older. Call 800-9069887 or visit IRS.treasury.gov/freetaxprep
services near you.
You can also get help through the AARP Foundation TaxAide service, a participant in the TCE program that provides

~ Serving most of Livingston County since 1986 ~
Residential – Commercial
9900 W. Grand River, P. O. Box 950
Clean Up Containers
Fowlerville, MI 48836
www.alchinsdisposal.com
Ph 517-223-7119

EPLEY
EXCAVATING
Geothermal Heating & Cooling Systems
(haul stone, fill & sand)
(new & restoration)

Save money on your heating & cooling bills

out about service options in your area, call 888-227-7669 or
visit
. You don’t have to be an AARP
member to use this service.
Single: $12,400 ($14,050 if you’re 65 or older by Jan. 1,
2021).
$24,800 ($26,100 if you or your
spouse is 65 or older; or $27,400 if you’re both over 65).
$5 at any age.
Head of household: $18,650 ($20,300 if age 65 or older).
Qualifying widow(er) with dependent child: $24,800
($26,100 if age 65 or older).

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the NBC
show and author
of “The Savvy Senior” book.

along with information on taxable and nontaxable income,
call the IRS at 800-829-3676 and ask them to mail you a free
copy of the “1040 and 1040-SR Instructions for Tax Year
2020,” or you can get it online at IRS.gov.
Check Here Too

earned more than $400 from self-employment in 2020, owe
any special taxes like an alternative minimum tax, or get premium tax credits because you, your spouse or a dependent is
enrolled in a Health Insurance Marketplace (aka Obamacare)

Stop By For Additional Listing Information!

-

$

SOL

5000 REWARD

for the Arrest and
Conviction of the
Person or Persons
Illegally Dumping Trash
and Tires in Iosco
Township.
If you have any
information, call the
Livingston County
Sheriff Dept.
517-546-2440
Iosco Township
(1-31 and 2-7-21 FNV)

D

- Charming 2 bedroom, 1 bath home in the Village
dated 3 bedroom, 2 bath home features over of Fowlerville. This home features beautiful hardoriginal trim. Relax in the large Florida room for
and siding. Oversized lot allows for room to build
a garage and garden area. $164,900.

SOL

D

-

$230,000.

------- VACANT LAND ------FOR ASSISTANCE AFTER HOURS “CALL”
TAMARRA BURNIE @ 517-404-5221
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OFFICE & PRINTER SUPPLIES

ONLINE
ORDERING
SYSTEM
AVAILABLE!

We Offer
Simple Solutions
For All Your
Office Supply
Needs!

We Offer New and
Recycled Ink and
Toner Cartridges

Visit Our Website:

www.mastermediasupply.com

7087 W. Grand River Rd.
Fowlerville, MI

517-223-9320

Livingston County takes part in
annual Point-in-Time Count that
measures number of homeless people
This past Wednesday, January 27, Michigan communities
participated in an annual event to produce a snapshot of the
number of people experiencing homelessness during the
coldest month of the year. The Point-In-Time (PIT) count
takes place on the last Wednesday of January and is required
for homelessness programs that are funded by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).
During the traditional PIT count, communities tally the
number of people in shelters (including domestic violence
shelters) and the number of people who are unsheltered
(e.g., sleeping in tent cities, in their cars, or in abandoned
buildings). This year, due to risks associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic, communities could request a waiver
for the unsheltered portion of the PIT count. Many Michigan
communities, including 61 rural counties falling within the
Michigan Balance of State Continuum of Care, will not be
participating in the unsheltered portion of the PIT Count.

517-376-0046
We have flatbed trucks as well as wrecker trucks and we can haul
everything from your car to your tractor or even your semi!

The Livingston County Homeless Continuum of Care did not
request a waiver and completed the traditional PIT count.
In Livingston County, there were 7 teams with 14
volunteers from various agencies including: United Way, The
Salvation Army, ST Vincent De Paul, The Livingston Family
Center and The Connection Youth Services, Severe Weather
Network, OLHSA, Livingston County Catholic Charities,
and community volunteers.
The PIT count occurred during the hours of 10:00 pm and
midnight. Two unsheltered individuals were found, during
this timeframe and given resources as well as offered shelter.
The actual report to HUD will include those in local
shelters, transitional homes and these unsheltered folks.
In this chart, you can see how many people, locally are
being sheltered on a nightly basis.
Agencies
St. Vincent de Paul
LACASA
The Salvation Army
OLHSA
Connection Youth Services
Severe Weather Network

Number of people in
shelter
4
10
13
4
2
11

The PIT Count Committee Chair, Lynda Brown Schultz of
The Connection Youth Services, would like to acknowledge
the many county agencies and community members who
took the time to plan this count and who went out on the
coldest night of the year to identify and provide care to any
homeless individuals and families in our county.
“I witnessed this group of people show up with empathy for
those who may need assistance and resources. Thank you!”
she said.
The PIT count is just one tool Michigan communities
can use to raise awareness of homelessness at the state
and local level. In addition to the PIT count, Michigan is
a leader in collecting and evaluating data on experiences
of homelessness through the Michigan State Homeless
Management Information System (MSHMIS). The Michigan
Campaign to End Homelessness recently published the 2019
annual report
experienced homelessness in Michigan in 2019.
Locally, we have updated resources as well. The Housing
in Livingston County Fact Sheet, the Runaway and Homeless
Youth in Livingston County Fact Sheet and the Financial
Stability Fact Sheet were all updated in 2020. These fact
sheets attempt to help our community understand important
issues that impact our county.
These Fact Sheets as well as others are located on the
Human Services Collaborative Body’s website and can be
found here:
https://www.livgov.com/hscb/Pages/assessmentandevaluation.
aspx

Fowlerville News & Views
“Weekly Community & Business Guide”
Published on Sunday
by H&H Publications LLC

WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF TIRES AND ARE AN
AUTHORIZED GOODYEAR, COOPER, FIRESTONE AND BRIDGESTONE DEALER

We now offer
Medium & Heavy Duty
Equipment Hauling along
with our regular Towing

Stephen L. Horton - Publisher & Editor
Dawn M. Horton - Assistant Publisher
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Michigan
Senate
Report
By Lana Theis,
22nd District

Senate, House committees to talk about student
sports ban this Tuesday, Feb. 9
A joint hearing of the Senate Education and Career Readiness
Committee and the House Education Committee will be held
Tuesday, Feb. 9 at noon to discuss the impact of the Whitmer
administration’s cancellation of student athletics.
Sen. Lana Theis, R-Brighton, who chairs the Senate
committee, and Rep. Pam Hornberger, who chairs the House
committee, have invited Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services Director Elizabeth Hertel and Chief Medical
Executive Dr. Joneigh Khaldun to testify, as well as the
Michigan High School Athletic Association and Detroit Public
Schools Community District Superintendent Nikolai Vitti,
Ed.D.
The committee meeting will take place in the Senate Hearing
Room of the Boji Tower, located at 124 W. Allegan St. in
Lansing. It will also be streamed live at misenate.viebit.com.
***

Senate resolution urges lifting the suspension on
winter high school sports
The Michigan Senate adopted a resolution on Jan. 28 urging
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services to lift the suspension on winter high
school contact sports and allow play to resume immediately.
Senate Resolution 7 was adopted earlier in the day by the
Senate Education and Career Readiness Committee, chaired
by Sen. Lana Theis.
“As has been the case for much of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s
executive orders in response to the coronavirus, the science
doesn’t back up her actions to cancel youth and prep sports,”
said Theis, R-Brighton. “Almost all athletes in our state who
have been tested for the virus were negative and they have
been abiding by all the rules that MDHHS and the governor
have imposed on them, yet they still have not been allowed
to play. Meanwhile, the evidence is gathering that athletes are

suffering from mental health issues, including anxiety, stress,
and feelings of isolation — a terrible and avoidable outcome.”
The resolution cites the executive director of the Michigan
High School Athletic Association, who indicated over 30,000
rapid COVID-19 tests conducted on athletes over the last
three months for fall sports was 99.8%. Also cited are data
from a national survey of high school and college students,
which indicated 87% reported stress and anxiety, while 57%

The Salvation Army thanks
community for donations

Christmas is over and The Salvation Army Red Kettles
have been packed up until next year. The 2020 bell ringing
season was full of challenges that included less kettle
locations, minimal volunteers and many more. Covid brought
on its own challenges from ensuring everyone was safe to
volunteers who became sick and had to cancel. All of which
worried The Salvation Army of Livingston County.
Reaching into January, The Salvation Army still had not
met their goal of $385,000. However, Lt. Rob Leach had faith
that things would work out and they did! God was good to
The Salvation Army of Livingston County this past Christmas
season, blessing us with many generous donors and several
record-breaking weekends.
“I am deeply moved by the people in this community
for continually showing their support for their friends in
Livingston County,” said Lt. Leach, adding that “Your
generosity gives hope to those who are struggling especially
during these trying times. Christmas had an Army and that
Army are the folks of Livingston County that wanted to
ensure friends, neighbors and family were taken care of this
holiday season and into the next year. Thank you for all you
do to help us and for Rescuing Christmas this year!.”
The Salvation Army of Livingston County raised 100% of
their $385,000 Christmas goal before January 31st, the end
date for the Christmas fundraising season.
“We would like to thank all of the individuals, corporations,
organizations and families that donated time and dollars,”
said Lt. Leach. “With the community support that we have
received over the past year, we are excited to see what 2021
will bring.
For more information on programs, events and opportunities
with The Salvation Army of Livingston County contact
the local corps at 517-546-4750, visit the website www.

reported that their mental health had worsened because of the
coronavirus.
participate, from physical exercise, to social interaction, and
the development of leadership skills,” Theis said. “Beyond that,
the teamwork and the healthy competition taught by sports are
components of a well-rounded childhood education. What is
science-based, decisions, resulting in the theft of thousands of
student athletes’ opportunity to compete. Just let them play.”
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Secretary of State unveils agenda “to
advance the vote, protect democracy”
Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson last week unveiled
her legislative agenda for elections, calling it “Advancing
the Vote, Protecting Democracy,” with the state goal of
expanding voter accessibility and further strengthen the
infrastructure and security of Michigan elections.”
“Michigan voters want elections to be accessible, strong
and secure,” said Benson. “We saw this in 2018 when voters
enshrined expanded voting rights in our state constitution,
and again in 2020 when record numbers of voters exercised
their new rights. Our job now is clear: to defend and protect
democracy by ensuring that no matter how one votes, who
they vote for, where they live, or what they look like, their
vote will be counted.”
“Advancing the Vote, Protecting Democracy outlines” a
number of initiatives, all designed (Benson said) “to ensure
equitable access for voters, strengthen Michigan’s elections
infrastructure and guarantee the security of elections.”
--Require absentee ballot applications be mailed to
registered voters every federal election cycle;
--Mandate ballots postmarked by Election Day and received
shortly after are counted;
--Establish early in-person voting;
--Make Election Day a state holiday to facilitate voting and
make it easier for citizens to serve as election workers;
--Allow overseas service members and spouses to return
their ballots electronically;
non-English-speaking community lives;
--Provide funds to ensure voting locations are ADAcompliant and establish curbside voting;
--Allow processing of absentee ballots two weeks prior to
Election Day;
--Prohibit deceptive election practices that deter or mislead
voters;
location;
--Mandate training standards for election challengers and
election workers; and,
--Require a statewide risk-limiting audit of election results
Benson said that she announced her “Advancing the Vote”
expanded voting rights for all citizens.
“Today, we stand on the shoulders of the brave men and
women who have fought for voting rights and fair elections
in our country,” said Benson’s Assistant Secretary of State

Secretary Benson and my colleagues in the Legislature in our
continued effort to make Michigan’s election system work
even better for everyone.” Sen. Paul Wojno

Republican lawmaker takes issue with
Secretary of State’s legislative agenda
State Rep. Ann Bollin criticized the legislative agenda,
called “Advancing the Vote, Protecting Democracy,” that was
unveiled by Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson last
week.
The Republican lawmaker from Brighton said that
the priority must be centered on “improving Michigan’s
elections, not the Secretary of State’s political goals.”
Benson is a Democrat.
“Election integrity is my top priority heading into this year,
trust by improving our elections process,” Bollin said.
“Secretary Benson expressed a desire to work on reforms
with legislators on both sides of the aisle,” she continued.
“Unfortunately, so far, she has only demonstrated an interest
in partnering with legislators who happen to be members of
her own political party.
emotionally charged policy proposals that have already been
struck down by our courts.
“Our focus must be on improving transparency, protecting

Koleszar, Moss, Hollier and Wojno quotes:
“The state Bureau of Elections, local clerks and election
workers around the state worked tirelessly to execute one
of the most safe, secure and successful elections in recent
history despite unprecedented challenges caused by the

Ingham County Clerk tells Senate
committee that election was secure
as a witness at a Legislature hearing concerning the recent
election, stating that the process was secure and the voting
results are accurate.
She also challenged Legislators, namely Republicans, to
admit that the election was conducted fairly and to end what
she called the “toxic response.”

process.

because professional Elections Administrators like me are
having to tell Legislators over and over that Michigan’s
elections are the safest and most secure in the nation.

afterward to ensure that the election was conducted in a way
that meets our state’s very high standards,” she noted.

hope we can build upon the proven safety and security of
with my legislative colleagues to ensure that our election
administrators have the resources they need to process
absentee ballots earlier to expedite the ballot reporting
process, and allow adequate time to address innocent mistakes
and errors that lead to ballots being rejected.” -- Sen. Jeremy
Moss
“We need to allow our service members and their family
members overseas to return ballots electronically because
they deserve peace of mind in knowing that their votes will

Accurate voter rolls. We must make
Same-day registration. This practice was added just recently
after voters approved Proposal 3 of 2018. While the concept is
widely supported, we always knew the implementation would
this system and putting best practices into state law to ensure
clarity and consistency for voters across the state.
Absent voter counting boards. The new focus on absentee
voting has made counting boards more important than ever
before. We must set clearer rules for how these boards operate
and how we can ensure the process is transparent and election
laws are followed.
Processing absentee ballots. We must
closely examine how and when absentee ballots are preprocessed and counted, and what tools we can give our clerks
to smooth out the process without risking the security of our
elections or the sanctity of our votes.
Training for election workers and volunteers. Providing
improved training standards for clerks, election workers, poll
watchers and canvassers must be a priority, and could help
past election.
Accountability
the bad actors must be held accountable.
Post-election audits. We must ensure the public can have
results are accurate.
an advocate for checks and balances in our election laws and a
an end to the disenfranchisement to ensure every eligible voter

for the November 3, 2020 General Election is still taking
place.

to ensure that the process was completed accurately, we can

the problems exposed by this past election cycle.
State Rep. Ann Bollin, chair of the House Elections and
Ethics Committee for the 2021-22 legislative term, represents
southeast Livingston County in the Michigan House. She
previously served for 16 years as Brighton Township Clerk.

hearing searching for fraud that does not exist is inappropriate
and a partisan show that wastes taxpayer dollars.”
Byrum asked that legislators do their part to move forward
from the toxic response that’s taken place since the November
Election.

Check us out
on our website!

steps we can take to expand equitable access to the ballot box,
strengthen our voting infrastructure and increase security and
Benson’s legislative recommendations and look forward to
showing the rest of the nation how democracy can thrive in
the 21st century.” -- Rep. Matt Koleszar

important principle: Election integrity. And running elections
with the highest level of integrity must always be a priority.
This past election cycle left voters with questions and
concerns about our election process, how this election was
handled and how future elections could be impacted.
Thousands of Michigan voters have spoken out about feeling
disenfranchised. We must work together to ensure that proper
checks and balances are in place to ensure every eligible vote
counts, and if our laws are not followed then people need to
be held accountable. We must do everything we can to restore
the public’s trust in our elections. Our local clerks worked
through extraordinary circumstances, ever-changing directions
from the Bureau of Elections, and a mass of misinformation to
deliver fair elections in 2020.
While the election may be behind us it is important to continue
a thorough review and update our laws to ensure best practices

the public with the necessary checks and balances so that they
know their vote counted. That will be my top priority this term.

out the safeguards that are in place leading up to an election,
cast a ballot.

During both my time as a township clerk and state

We must work together to ensure voters, candidates, and clerks

to re-live the same day over and over doing the same things,
All four of them, like Benson, are Democrats.
Benson pointed out that the proposal comes at a time
when state lawmakers across the country on both sides of
the aisle are laying out plans that could impact voting rights.

Election reforms needed
to improve integrity, restore trust

constitutionally questionable proposals that advance the
Secretary of State’s own political agenda,” she added.

Voting rights are civil rights, and accessible, strong and
every Michigan citizen.”
The Benson Administration is working with members of
the state Legislature to draft and introduce bills that embody
the “Advancing the Vote” plan, which is already receiving
support from State Representative Matt Koleszar, vice chair

Rep.
Ann
Bollin
Column

legislative colleagues to make Michigan’s election system

the administration of safe elections now and into the future,

The Fowlerville News & Views
is on the web!

www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com

what they know to be true: that the November 2020 General
Election was conducted fairly, that the results were accurate
and that the ‘Big Lie’ perpetuated by the former President
was just that, a lie. Only then can the public truly start to
come together and restore the faith in our elections.”

An E-Edition of the current weekly
issue is posted on the site.
@ Fowlerville News Online
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State lawmakers across the country
introducing both ‘restrictive’
& ‘expansive’ voting legislation
By Steve Horton

after an historic turnout and increased mail voting in 2020,
state lawmakers across the country are pulling in opposite
directions by introducing both ‘restrictive’ and ‘expansive’
voting legislation.
Of course the Republicans would not characterize their
proposed bills as ‘restrictive’, but rather as “restoring
transparency and integrity to the election process and
addressing concerns about how the voting was handled,”
while the Democrats would likely portray their ‘expansive’
legislation as “making voting easier and more accessible and
expanding the franchise.”
The study noted that the 2021 legislative sessions have
begun in all but six states, and state lawmakers have already
introduced hundreds of bills aimed at election procedures and
voter access — vastly exceeding the number of voting bills
introduced by this time last year.
The Republican legislators, responding to allegations of voter
fraud and election irregularities, have introduced three times
the number of bills to tighten-up voting access and practices
as compared to this time last year. Twenty-eight states have
bills

energized electorate and persistent interest in election reform

all mail ballots to be notarized. Legislators in Alaska, Kansas,
Kentucky, and Maryland have proposed bills to strictly limit
who can assist in returning a voter’s ballot, while a South
returning another person’s absentee ballot.
Witness signatures:
to make it harder to satisfy existing witness requirements.
Arizona’s bill would also require all mail ballots to be
include their driver’s license or state voter registration number,
and Virginia’s bill would ask witnesses to print their name and
provide their residential address. The Alaska proposal states
that if a court invalidates the witness signature requirement
because of a state of emergency, the requirement goes back
into effect after the emergency declaration expires (AK SB

***
OVERVIEW OF RESTRICTIVE BILLS
Thus far this year, 28 states
primarily seek to:
(1) limit mail voting access;
(3) limit certain registration policies;

precluding the use of ballot drop boxes.
Other bills have proposed limits on ballot counting
Stricter signature matching requirements.
where a federal court had enjoined signature matching before
the November 2020 election, proposed legislation would
absentee ballots. Likewise, in Pennsylvania — where the state
supreme court ruled that ballots could not be rejected based
solely based on mismatched signatures — a proposal would
require rejection of absentee ballots on that basis unless the
Increased poll watcher access. At least two states, New

that members of the general public be permitted to observe
“without obstruction.”
Ballot receipt & postmark deadlines. Three states have
introduced bills that would require that mail ballots be
received earlier in order to be counted. A Kansas bill would
eliminate the secretary of state’s discretion to count ballots
the counting of timely-postmarked ballots received within
three days of election day, one proposal would require all
ballots not received by election day to be rejected and seeks
where absentee ballots must be postmarked by the day before
election day, a new bill would require voters to mail their
ballots at least ten days before election day.
Stricter Voter ID
Legislators in 10 states have introduced 18 bills to impose
voting (either for early voting or election day).
the polls, legislators have introduced bills to impose that
requirement.

New Jersey, and Texas have each had several bills introduced
that fall under one or more of those four categories. Georgia
lawmakers reportedly plan to introduce bills to require an
would prohibit the use of out-of-state drivers’ licenses, while
returning an absentee ballot, and ban ballot drop boxes, among
other changes.
Restrictions on Mail Voting
More than a third of restrictive bills introduced this year seek
to limit mail voting. Legislators are taking aim at mail voting
at every stage, with proposals to circumscribe who can vote by
mail, make it harder to obtain mail ballots, and impose hurdles
to complete and cast mail ballots.
Limiting who can vote by mail:
make the “excuse” requirement more stringent for absentee
voting or eliminate “no excuse” mail voting. The Missouri
excuse while three different proposals in Pennsylvania seek to
Making it harder to obtain ballots: Arizona and —two of
the battleground states in the recent election— have introduced
bills that would eliminate the permanent early voter list. Two
bills in Arizona and one in New Jersey would make it easier
are considering bills to limit who can send absentee ballot
applications on another voter’s behalf.
Barriers to Completing or Casting Ballots
Restrictions on assistance to voters: A single Arizona bill
would further restrict who can assist voters in collecting and
delivering mail ballots (existing policy already limits such
requirement for turning in mail ballots in person, and require

bills, 35 states have introduced expansive policies, for a total
of
These bills focus primarily on:
(1) mail voting;
(2) early voting;
(3) voter registration;
Many of these voting reforms have been introduced in states
introduced in states with histories of having stricter voting

Limitations on absentee ballot return options: A Virginia
bill would prohibit absentee ballots from being returned to

increase poll watcher access to absentee ballot processing and

Jersey.
With unprecedented numbers of voters casting their ballots
by mail in 2020, legislators across the country have shown
particular interest in absentee voting reform, with more than
a quarter of voting and election bills addressing absenteevoting procedures. Only seven of the forty-one states that have
introduced election bills have not proposed policies to alter
absentee voting procedures in some way.
Also in reaction to 2020, four states have proposed
legislation that would modify how presidential electors are
allocated, and eleven states have introduced bills to adopt the
national popular vote compact.

National Voter Registration Act.
***
OVERVIEW OF EXPANSIVE BILLS
State legislators are also proposing policies to expand

their absentee ballot applications and their completed mail
ballot.
Limiting Voter Registration Access
bills requiring voters to produce proof of citizenship in order to
register to vote. Meanwhile, Texas introduced a bill stripping
voter registration authority from county clerks and requiring
the secretary of state to send voter registration information to
--Seven bills have been introduced to rollback or limit
opportunities for election day registration, with legislators
in four states introducing bills to eliminate election day
registration entirely.
--Alaska legislators have introduced bills to roll back automatic
voter registration by eliminating opt-out registration from the
state’s permanent fund dividend application system.

and Texas (53 bills).
Mail Voting
A substantial plurality of bills that expand access relate
to mail and absentee voting, with many policies aimed at
encountered in 2020.
--Twenty-seven bills in eleven states would permit all
voters to vote by mail in all elections (eliminating the excuse
requirement). This would make permanent the expansive
and Texas — temporarily adopted in 2020 to facilitate mail
voting access during the pandemic.
--Twenty bills in 12 states would create or reform the notice
and cure process to ensure that voters who make a technical
mistake on their mail ballots get a chance to remedy those
errors.
--Thirteen

Continued on page 11

Letter to the Editor

Ann Bollin must step down as representative of the

made in the 17-Jan. article published in the Detroit News
taken as knowledge of fact, her claims would disqualify her
as winner of the race. Bollin’s knowledge of misconduct by
shadow of doubt, suspicion, and hypocrisy over her candidacy.
Republicans can never again legitimately claim victory until
they acknowledge that the 2020 election was free, fair, and
The claim of voter disenfranchisement must be
accompanied by some evidence that there were particular
voters who were not permitted to exercise their right to vote,
or that their vote was not counted, and who was responsible
claimed by Republicans that there were people who were
over enfranchised, and who should not have voted, which
continues to beg the question of who these voters are, and
who allowed them to vote. Similarly, the claim that voter
as to which signatures were not legitimate, and who failed
to validate them. Additional claims that there were votes cast
by unregistered voters, or even dead people, comes with the
same burden of proof.
Bollin whines that change in our voting system must be
made, as if she herself has no power as a representative in
the majority party in the legislature to remedy such systemic
irregularities. This is a red herring, but an indication that she
intends to do nothing legislatively to correct any would be
problem with our elections, but rather to cling to victim status
while also claiming to have won her race for the legislative
seat. The only noted point of her article is to restrict same day
voter registration, and for what purpose, but to disenfranchise

our elections are only legitimate when Republicans win. Ann
Bollin claims victory, but also that the election was rigged,
and therefore she cannot win.

More Aggressive Voter Purge Practices
Six states have introduced 13 different bills that would

in the 2020 election must be investigated, even as all of their
legal challenges have been dismissed by the courts, is only to
say that they do not like the result. Ann Bollin cannot serve

three bills in Mississippi would require a comparison of the
voter rolls against other databases to identify non-citizens,
and would require removal from the rolls of voters who fail to
respond to a notice within 30 days with proof of citizenship.

step down immediately as a demonstration of her integrity, if
she has any, and allow a special election to be held.
Paul Richardson,
Brighton

remove voters from the rolls based on data provided by other
states, a practice that federal courts have found violates the

Editor’s Note: The ‘Detroit News’ op-ed by Rep. Ann Bollin
that’s referred to in the Letter is also in this issue of the
‘Fowlerville News & Views’ on the preceding page 8.
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SUD-Z-PET
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Fowlerville

Hours: Open Sun. & Mon. Noon until the last
dog goes home. Wed. thru Sat. 9am until
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free nail trim or
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facebook.com/sudzpet
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517-292-2215

517.223.2200
Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm, Sat: 8am-2pm

Smith Elementary highlights ‘Classroom of the Week’

With so many events at Smith Elementary School not taking place this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
the safety measures that are in place, Principal Kathy Gibson and staff are going to highlight a ‘Classroom of the
With any tire purchase
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00

40.00
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www.midtownrepair.com

St. Charles, Aviance Walker, Isla Sheffer,

What Exactly is Freedom?

By Jace Arledge
I would like to start this column by saying, ‘these words
that you are reading, are researched, thought out, and also,
my opinion.’ Nothing here outside of the researched pieces,
constitutes the idea that this is how we all should be or
believe. It is hopefully a way for people to look at things from
a different viewpoint. Thank you for continuing to read…
from Merriam-Webster, this
is only one of the many it
gives)
The quality or state of being
free: such as
a: the absence of necessity,
coercion, or constraint in
choice or action
Merriam-Webster. (n.d.).
Freedom.
In
MerriamWebster.com
dictionary.
Retrieved February 2, 2021,
from https://www.merriamw e b s t e r. c o m / d i c t i o n a r y /
freedom
Let’s chew on that for a
minute… OK times up..

In recent news, there have been various people speak
about how they are angered by certain media powerhouses
“limiting or squashing” their freedom to speak their beliefs.
Many of my own friends get a bit irritated when I question
the content of memes that they share, and what the intent is.
today, everyone is offended by freedom of speech!!”.
That isn’t the case.
The issue is, as I stated in my last column, “With power
comes great responsibility.” Unfortunately, many can’t handle
the pressure of that responsibility. See, to just shout out to the
world that you hate this or that, or think this about someone is
your right, your freedom. It’s the manner in HOW you share
your thoughts/beliefs where the problem lies.
Your freedom to express your words doesn’t give you
between freedom of speech and hate speech. When your
words are hurtful to someone else, they no longer fall under
constitutional freedoms. Actually, words have such an impact
on people, it is important for us to stop and think before we
speak, or push the send button.
yourself, ‘how will this come across to those who will be
hearing or reading my words.’ It takes a little longer, but in
the end you are making a difference.
Stay kind my friends and love deeply!!
Till next time…

517-223-7593
Mon.–Fri. 7am–5pm
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‘Expansive’ voting
legislation, continued
boxes were the subject of 35 cases litigated in 2020, most of
which involved petitioners seeking to authorize or expand the
use of drop boxes, while others claimed that state law did not
authorize their use.
--Nine bills in seven states would extend the mail
ballot receipt or postmark deadline.
-to start processing mail ballots before election day, which
would speed up initial reporting on election results.
Early Voting

early voting, which would ease election day burdens on voters
and election administrators alike.
--Twenty four bills would implement early voting for the

In addition to state bills, much attention has been directed
to the comprehensive set of democracy reforms laid out in the
For the People Act (H.R. 1 in the House of Representatives
and S. 1 in the Senate), as well as the John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act.
Consistent with these efforts, New York and Virginia have
introduced state voting rights acts
Allocating Presidential Electors
One area of focus for legislatures this year is the manner
in which presidential electors are allocated. Currently, only
two states — Nebraska and Maine — allocate electors by
congressional district on a proportional basis, while the
system.
Four bills seek to alter these approaches. The Nebraska
legislature, for example, has introduced a bill to allocate
electors using the winner-take-all system. This follows
a split of Nebraska’s electoral college votes in the 2020
presidential election. Under current circumstances this change
would favor the Republican presidential ticket.

By contrast, a Wisconsin proposal would allocate electors
by district (effectively adopting the current Nebraska model),
while a Mississippi bill would appoint presidential electors
by district, with two electors chosen at large. The Wisconsin
proposal, had it been in effect this past November, would
have aided the GOP Trump-Pence ticket instead of all of the
electoral votes going to the Democratic Party’s Biden-Harris
slate.
An Oklahoma bill seeks to have the state legislature choose
presidential electors unless and until there is a federal law
requiring voter ID and auditable paper ballots.
Eleven states have introduced proposals to adopt the national
popular vote interstate compact, under which participating
states would allocate their electoral votes to the presidential
candidate who wins the national popular vote. The agreement
would go into effect only if participating states represent an
absolute majority of electoral college votes. Several states
have already joined; however, Maryland has introduced a bill
to remove itself from the compact.

--Seven bills would enlarge an existing early voting period.
--Eight bills would increase the number of early voting sites.
Easing Voter Registration
State lawmakers are also looking for ways to make it easier
for voters to get registered.
--Thirteen states have introduced bills to implement sameday registration, which would allow voters to register and cast
their ballots on the same day, including election day. (This
is already allowed in Michigan as part of the No-Reason
Absentee Ballot Initiative that was passed by voters in the
2018 election.
--Nineteen states and the District of Columbia
have adopted automatic voter registration in the last six
years. Eleven states have introduced bills this year that, if
enacted, would enable them to join this group.
--Legislators in Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas have
introduced bills to allow voters to register to vote online.
Rights Restoration
Momentum continues in support of restoring voting rights
to individuals with past convictions. Last year, California
voters overwhelmingly passed a constitutional amendment to
restore voting rights to everyone in the community and Iowa’s
governor issued an executive order that ended the state’s
policy of permanent disenfranchisement for those with felony
convictions.
This year, 15 states have introduced policies to restore
voting rights or ease current restrictions for people with past
convictions. Legislators in Mississippi have introduced 12
such bills to expand or restore voting rights. The Sentencing

* General Dentistry * Tooth Colored Fillings * Dentures
* Bonding * Partials * Crowns & Bridges * Cleanings
* Extractions * Root Canals * Sealants * Nightguards
* Mouthguards * Teeth Whitening * Implant Restoration
* Periodontal (Gum Disease) Treatment * TMJ/TMD Treatment

Dr. Christopher Stines, D.D.S

&

Accepted

717 S. Grand Ave, P.O. Box 158, Fowlerville, MI 48836

whom are Black — because of past convictions.
***

Community-centered Clean Energy:

Supporting Local Farmers
and Family Budgets
Kalamink Wind is for everyone! It’s a community-based wind energy
development that will benefit all residents.
Under this model, anyone who owns property in the project area is
eligible to sign up and see direct financial benefit from the project,
whether you own just an acre and a home, a 1,000 acre farm, or
anything in between.
This community-centered approach means that Kalamink Wind will
generate an entirely new source of long-term revenue for not only
local governments and schools, but also residents and property
owners, injecting millions of dollars into the local economy to
support area businesses and family budgets.
Want to learn more? Visit www.kalaminkwind.com for project
information, answers to frequently asked questions, or to let
us know you’d like to join the project!

kalaminkwind.com | (517) 300-2114 | info@kalaminkwind.com

517-223-9753
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cannot have true wisdom. True wisdom comes only from

Pastor
Tom
Tarpley
Share Your Faith
When any segment of people, whether it be a small
becomes the standard way of life in that region. Throughout
the Holy Scriptures, we can see the consequences of people

gods of their choosing.
righteous. Deuteronomy 10:12, 20-21 records, “And now, O
spiritual need: to be in a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. Living in a relationship with Jesus, after we have
surrendered and committed ourselves to live in obedience to
His Will, is the most rewarding experience we can ever hope
to enjoy while on this earth.
On that same note, living in disobedience and rebellion

to him and take your oaths in his name. He is your praise; he
wonders you saw with your own eyes.”

and cause us to lose hope. I see this happening to the people
in America today.
The root cause of what is happening in our country is that
gospel of Jesus Christ.
The Bible says in Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.”
J.J Packer explains it like this, “Until we understand

serving Him, and, yes, loving Him.”
When I read about the price others paid for disobeying
fate as they did if we continue to live in disobedience to the
I share my faith with others hoping that I might help others
knees in prayer, and humbly asking His forgiveness.
Revelation, is to share our faith with others. Jesus commanded

Saturday Morning
Sabbath Service

2258 E. Highland Rd. (M-59)
Howell, MI 48843

Bible Study/School ... 9:30 a.m.
Divine Worship....... 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday: Prayer/Revival
Series ..................... 7:00 p.m.

517-546-6561
Pastor Tim Christoson
Sunday Worship Services:
8:30 am, 10:00 am
& 11:00 am
Wednesday:
6:30 pm - Awana

www.howellchurch.org

Fowlerville
Church of
the Nazarene
8040 Country Corner
Drive,
Fowlerville, MI 48836

9:45 Sunday School
11:00 Worship Service

Rev. Craig Weihman
(517) 223-7111
www.fowlervillenazarene.org

St. John’s Lutheran ELCA
132 S. Benjamin, Fowlerville
517-223-9108
Pastor Diane Greble
Contact us to learn of
Worship opportunities in this
time of public health crisis.
We are working toward
regathering.
More information available:

www.stjohnsfowlerville.org
All are welcome here in
Jesus Christ!

Grace Pointe
Baptist

Church

Pastor Ronald Schultz
(517)294-9791

Webberville
Michigan 48992
www.gracepointebaptist.com

Sunday ServiceS
Sunday School at 10:00am
Morning Service at 11:00am
Evening Service at 6:00pm

WedneSday
Bible Study at 7:00pm

Area Church
Listings
Calvary Bible
Church
Cohoctah, Michigan 48816

WELCOMES YOU TO
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Service 11:00am
Sunday Evening
Service 6:00PM
Wednesday Night Prayer
Meeting 7:00PM

Pastor Dennis Guillen

517-375-5777
“A Warm and Friendly Country Church”

Place of
Refuge
Ministries
6909 Grand River, Fowlerville
(across from Greenwood Cemetery)

Pastor Bob Storey
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00pm

(517)223-3660
Psalm 46:1

“God is our refuge and strength.”
www.psalms461.com

Antrim
Baptist
Church

Fowlerville
First United
Methodist
Church

201 S. Second St.,
Fowlerville
517-223-8824
www.fowlervillefumc.org
Pastor Scott Herald
Sunday Worship Service
Nusery available
10:30am
Sunday School
September - May
9:30am

9300 W. Grand River,
Fowlerville
223-9490
www.fowlervilleub.org

Sundays
9:00am
11:00am
Infant,Toddler,
and K-8th grade
programming at
11:00am

St. Agnes
Catholic
Church

4509 E. Lovejoy Rd., Byron

855 E. Grand River, Fowlerville

Pastor
Mark Bohman

517-223-8684
Fr. Nathaniel Sokol
Sacrament of
Reconciliation:

517-223-3126
www.antrimbc.org
Sunday School 10:00am
Sunday Morning
Service 11am
Sunday Evening Service 6pm
Wednesday Bible Study &
Prayer Meeting 7pm
Our deaf friends
are always welcome.

Tuesday 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Thursday 7:00 - 8:00pm

Mass Times
Wednesday: 6:30pm
Thursday: 10:00am
Friday: 8:30am
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 8:30am & 11:00am

5210 E. Highland Road,
Howell, MI 48843

(517) 546-5200
www.Adventist.org
“And He said unto them,
‘The Sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the Sabbath.’”
Mark 2:27

Trinity United
Methodist
Church
8201 Iosco Rd, Fowlerville
(Corner of Bull Run &
Iosco Rd)
517-223-3803
Pastor Mark Huff
Sunday Worship Service
9:30am
Sunday School 9:30am
Youth Group (6-12 grade)
Visit us on Facebook
Trinity United Methodist Church

Webberville
United
Methodist
Church
4215 E. Holt Rd.,
Webberville
Pastor Martin Johnston
All Ages Sunday School
9:30am
Worship Service 11:00am
Church: 521-3631
www.webbervilleumc.church

First Baptist
Church of
Fowlerville

214 S. Grand,
Fowlerville
517-223-9084

Pastor Mark Jones
www.fowlervillebaptist.com
All ages Sunday School
9:30 am
Worship Service
10:30 am
(nursery provided)

Youth Group (6-12th grade)

commission given to us by Jesus.
Have you given any thought to the fact that not to share your
faith is an act of disobedience? The Scripture commands us to
share our faith with others. Jesus and the disciples practiced
it. They practiced it repeatedly, not just once or twice. This
heaven, it was his last command to us. It is more commonly
as if everything they believed in is falling apart. The number
of people committing suicide is increasing. The amount
of alcohol and drug use is higher now than it was a year
ago. It is hard to get an appointment with a psychiatrist or
a therapist because their caseloads have doubled. Crime is
condition has declined considerably since this time last year.
It is challenging to have a conversation with someone today
where the topic does not turn to the dismal situation taking
place around us. For this reason, I have vowed to share my
faith and speak words of encouragement as often as I can.

wealth, power, and fame.
We are following in the footsteps of others who have
Nevertheless, there is hope for us. We do not have to
suffer the consequences that others suffered. We have the
through in no time at all. But it will take a nation of repented
hearts and praying people. I am glad we serve a forgiving
If you are not sharing your faith, you could be holding
be the one person who can reach that person who has given
up all hope.
because you can. Believe it or not, you do make a difference
to someone even though you may have no idea about who
that person(s) may be.
We never know who may be watching us. Therefore,
as Christians we must maintain an attitude of joyous
thankfulness. We must live in an above reproach manner,
and we should do nothing that might give someone reason to
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I
have overcome the world” John 16:33.
Jesus faced the same kind of trials and inhumane situations
Jesus was able to reject the spiritual forces of this world that
tried to distract and prevent Him from living in obedience to
We can live as Jesus lived if we have the faith that He had.
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—Area Deaths—

Ronald Bruce Helzerman
Pastor Ronald Bruce Helzerman went home to be with the

sister in law, Ruth (Tremble) Helzerman who had gone on
years, Jane Helzerman, who diligently and faithfully cared for
him through the end of his journey.
He will also be remembered by his brothers: Richard (Brenda)
Helzerman, Edward (Diann) Helzerman, Raymond (Karen)
Helzerman, Douglas (Sandra) Helzerman, Larry (Debby)
(Christi) Helzerman, David (Hannah) Helzerman, Stephen
(Samantha) Helzerman. His daughters: Christy (James II)
grandchildren, and several cousins, nieces, and nephews
Ron was a humble servant of the Lord. He was a bold
He also served as pastor of Lighthouse Baptist Church for the
past 23 years. His greatest passion and what motivated him
the most was the publishing of scriptures. His work in the
Bearing Precious Seed ministry was his driving force. “By love
serving one another.” He was interested in getting the Word of
culture. S.O.S. was his motto representing Souls Over Seas.

Robert E. Smith
Robert Enoch Smith of Fowlerville, better known as Bob,
passed away peacefully on January 31, 2021.
Bob turned 101 years old on December 27, 2020!
farmhouse. He achieved many accomplishments in his life.
The short list is working on his family farm that he owned
after his father died. He then was married and started a family.
Farm Bureau for 28 years before retiring and was known as
Bureau.
Bob was a member of the Livingston Intermediate School
the president. He also served on the Blue Cross Blue Shield
In his younger years, he served as the supervisor for
Handy Township and was a member of the Fowlerville Fair

Fowlerville Rotary Club.
Bob enjoyed public speaking, social events, dancing,
going to be a great day.”
granddaughters, Kati Venturato and Angie Venturato. He was
preceded in death by his parents, Temple and Julia Smith; his
The visitation took place at Herrmann Funeral Home
service. Funeral services began at 12 noon, with Pastor

of Fowlerville.
Arrangements were handled by Herrmann Funeral Home of
Fowlerville.

many churches to encourage pastors and congregations to get
involved in this monumental undertaking. He had a gentle,
meek, and quiet spirit. He would often say, “A soft answer
turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.” He was a
loving husband and dedicated father. He worked hard to provide
will be greatly missed!
Our family is thankful for the Angela Hospice staff who made
was there for us morning and evening every day graciously
serving and helping.
A visitation and funeral service for Ron was held Thursday,

Michigan residents advised to beware
of law-enforcement scam calls
beware of scammers posing
as law enforcement agencies or other companies demanding
payment for warrants or services via gift card. The warning was

– falsifying the phone number that appears on your caller ID –
local law enforcement phone numbers, and when answered,
and money and/or there is a warrant out for their arrest.
The scammer tells the victim to wire money and/or purchase gift
cards. They are then instructed to provide the gift card numbers
over the phone to take care of the warrant.
of
.
From identifying the signs of a scam call to actual recordings
of such calls, this information is in place to equip anyone with
the tools they need to combat this public nuisance. A library of
consumer alerts is also available to the public and number of
scam examples.
If you believe you are the target of a scam, but want to be
sure, hang up the phone immediately and independently verify
the identity of the caller. Call the phone number you know to be
correct and never give out any personal information to someone
who initiates a phone call. To report fraud or if you have a
general consumer complaint,
Consumer Protection Team online
.

Robert Hart Ruttman
Robert Hart Ruttman, known as Bob, was born January

joined the Peace Corps and traveled to Kathmandu, Nepal,
where he worked as an agricultural consultant.
Upon return to the US, the couple purchased a cabin in
agent and as a sanitation attendant at the township “dump”.
their family.

Association and the American Holstein Friesian Association.
He served as Iosco Township Supervisor, was on the
Fowlerville Fair Board, was a director of the Livingston
County Soil Conservation, and was also an avid hunter and
Bob loved his newspaper puzzles, visits from family,
playing euchre, indulging in a big bowl of butter pecan ice
cream, making his renowned peanut brittle and his trademark
Toast Lifters.

(Jamie), Pete (Amber), Shawn, (Perry), John (Jessica),
(Luke), nineteen great-grandchildren, many nieces, nephews
and extended family. He is preceded in death by his daughter,
Becky; brother, Frank (Betty); and sisters, Celia (Hollis)
Lounsbury, and Ruth (Leslie) White.
Due to Covid, a private funeral service was held at Herrmann
family then invited friends join them for memorial service
and luncheon held at Krebsview Farms at 12:30pm.
Lewiston—the Congregational Church of Christ—or the The
expressed at pjherrmannfuneralhome.com.
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Kreeger Elementary
School News

2:50
ONLINE STUDENTSKREEGER VALENTINE’S DAY CANDY GRAMS
UPDATED COVID INFORMATION

NEW STUDENT ENROLLMENT
GLADIATOR WEARFYI***
DOES YOUR CHILD KNOW WHAT TO DO AT
DISMISSAL TIME?

CALENDAR OF KREEGER EVENTS

Little Glads

JUST for KIDS
Valentine’s Day Acrostic Poem
Write an acrostic poem about Valentine’s Day.
Begin each line with a word or sentence that
starts with the letter on that line.

Just for Kids page is sponsored by:
ATTENTION PARENTS:

Timothy Tersigni, D.C.
Offering Laser Therapy
103 W. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville

517-223-9276

Fax 517-223-9278 • Email: dr-tim@hotmail.com
Most Insurances Accepted • Walk-Ins Welcome

If you do not name a guardian to raise your child and
the unlikely happens, would you want a total
stranger to decide who will raise your child?
Before it is too late, please call:
today for a free initial consultation regarding

Wills / Trusts / Estate Planning.

1-888-288-5LAW
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Longtime Fowlerville resident
offers two dessert recipes
By Dawn Horton

APPLE SQUARES

Pamela Lynn Madura

***

Fowlerville District Library is
excited to announce that the library
is opening to the community up to 30% capacity with
no appointments needed starting Tuesday, February 16.

PUMPKIN SQUARES

Fowlerville Junior High
School News

The library will be closed for
President’s Day, Monday February 15th.

ER
Esteban Rubio

IMPORTANT DATES:
1 Peter 5:10 ESV
And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will

Fowlerville High
School News

Realtor®

Thinking About Buying or Selling?
Call Es Today!

***
SPORTS FOR WEEK OF FEB. 8:

(517) 515-3249
746 S. Grand Ave.
Fowlerville, MI 48836

OFFICE HOURS

LINDA WALKER
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Hello Friends,

IMPORTANT DATES AND TIMES TO NOTE:
Watch your emails from Mr. Lusk

***
YEARBOOK INFORMATION

517-223-8078

Parents & Seniors 2021 –

lindawalkeratty@sbcglobal.net
Students and parents,

O
X
O

Aleta’s Flowers & Gifts
111 S. Grand, Fowlerville

(517) 223-7440

Sunday, February 14th is Valentine’s Day!

Celebrate Your Love this Valentine’s Day!
• Roses • Plants • Plush •
• Fresh Arrangements • Balloons • Candy •

We want to be your florist!

Ordering Transcripts (Michigan eTranscripts)

Parents having trouble using MISTAR

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

Juniors and Seniors interested in the Co-op Program:

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X
O

X
O
X

X It’s easy, just stop in, call us, or shop online at
O
X Monday thru Friday 9am-5pm; Saturday 9am-5pm; Sunday 9am-3pm
O

X
O
X
O
X
O
X
O
X
O
X
O
X
O
X
O
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Michigan DNR Fishing Tips—

Four tips for catching
northern pike in winter

Now may be the time to learn some tips and tricks for
targeting northern pike through the ice:
1.
practically invisible to any pike, as opposed to a steel leader.
2.
Keep your bait lively by using both a well-aerated
bait container and very sharp hooks to minimize injury.
3.
such as a small spinner blade, to entice pike in murky water.
4.
Don’t be afraid to keep some slush around your
hole in the ice to prevent pike from being spooked by your
opening.

Webberville Report

John (Jack) kane, RealtoR
Serving you
continuously since 1974

Kanehomes@hotmail.com • Mobile 517-204-2451
Harmon Real Estate, LLC • 517-223-9193

Senior Spotlight—Hayden Heinig
The room lights up when senior Hayden Heinig walks
in--he has such a positive attitude, energy and sense of
determination.
“I would say that Hayden is a hard worker and never gives
up,” secondary teacher Mrs. Kerry Keuvelaar said. “This will
serve him well in life.”
Heinig is this week’s Senior Spotlight and is the son of
Alan and Colette Heinig and brother to Emma Heinig, who is
a freshman at Webberville High School.
is Mrs. Keuvelaar.
Heinig said. “She has always inspired me to be the best
person I can be.”
As a junior and now as a senior, Heinig has attended the
Wilson Talent Center.
Heinig is a part of a program called Career Start at WTC.
Career Start is a program that teaches communication skills,
teamwork, and increases employability skills. Heinig works
in the school store for Career Start.
Heinig has many friends at WHS, one of them being Joshua
Moran who is also a senior this year.

HARTMAN SEPTIC, LLC
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

Serving Livingston County &
Surrounding Areas
Multiple Rate Job Discount

License #47-27

517-294-8433

Gary Hartman
Owner/Operator

BIGOS

EQUIPMENT
RENTAL
Skytrak
Mini Excavator

with grapple - all size buckets

Track Skid Steer
Rubber Tire Skid Steer

Post hole auger, grapple bucket &
trencher attachments available.

50 ft. Man Lift 4x4 Self Propelled
50 ft. Man Lift
Pull Behind Trailer Style

Concrete Buggy
Pick Up or Delivery
All equipment is in excellent condition.

Daily or Weekly Rental

Fowlerville, MI

517-223-5000
Visit us at

www.bigosprecast.com

always being funny and making me laugh whenever I’m
going through my own problems,” Moran said.
After graduation, Heinig plans on going into the workforce,
ing job, committed
relationship and just enjoying life as a whole.
He has positive words for students to
“The advice I would give to underclassmen is to get good
grades,” Heinig said. “Show respect for your teachers.
They’re preparing you for the future.”

VINA Community Dental
Center accepting new patients

Now is the perfect time for Livingston County residents
to apply to receive dental care at VINA. The clinic fully
reopened in August 2020 and has since taken care of the postmonth long closure. VINA is continuing to schedule regular
check-ups and hygiene appointments for current patients.
During this time of the year, VINA schedules less basic
dental appointments, making now the ideal time for new
economic impact of COVID-19, many Livingston County
residents now qualify for VINA but may not be aware.
To qualify for VINA, patients must be residents of
Livingston County for the past six months, have no dental
insurance and have an income at or below 225% of the
Federal Poverty Level (FPL). This is an annual income of
$28,102 for an individual and $38,047 for a couple. For more
information about applying and requirements, visit the VINA
Eligibility page.
VINA provides a multitude of services, depending on the
dental needs of each patient. Services include oral cancer
dental education and more. VINA patients only pay $25 for
basic dental visits and $10 for hygiene visits.
Safety is a priority for those coming to VINA for dental
work during the COVID-19 pandemic. Patients wait in
their vehicle until their doctor and chair are ready for them.
Upon entering the building, all staff, volunteers and patients

Webberville Elementary Staff Spotlight
Mrs. Kari Radzwion is the school psychologist for
Webberville Community Schools. Before becoming a
psychologist, she was a high school English and Psychology
strives to incorporate trauma-informed strategies in her
practice. Student support, and evaluations for special
education services are a large part of her job.
She lives in Williamston with her husband, a daughter,
and their two dogs. Their family is excited about their second
child, who is due in May 2021!

NIESA Fire Report (Northeast Ingham
Emergency Service Authority)
Wednesday January 27 and Thursday January 28 were
quiet days for NIESA, there were no emergency responses.
On Friday January 29
th

th

th

emergency was in Williamstown Township. There were two
Township, and a mutual aid response to Fowlerville. The

location. The response into Williamstown Township was also
faulty detectors.
Saturday January 30 NIESA responded to four emergency
medical calls. Two of the responses were in the Village of
Webberville, one was in Leroy Township, and one in Locke
Township.
On Sunday January 31 NIESA received three emergency
medical calls. The responses occurred in Locke Township,
Leroy Township, and Williamstown Township.
Monday February 1 NIESA responded to six calls.
Five responses were for medical emergencies, and one
was a vehicle accident. Four of the emergency medical
responses occurred in the City of Williamston, and one was
in Williamstown Township. The motor vehicle accident
occurred in Williamstown Township on Haslett Rd.
On Tuesday February 2 NIESA responded to six
emergency medical calls, and one vehicle accident. The
th

st

st

nd

Township. The six emergency medical calls occurred in
the following areas; three in the City of Williamston, two in
Williamstown Township; and one in Leroy Township.
answer screening questions and have their temperature taken.
Patients, staff, and volunteers are required to always wear
masks, aside from patients during their dental exams or
procedures.
VINA has new COVID safety equipment to keep patients,
clinic and waiting room. There are also sneeze guards and
hand sanitizer in the waiting room for when patients check in
and out for their appointment. All staff and volunteers wear
appropriate PPE when in contact with patients to minimize
potential exposure and transmission.
VINA Community Dental Center of Livingston County is
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Gov. Whitmer launches bipartisan $30M
Michigan Reconnect program
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer joined with Republican and
Democratic legislators last week to announce the launch of
the $30 million Michigan Reconnect program, the largest
effort in state history to ensure that more than 4.1 million
Michiganders who are 25 or older and do not have a college
degree will have an opportunity to earn a tuition-free associate
“All Michiganders deserve a pathway to a good-paying
job, whether they choose to pursue a college degree, technical
said during
a virtual news conference. “Michigan Reconnect will
connect thousands of Michiganders to good-paying jobs and
connect businesses with the talent they need to thrive in their
communities. I’m proud of the hard work that has gone into
creating this historic new opportunity and look forward to
continuing bipartisan work with lawmakers toward our goal
of ensuring 60% of Michiganders will have a postsecondary
degree by 2030.”
Michigan Reconnect will pay the cost of tuition for
eligible adults who want to pursue an associate degree or

state Rep. Sheryl Kennedy, D-Davison – approved $30
million in state funding.

a top concern in the most recent Michigan Future Business
Index Report. Michigan Reconnect will help address the
dual challenges of the state’s widening talent gap and aging
workforce.
As of 2019, only 41% of Michigan’s working-age residents
had an associate degree or higher, placing Michigan at 31st in
the nation. The average age of Michigan’s 365,232 residents
currently enrolled at a community college is 25.7 years old,
and more than 36% are 25 or older, according to the Michigan
Community College Association.
“Even if Michigan were able to keep every high school and
gap,” Sen. Horn said. “Our aim with Michigan Reconnect
is to meet our state’s workforce need by encouraging and
assisting residents to afford and achieve a college credential
to adults wanting to pursue postsecondary education, if they
choose to.”
_______________________________________________

Chiropractic Health Center
of Fowlerville
103 W. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville

“Over 15 Years Serving The Local Community”

program also offers skills scholarships to help cover the cost
of tuition through more than 70 private training schools with
industries such as manufacturing, construction, information
technology, healthcare or business management.
Michiganders can submit applications at Michigan.gov/
Reconnect.
complete and can be done on a mobile device.
Reconnect scholarships are accepted by all Michigan
community colleges and are even available to eligible adults
who are already enrolled in their local community college.
The program pays the remaining balance of tuition and
have been applied. For those who choose to attend an out-ofdistrict community college, Reconnect will pay the in-district
portion of tuition.
The Michigan Department of Labor and Economic
Opportunity (LEO) is administering Reconnect in partnership
with the Michigan Department of Treasury.
“Reconnect offers a path for so many Michiganders
hoping to begin – or complete – their education and career
journey,” said LEO Acting Director Susan Corbin. “This
program, like so many others we’re focused on, will help
expand opportunity for all Michiganders and make Michigan
a better place to live, work and play.”
To be eligible for Michigan Reconnect, you must:
--Be at least 25 years old when you apply
--Have lived in Michigan for a year or more
--Have a high school diploma
--Have not yet completed a college degree (associate or
bachelor’s)
Funding for Michigan Reconnect was introduced in Gov.
Whitmer’s FY 2020-21 budget proposal. A bipartisan group
of legislators – led by state Sen. Ken Horn, R-Frankenmuth,
state Sen. Jim Ananich, D-Flint, state Rep. Ben Frederick,
R-Owosso, state Rep. Sarah Anthony, D-Lansing, and former

& AUTO GLASS
3030 Fowlerville Rd.
Fowlerville Exit 129

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8am-6pm

517-223-3721
jamiestjohn@dickscott.com

WINTER’s Arrived!
Time to make
your car
or truck
sparkle!

YOU CHOOSE YOUR COLLISION CENTER BECAUSE...

COUPON

FREE

Loaner with Collision Repair
DickScottCollision-Fowlerville.com

________________________________________________
Michiganders without a college degree or training
credential often face economic challenges. A 2020 analysis
by the American Association of Community Colleges
reports the median earnings of full-time employees with a
high school degree is $40,510 annually, while those with
an associate degree make $50,079 per year, based on U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics data.
“Michigan Reconnect is a win for Michiganders across our
entire state,” Rep. Anthony said. “When adults earn degrees
and gain new skills, they have the ability to advance in the
Several organizations from all sectors of the state’s
economy have pledged to work as Reconnect Champions to
promote awareness of the program, including the Michigan
Manufacturers Association.
“By helping workers get the training they need to thrive,
businesses will have the much-needed skilled talent required
to succeed,” said MMA President and CEO John Walsh.
“Michigan Reconnect helps businesses across the state
increase the size and quality of our workforce and serves as
an incredible asset for economic mobility.”
Individuals looking to take advantage of Reconnect
who are unsure what they’d like to study are encouraged to
consider some of Michigan’s high-demand careers. A list of
those careers and wages by occupation and region is available
on the Michigan Reconnect website.
A virtual news conference tour through March will also
the state. The events will feature state legislators and local
leaders representing community colleges and business and
workforce development organizations, as well as testimonials
from prospective Michigan Reconnect applicants from every
region of the state.
While more than 8 in 10 parents of a Michigan high
school student expect their child to earn a college degree,
70% said that high costs are a barrier, according to a
survey commissioned by the Michigan Association of State
Universities.
Michigan Reconnect is an ideal solution for those families
and students who initially decided they couldn’t afford to
pay tuition to attend community college or feared taking on
student loan debt, Gov. Whitmer noted.
The program builds on the success of the Futures for
Frontliners initiative Gov. Whitmer launched last September
and to which more than 120,000 Michiganders submitted
applications by the Dec. 31 deadline.
for Frontliners offered tuition-free college or high school
completion to Michiganders who provided essential frontline services during COVID-19 Stay Home, Stay Safe orders
between April and June 2020.
Approximately 20,000 Michiganders who applied but
didn’t qualify for Futures for Frontliners and are 25 years or
older will automatically be eligible for tuition-free college
assistance with Michigan Reconnect.
Eligible residents can learn more and apply for Michigan
Reconnect at michigan.gov/Reconnect.

DEEP LASER THERAPY NOW OFFERED
We Offer Many Types Of Adjustments Including
IMPULSE INSTRUMENT ADJUSTMENT
The no “popping, no cracking” adjustment.
• Accepting new patients
• Walk-Ins welcome
• Pediatric adjustments
• Sports injuries

• Nutritional support &
testing
• Massage therapy
• Deep-Tissue laser therapy

(517) 223-9276
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

New Hours: Monday 9-6:30, Tuesday 9-1:30
Wednesday & Thursday 9-6, Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-Noon

Iosco Township
Notice of Zoning Board
of Appeals Meeting
February 23rd, 2021,
7:00 P.M.
Iosco Township Hall
2050 Bradley Rd.,
Webberville, MI 48892
The Iosco Township Zoning Board of Appeals
will be holding a meeting at 7:00PM on Tuesday
February 23rd, 2021 to review petitions for zoning variances for the following petitions:
4520 Dutton Rd, Gregory, MI 48137, Property ID
# 4709-29-100-002, for a variance of the Iosco
Township Zoning Ordinance at the property referenced above, that would allow the applicant to
erect a barn within the 25 feet of his side property
line instead of the required 50 feet.
48137, Property ID # 4709-33-300-041, for a variance of the Iosco Township Zoning Ordinance at
the property referenced above, that would allow
the erection of an accessory structure that will result in the structure being beyond the front plane
of the house.
The Public has the right to appear before the
Zoning Board to express their views and opinions on the request. Written comments should
be sent to the Township at the mailing address
Julie Dailey
Iosco Township Clerk
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFIED SECTION
Call (517)223-8760

Office Located at 206 E. Grand River, Fowlerville MI
Fowlerville News & Views

TRASH REMOVAL:
Basements, Garages, Commercial Buildings. Full service. “We do

-DEADLINE THURSDAY BY 3PMFOWLERVILLE WAL-MART is hiring Overnight Stockers.

PAINTING/POWER

WASHING.

AUSTIN
Houses

(Interiors

***
BRENDA’S PET GROOMING--Quiet home setting. Saturdays
only. Iosco Road, Webberville. By appointment only. Please call
***
TRAILER REPAIR: Wheel Bearings, Lights, Axles, Springs and

3724.
***
EVANS GARAGE DOOR REPAIR AND INSTALLATION.

***
CASH 4 CARS!!!

***
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR: Lawn Mowers, Rototillers, Pressure

***
FLOORING:

and

today at: walmartcareers.com
***
DIRECT CARE STAFF NEEDED: To take care of disabled adults

HARDWOOD

.
***
McKENZIE ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE. Sherry Prevo.

***
BOB’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
***
D&R ROOFING & SIDING:
***
EXCAVATION SERVICES—
Driveway Grading & Stone,

***

NOTICE OF SALE

A liquidation sale will be held on February 24, 2021
@ 11:00 a.m. to dispense of the items stored in:
Unit #49/82 - Yvonne Lowell
THIS SALE IS SUBJECT TO CANCELLATION WITHOUT NOTICE.

NELSON MINI STORAGE

9177 West Grand River • Fowlerville, MI 48836
(517) 223-0137

PROFESSIONAL
DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE ELECTRICIAN
HARMON
CRAMPTON
REAL ESTATE ELE C T R I C
Serving the community
since 1946

517-223-9193

***
FOWLERVILLE FEED & PET is looking for Mill help

Stump Grinding

***
CRAFTSMAN 24-INCH SNOWBLOWER.

Little Glad Early Childhood Center
offering private tours, enrollment

***
Jim Dubiel – Jan. 31 & Feb. 7
2003 TOYOTA CAMRI FOR SALE
***
DOWNTOWN FOWLERVILLE one-bedroom apartment.
***
FOWELRVILLE WAL-MART

want the best environment for their children and to be able
to see the program where they are entrusting their children.
safe tours and enrollment.
following:
Readiness

walmartcareers.com
***
MOVING SALE: Everything goes! Including:

COMPANY, INC.

Commercial, Industrial,
Residential

Childhood Center.

Michigan
House
Report

Insured. License No. 03685

10975 W. Grand
River, Fowlerville

LORI KILLEN
Associate Broker

Keller Williams RealtyFowlerville

746 S. Grand Ave.

(517) 294-6977
Email:
LoriKillenRealtor@gmail.com

(517) 223-9691,
223-3756 or
223-7196
ENTERTAINMENT
TODD’S
ANTENNA
& SATELLITE

***
24/7 PRIVATE PROPERTY SECURITY
Over Night Marked Vehicle Presence
CRIME WATCH & PREVENTION FOR:
Business • Home • Farm • Construction Sites
Cemeterys • Hunting Land • Camps • Parks
Flower & Fireworks Stands • Xmas Tree Lots
Car Dealerships • Farmers Market • Marinas
AFFORDABLE PARKING LOT PATROL
(810) 429 4123

Fowlerville, MI

(517) 223-1200
Cell: 517-404-9002

***
relief supplemental package. I am glad we were able to
take action with a recovery plan that includes getting kids
back in the classroom and participating in sports and other
extracurricular activities.
***
As your state representative, my main goal is to be accessible
th
to the people of the 47th
at
4pm, I will be holding a virtual coffee hour through Zoom. I

antenna TV channels.
“Cut the cable!”

ALL HOME ENTERTAINMENT NEEDS SINCE
1991. TODD FEAR, OWNER/INSTALLER

CHIROPRACTOR

Chiropractic
“Dr. Tim” Tersigni

Family • Pediatric
Sports Injuries
Massage Therapy
WALK-INS WELCOME

746 S. Grand Ave.,
Fowlerville

(517) 223-9276

This past week I began meeting with my House committees.
As the vice chair of the Local Government and Municipal
Finance committee and a member of Insurance Policy,
Military, Veterans, and Homeland Security, and the
Communications and Technology committee, I look forward
County.

WWW.LORIKILLEN.COM Up to 60 over-the-air FREE

Health Center

By Bob Bezotte,
47nd District

“Serving the Local
Communities”

Celebrating
Our 36th Year

206 E. Grand River
P.O Box 937,
Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-8760

DUMP TRUCK FOR SALE Automatic,
hydraulic, low miles. $9,995. Call 248-410-0311
for appointment to see.
SERVICES AVAILABLE also: Excavating, Road
Grading, Snow Plowing. Guaranteed Best Deal.

Shop Local

register on my Facebook page “State Representative Bob
If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate
RobertBezotte@
house.mi.gov.
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—Area Deaths—

U.S.
Congress
Report

Fowlerville High School
CTE Student of the Week

By Elissa Slotkin,
8th District, U.S. House
of Representatives

Joins Bipartisan Group Urging Action
on US-Canada Border Policy
of Congress from both parties in a letter sent last week to the

Eric Dean Spencer
cancer. Cremation has taken place and a private family
memorial service to honor his life will be at Cedar River

to submit a plan to implement appropriate public health
measures at land ports of entry.
said. “So many Michiganders have family members and
property across the border, and the uncertainty that comes

further details will be announced by his family and Watkins

work with how we operate here in our state, or in Canada. In
the meantime, we have seen humanitarian exceptions move

College to become a minister but moved on working for

travel since March. Slotkin is advocating that through
binational cooperation, the United States can put together
has been taken to date. The letter also calls on the Biden
the northern border by ensuring all Customs and Border
land border access for the Michiganders who own property
in Canada or have loved ones across our northern border.
“As we approach one year of restricted travel, we also must
on individuals, families, businesses, and communities on

Hickmott, Laube, Pitt and Wiedmyer families, Cedar River
Chapel And Best Mother in law Clara Binetti.

continued ritual of monthly extensions without substantive
signs of collaboration or progress only increases uncertainty
represent – including those on U.S. soil accessible only
***

Statement on COVID Relief Rule Vote
onciliation process to move forward as a potential vehicle for

MARION TOWNSHIP
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED
MINUTES
January 28, 2021
The regular electronic meeting of the Marion
Township Board was held on Thursday, January
28, 2021 at 7:30 pm. Members Present: Hanvey,
Andersen, Beal, Donovan, Lloyd, Durbin, Lowe.
Members Absent: None. The following action was
taken: 1) Call to Order. 2) Call to the Public. 3)
Motion carried to approve agenda as amended;
motion carried to approve consent agenda. 4)
Motion carried to adopt a resolution to approve
submitting permit for Coon Lake Canadian Geese
management and nest destruction for 5 years. 5)
Motion carried to postpone discussion on Tamarack Place until review is done by attorney. 6) Motion carried to authorize staff to assign 26 REUs
owned by Elkow Homes to designated lots in
Marion Oaks. 7) Motion carried to send Harvest
Drive potential violation to Carlisle Wortman for
enforcement. 8) Motion carried to adopt resolution to authorize clerk to sign four-year agreement
for Howell, Pinckney, and LESA school elections.
9) Correspondence & Updates. 10) Call to the
Public. 11) Motion to adjourn at 9:05 pm.
Tammy L. Beal, MMC
Township Clerk
Robert W. Hanvey
Township Supervisor
(2-7-21 FNV)

people. To that end, I welcomed seeing the promising biparti
san talks President Biden has hosted at the White House last
week. While I am voting yes today on the possible use of the
budget reconciliation process to pass another round of CO
prefer that the Biden Administration, the Senate and House
san package before that March timeline.

Photo by Mike Jain of Michigan Photography

Jack LaPres
Congratulations to this week’s Career Technical Education Student of the Week at Fowlerville High School,
Jack LaPres! Jack is being recognized for his efforts in
the Emergency Medical Technician program through
Livingston Career & Technical Education. This is a oneyear program which provides senior students the chance
class daily at Livingston County EMS’s main base and
complete clinicals on Livingston County EMS ambulances. Through this program students have the opportunity to earn their EMT license, which then affords them
the opportunity to work on an ambulance.
Participating students come from several high schools
within the county. Through this program students get to
Being a part of the EMT program also means getting to
learn about different sectors of healthcare. This is an excellent opportunity and may help guide students as they
pursue for a career.
When asked his favorite part about the class, Jack
stated, “My favorite part of class is the bond you make
with your classmates. We are a bunch of different people
from different schools, different backgrounds, different
walks of life but we are all there with the same goal, we
all want to complete the course and pass our national
registry and get our EMT license and go make a difference in the world.”
ment in a big city. He stated, “It’s been a dream of mine
ell.” Following in his father’s footsteps has always been
something he’s wanted to do. Jack took a big step last
year and completed the Fire Academy program and was
When asked about how this class is helping to prepare
him for his future career goals, Jack stated, “This class
is preparing me by giving me the training and skills I

“In addition, the

to the pandemic itself, not used as an opportunity to push
American people want to know that their government is seri
ous about pandemic relief and is capable of healthy, biparti
san debate and negotiation, and I urge all sides to use these

Authorized Generator

Sales & Service Dealer

setting.”
clude, how to administer different kinds of medication,
assisting with cuts and bruises, and how to support people who are experiencing shock due to a traumatic event.
To those considering this program, Jack stated, “Take
it. Plain and simple take it, even if you don’t see yourself
working in this career it’s great information to know for
life in general.” Jack emphasizes that this class isn’t particularly easy as there is plenty of work involved, but he
feels, “it’s all worth it in the end.” Congratulations once
again to Jack LaPres!

Sponsored by:

Generator Financing Now Available!
127 N. Grand Ave., Fowlerville
(517) 223-2302 • ionelectric.org

517-223-8014
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Michigan DNR Showcase

Generations of Michigan
By Bradley Parsons
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
On a frosty winter morning, two anglers are on their way

Hayden and Craig Gosen display trophy steelhead
catches. (Hayden Gosen photo)

211 N. Grand, Fowlerville

Guaranteed Installation

1 block north of Grand River

517-223-9231

We carry the fully
Waterproof plank

flooring that is taking
the market by storm!

Now oN sale thru February 28, 2021!
take 10% oFF materials aNd labor
oN all hard surFace FlooriNg.
we also have 0 perceNt FiNaNciNg oN
12 moNth terms with NothiNg dowN.
Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00-5:30
Tues til 7:00, Sat 10:00-3:00

Customized Financing
Available!

www.CARPETDEPOTFLOORINGMI.com
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“In urnace in
first ftober of
Oc 7!”
197

ALL

Victory Mechanical is a family
based operation. Run by Father,
Son and Grandson, along with
some help from knowledgeable,
honest, dedicated employees.

(517) 223-0203
FEEL FREE TO CALL!

“NO Games,

NO Gimmicks”

Service
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Water Heaters
New Construction
Replacement
Light Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Fowlerville & Beyond

www.victorymechanical.com

