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$50 OFF 
NEW PATIENT TREATMENT*
*Must present ad at appointment. Some restrictions may apply. Expires 1/31/2023.

FREE Emergency Exam & X-RayFREE Emergency Exam & X-Ray
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Fowlerville High School names Matt 
Copeland as new varsity football coach
    Fowlerville High School has named Matt Copeland, a longtime 
educator with the district, as the new varsity head football coach.
   The announcement was made by Athletic Director Brian Osborn 
last Wednesday. He noted that Copeland is “a teacher and coach 
in the district” and “has done a tremendous job in the classroom 
and on the athletic field.”
      Copeland takes over for Jon Fletcher who stepped down at the 
end of the football season after being in charge of the program for 
the past six seasons. Fletcher was 22-33 during that time and was 
2-2 in his playoff appearances. 
    It was also announced that Nick Semke has been promoted to 
the varsity football staff and will serve as associate head coach 
and offensive coordinator.
   The new head coach is no stranger to the school’s football 
program, having served many different roles on the staff over the 
years during the Fletcher, Bret Shrader and Jack Wallace eras. 

     Matt Copeland, left, has been named as the new head varsity football coach at Fowlerville High School, while Nick 
Semke will serve as associate head coach and offensive coordinator.

    “Coach Copeland brings a high degree of knowledge to this 
position,” said Osborn. “He has been a member of the Fowlerville 
Football coaching staff for a total of seventeen seasons. He has 
coached numerous positions and has held a variety of coaching 
roles.”
    In addition to being part of the football program, he is  
currently also a member of the coaching staff for the school’s 
track program and earlier served as the varsity softball coach for 
eight seasons.
    He grew up in Fowlerville and is a 1994 graduate. After 
earning his college degree, he returned to his alma matter 
midway through the 2000-2001 school year to teach at the junior 
high. The following fall he began his coaching career.  
     “Coach Copeland has consistently challenged student athletes 
to be successful academically and athletically,” Osborn pointed 
out, adding that “He has stressed and taught accountability, 

Continued on page 2
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Conway Township
Planning Commission

 The Planning Commission will meet at the 
Fowlerville Junior High School Auditorium at 7677 
Sharpe Road, Fowlerville Mi 48836 on Monday 
January 9, 2023 at 7 p.m.

Elizabeth Whitt
Conway Township Clerk

(01-01 and 01-08-23 FNV)

Iosco Township Winter 
Property Tax Bills

 Winter 2022 property tax bills may be paid at 
Bank of Ann Arbor, Fowlerville branch only. The 
address is 760 South Grand Avenue, Fowlerville. 
Payments will be accepted from Dec. 1st, 2022 to 
Feb. 14th, 2023.  Please include the lower portion 
of your bill with payment.
	 The	 Treasurer’s	 office	 will	 be	 open	 Tuesday,	
Feb. 14th  from 9am to 5pm, and Tuesday, Feb. 
28th from 9am to 5pm, in addition to Thursdays 
from 1pm to 5pm. The hall is located at 2050 
Bradley Road. You may also mail your payment, 
drop it in the drop box at the hall, or pay online. 
www.ioscotwp.com
 Thank you,
 Amanda Bonnville, Iosco Township Treasurer

(12-18-22 & 1-8-23 FNV)

Matt Copeland as new 
varsity football coach, 
continued
responsibility, technique, and discipline to all of his student 
athletes in all facets of their lives. In addition, he has 
emphasized the importance of teamwork, character and 
leadership development as well as communication skills. 
He is extremely dedicated and committed to maximizing a 
student athlete’s potential both on and off the field.
     “We are extremely excited to have Matt leading our 
student athletes in the football program as his passion for 
Fowlerville is unparalleled,” Osborn said. “As we move 
into our 100th year of football at Fowlerville, I am confident 
that the knowledge and experience that Coach Copeland 
possesses will help our football program to continue to grow 
and be successful. Matt Copeland is a transformational coach 
who will prepare our athletes for game day but also for the 
game of life.”
    Coach Semke is a Class of 2017 graduate of Fowlerville. 
As its quarterback, he led the 2016 football team to a playoff 
berth and continued to play four years of football at Concordia 
University in Ann Arbor. While in high school, he played in 
other sports.
    Semke has a degree in Sports and Entertainment Business 
and currently is working in the school system as a building 
substitute. He officially joined the high school football 
coaching staff in 2021 and has been the JV and Freshman 
head coach, varsity assistant, JV Offensive Coordinator as 
well as the quarterback and linebacker coach. 
     “Nick has done a great deal of work in the athletic 
department and has shown great leadership,” said Osborn. 
“We are extremely excited to announce this promotion. Nick 
is passionate about coaching and developing student-athletes 
on and off the field. He is a good communicator and connects 
with players in a unique way. Like Matt, he also bleeds purple 
and loves Fowlerville!”
     Copeland, along with Semke, was scheduled to hold a 
‘meet and greet’ this past Friday (Jan. 6) which the players 
were invited to attend. During that gathering, he planned to 
discuss his mission, vision and core values that he feels will 
help continue Fowlerville football on a path of success.

Free to Be Responsible
   Have you ever realized that God’s first gift to humankind 
was freedom? When God created Adam and Eve, He gave 
them the power of personal decision making. God did not 
create humans as emotionless robots forced to obey nor 
with mindless instincts beyond reason. Rather, God instilled 
in humankind the propensity for logic, discernment, and 
contemplative thought that can lead to unique, personal 
decisions. In fact, God’s first recorded interaction with 
Adam was instruction laced with a choice between good and 
evil. So, I think it is fair to say that God finds the gift of our 
freedom important. 
    However, in all circumstances, the existence of freedom 
signifies the need for responsibility. The former cannot long 
endure without the latter. Freedom, for all its wonderful 
benefits, is also a potential gateway to wrongdoing and strife. 
Choice insinuates the presence of right and wrong, or at 
least better and worse, options. When blessed with freedom, 
we are responsible for making the right decision, and we, 
as individuals, must own up to the challenge. Even as we 
choose what we believe is right, others will also exercise their 
freedoms and make choices that affect us. Freedom, if not 
well managed at the personal level, can lead to strife. 
    This need for responsibility was demonstrated with the 
first gift of freedom. Adam and Even had complete freedom 
of choice, but such empowerment brings with it a weight of 
accountability. Adam and Eve exercised their freedom to 
disregard God’s authority and disobey Him, and they bore 
the great consequences. Greater still, their abuse of freedom 
cursed the rest of humankind and the condition of the earth. 
Freedom is tempered with duty. 
    Beyond the grandiloquence, freedom is an obligation. It is 
a trust bestowed upon each of us. While we rightfully enjoy 
freedom’s many benefits, we must never neglect the duty 
that accompanies the rights and privileges. This means being 
good stewards of the time, resources, and abilities afforded to 
us. We should use what we have at our disposal not only to 
do no harm, in the words of Greek physician Hippocrates, but 
also to do good. We should train our minds to view freedom 
as an opportunity to make a difference. 
    I love freedom, and I am thankful that God saw it as such an 
important gift. I want to see freedom preserved in our nation 
and around the world, and we can only accomplish that vision 
through responsible stewardship. We must defend our rights 
by proving to each other that we are diligent caretakers. After 
all, “unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
required” (Luke 12:48). Let us live up to the ideal of freedom 
that we embrace as fellow Americans. 

Caleb
Jenkins
Column
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ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Residential & Commercial

Owner, Steve Parrish

TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM – 5PM
SATURDAY 10AM – 2PM

SUNDAY & MONDAY – CLOSED

9225 W. Grand River, Fowlerville, MI 48836

PARRISH CARPET
   COMPANYLLC

“Over 30 Years In Business”
Expert Installation
by Local Installers

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES!

parrishcarpet.com
(517) 223-2420

parrishcarpet@gmail.com

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.

120 Hale Street • 517-223-9115

“Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!”
NEW HOURS: Monday - Friday • 8am - 5pm

Saturday • 8am - 1pm

Michigan Wood FuelMichigan Wood Fuel

Pellets for Wood Stoves
$265 a pallet (50 - 40 lb. Bags)

OR 
$5.65 a 40 lb. Bag

We have

Water Heaters

for Livestock

& Pets

5” & 6” GUTTERS5” & 6” GUTTERS
Metal Fascia & Vinyl SidingMetal Fascia & Vinyl Siding

30
YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

FULLY
INSURED

CHECK OUR WORK AT CHECK OUR WORK AT TLSEAMLESSGUTTERS.COMTLSEAMLESSGUTTERS.COM
Todd Lamothe - OwnerTodd Lamothe - Owner

TLamothe72@gmail.comTLamothe72@gmail.com • Fowlerville, MI • Fowlerville, MI

Family Owned & OperatedFamily Owned & Operated

Still inStalling During the Winter MonthS!Still inStalling During the Winter MonthS!

Jane’s Garage
Mechanic Shop & Oil ChangeMechanic Shop & Oil Change
(Formerly Randy’s Mechanical Shop)

(517) 223-5989 • 75 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

• Alignments
• Suspension & Steering
• Brakes     • Flushes
• A/C & Heating

Oil Changes
First Come, First Serve

Call for an Appointment

New Hours:
Monday thru Friday  

8am–5pm
Closed Saturday & Sunday

$3.00 OFF
Any Oil Change

www.janesgaragellc.com

HEATHER MAHON
734.649.1428

KW Living  746 S Grand Avenue, Fowlerville, MI 48836

Mahon Homes Real Estate
          with Keller Williams

“Local real estate
experts, here to help.”

Looking for a New Home in the New Year?

Letter to the Community
    ‘Thank You’ from 
     the bottom of my heart
    As most of you know, I have now retired as Executive 
Director of Family Impact Centers. Over the past several 
months, God has made it abundantly clear that His plans for 
my life were changing and that it was time to focus on my 
awesome family. With my two children, their spouses and 
seven grandchildren now all living on the west side of the 
state, I needed to spend more time with them.  
     I’ll admit that, after serving almost 21 years with FIC, 
the decision was not an easy one. However, as I said, God 
made it clear to me, and He gave me total peace. Bottom line: 
Family Impact Centers has always been God’s organization, 
and with Him at the helm, it will continue…  and flourish!  
Praise Him! 
    For the time being I will go back and forth between my 
home here in Fowlerville and my son’s home in Holland.  
However, my plans are to eventually move over there and, at 
the same time, be open to how God wants me to serve Him in 
that location.  I am also anticipating hip replacement surgery 
before too long, and I ask that you please keep me in your 
prayers concerning that.
    So, in closing…
     To all of the partner churches, businesses, organizations 
and individuals who support Family Impact Centers in one 
way or another;
     To all of the dear families and individuals whom we have 

    Barb Dine is now retired as Executive Director of the 
Family Impact Centers.

helped and who have been such a joy and privilege to know 
and to serve over all of these years;
     To everyone who has taken part in the multitude of 
community-wide women’s Bible studies, special events or 
single parenting classes/support groups;
     To the many volunteers who have given and continue 
to faithfully give so much time and energy to guarantee that 
everything runs smoothly and effectively;  
     To the various members of our Board of Directors who 
have always been so supportive;
     To all of you, I say “Thank You from the bottom of my 
heart” for being such an awesome blessing to me and for 
enriching my life so deeply!

With so much love and gratitude,  
Barb Dine

Smith School News
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 7:30 am – 4:30 pm

School Hours: 8:50 am – 3:32 pm
IMPORTANT DATES:
   January 12- Family Fun Math Night 5:30-7:00
   January 16 – NO SCHOOL – MLK Jr Day
   January 18 – PTC Meeting (4:00 pm in Cafeteria)
   January 20 – K-5th Grade ½ Day (Early Dismissal at 12:02 
PM) 
   January 23-27- Color Week
   January 27-PTC Popcorn Day

* * *
Color Week-Let’s break up the dreary winter by wearing 
colors the week of Jan 23-27.  
   Monday- Red
   Tuesday – Yellow
   Wednesday-Green
   Thursday-Blue
   Friday-Purple

* * *
Medication –If your child requires any prescription or non-
prescription medication during the school year, a parent or 
guardian must bring the medication in to the Smith Office 
to drop it off and complete the necessary paperwork. School 
Board Policy states that children are not allowed to 
transport medication.

* * *
FYI- Each school building in the Fowlerville Community 
School District has a Child Study Team / Response to 
Intervention process in place, 
which is a vehicle for staff 
members to review student 
performance, concerns, and 
collaboratively develop 
interventions. If you have 
concerns about your child’s 
development and are 
interested in more information 
on special services, contact 
his/her building Principal.
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GORMLEY LAW OFFICES, PLC

  101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE., FOWLERVILLE              517-223-3758
GORMLEYLAWOFFICES.COM

FREE Initial 
Consultation

LOCAL ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

We are a debt relief agency. We help people file 
for bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.

JOHN L. GORMLEY, ESQ

Divorce / Family Law  
Estate Planning

• Bankruptcy • Criminal Defense 
• Personal Injury • Real Estate 

• Municipal Law • Probate
• Corporate • Business

• Zoning • Land Use

David Palan 
OWNER/PHARMACIST

Mike Heidt 
PHARMACIST

(517) 223-9832
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm,  

Sat. 9am-2pm, Sun. Closed

FOWLERVILLE PHARMACYFOWLERVILLE PHARMACY
119 East Grand River, Fowlerville MI 48836

Your Health
is Our Concern

Most Insurance 
Plans Accepted

Now Accepting Meridian Health Plan

Upcoming Events
Monday – Wednesday: 9:30 am to 7:00 pm

Thursday: 9:30 am to 8:00 pm
Friday: 9:30 am to 6:00 pm

Saturday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday: Closed

    For programs that require registration, please register 
online at https://www.fowlervillelibrary.net/attend/#/events/ 
or call the library at (517) 223-9089. All programs are free!

* * *
STORYTIMES

Toddler Storytime (Ages 1-3)
Get ready to move and groove to some cool tunes and stories 
while developing early literacy skills!
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, Jan. 3 - April 26 ● 10am

* * *
Preschool Storytime (Ages 
3-5)
Have fun singing songs, 
reading stories, dancing, and 
playing!
Tuesdays & Wednesdays, Jan. 
3 - April 26 ● 11am

* * *
Pajama Storytime (Ages 2-6)
Wear your pajamas for an 
evening storytime! We’ll have 
hot cocoa and crafts, too. 
Bring a blanket and a stuffie to 
be extra cozy!
Jan. 17 ● 6pm

* * *
KIDS & FAMILY

Homeschooling Cooperative 
(drop-in)
Engage with other 
homeschooling families for 
fun educational and social 
opportunities. 
Every Monday, starting Jan 9 
● 12:00pm – 1:30pm

* * *
STEAM Unplugged (Ages 
7-11)
Drop in and take part in 
fun STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Mathematics) exercises, 
contraptions, challenges, and 
more!
Jan. 10  ● 4-5pm

* * *

TEENS
Dungeons & Dragons (Ages 12-18) 
Come play D&D 5th Edition!  No prior experience needed.   
Wednesdays, Jan. 4 – Apr. 26 ● 2:30-5pm

* * *
Teen Craft Wednesday
Every Wednesday, Mary will lead you through making fun 
crafts, such as jewelry. All are welcome.
Program room, West (right) door.
Wednesdays ● 2:30-5pm

* * *
Free Gaming (Age 10-18) 
Play Trading Card Games like Magic or Yu-Gi-Oh, crack 
open a board game, or  fire up the Switch.   
Fridays, Jan. 6 - Apr. 28 ● 2:30-5pm

* * *
Twitch Streaming (Online)
Join Connor and Tally and get sneak peeks of our new games!  
twitch.tv/fowlervillelibrary
Mondays Jan. 2 - Apr. 24 ● 3:30-4:30pm   

* * *
Pokemon Go (Age 10+) 
Meet up with fellow PoGo players!  Win raids, do events, and 
register friends!   
Tuesdays, Jan. 3 – Apr. 25 ● 2:30-5pm

* * *
ADULTS

Yoga with Ellen Zezula
Lean into Yin Yoga at the library with Ellen Zezula from 
Simply Authentic. You’ll enjoy soft stretches, and yoga 
asanas, and a touch of meditative practice. No cost, just bring 
your mat, or use one of ours.
Mondays, starting Feb. 6 ● 10am and 6pm

* * *
LITERARY CORNER:
Weekly Adult Writers Group 
Take a break from the busy week and have fun with some 
creative writing prompts.
Tuesdays, Jan. 10 - Apr. 25 ● 2:30pm

* * *
CRAFTING CORNER:
Sewing Craft Projects With Patty Registration required
Join Patty Fitzgerald for fun sewing and quilt projects. From 
beginning to advanced – all levels of skill are welcome.
2nd Fridays, Jan. 13, Feb. 10, Mar. 10, Apr. 14 ● 11:30-2pm

* * *
Tea: Tea Sampling Kit
January is National Hot Tea Month! Stop by during open 
hours to grab a to-go bag filled with 5 different teas with 
brewing instructions. Inside is also a list of book and movie 
recommendations to enjoy with your teas and some other tea 
goodies! While supplies last.
Jan. 9-20

Every week through the season two Fowlerville H.S. athletes will be saluted for their efforts. Athletes will be selected by
the coaching staff and Athletic Dept. for that “Winning Deal” on a new or used car or truck, see Dick Scott Motor Mall,

“ATHLETES” of the WEEK
2011 Varsity Football

JUD’S FOOTBALL FORECAST
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011

Minnesota 20 at U of M 31
Michigan State 23 at Ohio State 20

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2011
Detroit 27 at Dallas 24

Carolina 17 at Chicago 23
Buffalo 26 at Cincinnati 20

Tennessee 20 at Cleveland 23
Minnesota 23 at Kansas City 17
Washington 20 at St. Louis 27

New Orleans 27 at Jacksonville 16
Pittsburgh 28 at Houston 27

San Francisco 13 at Philadelphia 23
N.Y. Giants 17 at Arizona 20

Atlanta 23 at Seattle 16
Miami 23 at San Diego 31

New England 31 at Oakland 16
Denver 17 at Green Bay 34
N.Y. Jets 17 at Baltimore 30

MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011
Indianapolis 17 at Tampa Bay 31

LAST WEEK: W-13  L-5 
SEASON RECORD: W-25  L-11

MOTOR MALL
Dick Scott

Fowlerville 
High School’s

MOTOR
MALLDick Scott

I-96 and Fowlerville Road, Exit 129 • 3030 Fowlerville Road

1-877-467-4201
SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

SERVICE DEPARTMENT OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
BODY SHOP OPEN: Mon. thru Fri. 8am-6pm

www.DickScott.com

The team is working extremely hard trying to accomplish the goals of: Persistence and
Find A Way Together.  The Gladiators took two tough loses to start the year, but showed
great heart and character.  The Varsity Football team is looking forward to starting the
CAAC Red Competition.

Fowlerville High School’s
“ATHLETES” OF THE WEEK Jud Scott

Girls Varsity Basketball
Brooke Simon is a four year varsity basketball player. She is a tri-captain 
this year. Brooke is our vocal leader on and off the court. She plays multiple 
positions for us. She has a great shot, can attack the basket on the dribble, and 
can defend a bigger player if she has to. Brooke’s experience in practice, as 
well as games, has helped us this year.  
Ava Kuch is also a four year varsity basketball player. She is a tri-captain 
as well. Ava has shown her experience as a veteran player this year. She 
has stepped nicely into the leadership role through her play in games and 
practice. Ava defends extremely well and is one of our leaders in rebounds and 
deflections per game.
Julia Johnson is a four year varsity basketball player. She is a tri-captain 
this year and is our current leader in scoring. Julia also plays great defense, 
often guarding the opponent’s best guard. She is a positive role model, works 
hard every day in practice, and leads by example. Julia is an excellent student 
athlete, plays three sports, and is a member of the high school band. She 
has accepted a scholarship next year to be a member of Eastern Michigan’s 
Women’s Rowing team. We look forward to watching Julia compete at the next 
level.
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------- VACANT LAND  -------
FOR ASSISTANCE AFTER HOURS “CALL” 

SANDY ELDRED @ 517-375-0842

Stop By For Additional Listing Information!

Nice 5 acre parcel zoned B-1 commercial on M-52 with high visibility. There 
is existing well & septic located on the property that may be usable. $129,900
Nice location for this great build site in Linden Place subdivision from 1.5 acre 
parcel with underground utilities with natural gas. One outbuilding ok and paved 
road. Close to schools & shopping. $29,900.
Nice country 1+ acre parcel on a paved road in the Morrice schools. Located 
just 2 ½ miles to town.  $19,900.

Beautiful custom-built brick ranch with over 
5,400 sq.ft. of living space on 18 nice acres. 
This home offers quality features throughout. 
Bright gourmet kitchen with large work island, 
walk-in pantry and all appliances. Hardwood 
floors, cathedral ceilings in the large great room 
with multiple windows to enjoy your view. Full 
finished lower level with full kitchen, bath, fam-
ily room and bedroom. Nice fireplace on each 
level, large 1st floor laundry, security system, 
Trex decking and patio are a few of the extra 
features. Plenty of storage in the attached 3 car 
garage and landscaped yard. All on a paved 
road just minutes from schools & expressway. 
$699,000.

Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch home in a coun-
try subdivision with over ½ acre lot. Features 
include 1st floor laundry, central air, all kitchen 
appliances and full basement plumbed for a 3rd 
bath. Updates include fresh paint throughout, 
new furnace, roof and carpet. Attached 2 car 
garage and landscaped yard. Shows Great. 
$242,500.

New Construction! Beautiful new Cape Cod with 
over 3,000 sq.ft. of finished living space on 5.3 
acres. Features include 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
1st floor master bedroom and 1st floor laundry. 
Large living room with gas fireplace, ceramic tile 
floors in the kitchen, dining and baths. Finished 
daylight basement, 3 car attached garage, full 
covered front porch and Generac generator 
system. Williamston schools. $499,900.

Good location in the Village of Pinckney for this 
4 bedroom, 2 bath home with oversized 3 car 
garage & double lot. Updates in the last 7 years 
include furnace, central air, water heater, roof & 
some windows. Bring your ideas and make this 
your home. $250,000.

EPLEY EXCAVATING
Geothermal Heating & Cooling Systems

• Sewer & Water Lines
• Basements
• Drain Fields
• Driveways 
  (new & restoration)
• Land Clearing
• Trenching

• Demolition
• Trucking
  (haul stone, !ll & sand)
• Firewood
• Snow Plowing

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Save money on your heating & cooling bills
office 517-223-3370 • cell 517-404-7828

www.epleyexcavating.com

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETING AND

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS
LIVINGSTON 

CONSERVATION DISTRICT
 To all residents of the Livingston Conservation 
District, notice is hereby given that on the 20th 
day of March 2023, between the hours of 6:00pm 
and 8:30pm, at the Marion Township Hall, 2877 
W. Coon Lake Rd in Howell, Michigan, an annual 
meeting, and director’s election will be held. On 
the 1st day of February 2023, being forty-five (45) 
days prior to the date of the annual meeting, ab-
sentee ballots are available for voting in this elec-
tion by writing to or calling the Conservation Dis-
trict Office at PO Box 916, Fowlerville, MI 48836, 
or phone (517) 546-4838. 
 Notice is also hereby given to all residents who 
are desiring to run for Conservation District Direc-
tor in this election: petitions signed by at least five 
(5) residents of the Conservation District must be 
filed at the Conservation District Office on or be-
fore January 20, 2023, being sixty (60) days prior 
to the annual meeting.  Residents are individuals 
of legal age who can demonstrate residency in the 
Conservation District via one (1) piece of identifi-
cation.

Tammy L. Beal      
District Administrator

Livingston Conservation District
(1-8-23 FNV)

Longtime Livingston County Planning 
Dept. director retiring on Jan. 13
    Kathleen Kline-Hudson announced that she is retiring as 
‘Principal Planner’ with the Livingston County Planning 
Department on Friday, Jan. 13, after almost 32 years with 
that agency.
    “I was fresh out of University of Michigan graduate school 
with a Masters in Urban Planning, when I got this job,” 
she noted. “Since that time I have also served as Assistant 
Director and most recently as Planning Department Director 
since 2009. As I clean out my office files, I am filled with 
nostalgia. The papers files I’m recycling remind me first of 
all, that we collected a lot of paper in the good old days and 
secondly, I’m reminded of the many great Livingston County 
projects that I’ve had the good fortune of being involved in.”
   These include:
     • The establishment of Livingston County Habitat for 
Humanity - I had the pleasure of helping obtain nonprofit 
status for this brand-new county organization and served 
on the founding Board of Directors as Secretary in the 
early 1990’s.  A highpoint was hearing Millard Fuller, the 
founder of Habitat for Humanity, speak at one of the home 
dedications! 
    • Open Space Communities or PEARL (a acronym 
coined by County Planning, Protecting the Environment, 
Agriculture, and Rural Landscape) - We felt like clustered 
housing/open-space communities were groundbreaking in 
the 1990’s and we were on the forefront with a national ally 
in Randall Arendt who wrote about our Livingston County 

progress in “Rural By Design.” 
    • The U.S. Census of 2000, 2010 and 2020 - It was very 
interesting to revise the census tracts based on population & 
housing unit figures (kind of like putting together a puzzle) 
and to serve on the Complete Count Committees. 
    • The Data Book & Community Profiles - Ah, the Data 
Book was my baby from 1994 to 2003, and I loved putting 
data in tables and graphs and analyzing what the changes 
meant for Livingston County. Did you know that Livingston 
County was the #1 or #2 fastest growing Michigan County 
for two decades (1990 - 2010) What an exciting place to be a 
land use planner!
     • Housing Growth & Opportunities (Hg&o) - Facilitating 
this grass-roots committee that planned for affordable housing 
in Livingston County, was one of my passions! Changing 
public perception of affordable housing was, and continues 
to be, a challenge in Livingston County. 
     • Livingston County Master Plan(s) - Our department 
drafted the first master plan for Livingston County in 2002, 
and the second county-wide master plan in 2018. It was 
remarkable to have the support of the Livingston County 
Planning Commission to create an ‘out-of-box’ style of 
master plan that won four state and national planning awards 
in 2019 and 2020.
     • Livingston County Parks - It has been a great honor to 
organize the openings of two Livingston County Parks; Lutz 
and Fillmore County Parks. Working with the Livingston 
County Parks & Open Space Advisory Committee is truly 
a joy and we have accomplished a lot of park improvements 
over the years! 
     And there are other projects that we patiently wait to see 
the completion of, including: 
     • The M-59 expansion and boulevard from Howell to 
Hartland - in the 1990’s I facilitated the M-59 Corridor 
Committee that reviewed each proposed development along 
the corridor to make sure it was setback the proper distance 
for the new corridor and right-of-way.
       • The U.S. 23 Flex Route and extension of the Mike 
Levine Lakelands Trail under U.S. 23.
    “As a resident of the City of Howell, I will be watching and 
cheering-on the progress of these yet uncompleted projects,” 
Kline-Hudson said. “I’ll also hope to see many of you, 
because I will continue to be involved in the activities of our 
beautiful county community. 
    “Thank you for your friendship and collaboration over the 
years,” she added. “I am truly blessed to have encountered so 
many wonderful people across the state, region and county 
that strive to create more diverse, equitable and inclusionary 
Michigan communities for all people.”

* * *
Kathleen’s Retirement Party

   When: Thursday, January 12, 2023 
   Where: The Livingston County Historic Courthouse, 200 E. 
Grand River, 2nd Floor (elevators available) 
   Time: 3:30 - 6:00 p.m. (drop-in hours)

Kathleen Kline-Hudson

G.W. Civil War Round Table to meet 
this Tuesday, Jan. 10, at Howell church
    The next meeting of the G.W. Civil War Round Table will 
be this Tuesday, January 10, at 7:00 pm in the Parlor Room in 
the First Methodist Church of Howell. The church is located 
at 1230 Bower Road, near the Northwest Elementary School.
    The program will be Show & Tell. Public is invited to 
attend.
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WE STOCK A LINE OF:
Goodyear • Cooper • Firestone • Bridgestone • Agricultural Tires 

WE ALSO KEEP TUBES FOR MOST TIRE SIZES IN STOCK!
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

OFFERING:
BULK FUEL DELIVERY

Medium & Heavy Duty 
Equipment Hauling along
with our regular Towing
Lockouts, Jump-starts, 

Tire Changes,
and Winch-outs.•517-376-0046•

Randy’s Service 
Serving the community’s tire needs, 

mobile farm service, and in shop. 
Family owned since 1974.

WE ARE LOCATED 4 MILES SOUTH OF TOWN, ON THE 
CORNER OF FOWLERVILLE AND MASON ROADS

Located at: 8030 Mason Rd.,
Fowlerville, MI 48836

CALL FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

NOW SERVING THE 
INGHAM COUNTY AREA!

Fowlerville High
School News

OFFICE HOURS
Administration Offices  7:00 a.m.– 2:30 p.m.
Building opens   6:45 a.m.

* * *
    Any student who has accrued more than 5 absences in 
any class at FHS, may or has lost credit for a course will be 
receiving an email and an appeal letter. A student may appeal 
against this loss of credit by completing the attendance appeal 
form and returning it to the Attendance/Main office. Please 
note that this process has changed.  Parents/guardians will 
receive an email stating that their student has accumulated 
absences in one or more classes, and as a result, the student 
has lost credit. The same email will have a link to the 
attendance appeal form. 
    To have the attendance appeal considered, the form must 
be completed and returned to the Attendance/Main office 
along with supporting documentation by January 24, 2023.    
As always, we encourage parents to monitor their student’s 
attendance via the parent connect website at connect@
fowlervilleschools.org, and if you have any questions, please 
be sure to contact the attendance office at 517-223-6044.

* * *
     After School Tutoring - Fowlerville High School is very 
excited to now offer after-school tutoring Monday-Thursday 

from 2:20-3:20 in all subject areas starting on Monday 12/12.  
The tutoring will be held on Mondays & Tuesdays** in 
Mr. O’Connells Room, Rm D206, and on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays in Ms. Blythes’s room, Rm B203. There is no 
sign-up required and all students are welcome.  We will have 
students sign in and sign out when they attend.  Transportation 
will not be provided.  

* * *
    The Fowlerville Ski and SnowBoard Club will begin in 
January. The club is open to 5th through 12th grade students 
and families. We ski/board at Mt. Brighton every Wednesday 
beginning January 11th and throughout the month of February.  
For further information, please contact Ms. DeLuca 517-223-
6250 or delucac@fowlervilleschools.org

* * *
    Yearbooks are on sale now and selling quickly.  Students 
and parents can purchase a yearbook for $65.00 through 
jostens.com/yearbooks or go to the FHS website and click 
on the link.  

* * *
Spring 2022 Fowlerville High School Local Scholarship 
Winners:
     Attention class of 2022 Senior Honors Night Scholarship 
winners. Congratulations again for being the recipient of a 
Fowlerville Community Scholarship as well as successfully 
completing the first semester of school/training after high 
school. Scholarship winners from the Spring 2022 Senior 
Honors Night can claim their scholarships by completing 

the Scholarship Winners Request Form that can be found 
on the Fowlerville High School website-click on Counseling 
Department-scroll to the bottom and click on 2022 
scholarship winners.
     In addition to the request form, winners must provide a copy 
of their semester 1 college/trade school transcript showing 
successful completion as well as evidence of semester 2 
enrollment (semester 2 class schedule). Please submit the 
completed form and required evidence in person to the 
counseling office or to hardenbrookj@fowlervilleschools.
org. Deadline to complete requests is March 1, 2023.

* * *
Hello Friends, Families and Business Owners   
     Are you looking for a great place to donate this year ....? 
We are looking for donations of all different types for the 
Senior Class of 2023 Lock –in (All Night Senior Party) 
the night of June 4th, 2023 after FHS Commencement. 
The party will be held at Fowlerville High School. We will 
gladly accept donations for food, bottled water, pop or juice 
individually packaged in plastic bottles, individually wrapped 
snacks, subs or pizza can be ordered and prepaid for 
delivery or sponsored by you or a business.  Many items are 
needed.

   A QR code can be found on the FHS News & Views 
page with an Amazon Wish List for practical gifts for our 
drawings that night. If you think of something else feel free 
to contact Ms. Steffee and we can add it to the list.  Lots of 
sales are currently going on and in the near future. Your help 
is so appreciated. Still this class and overall fundraising was 
affected by the covid shut down. 
    WE APPRECIATE YOUR LOCAL SUPPORT IN 
HELPING US GIVE THE CLASS OF 2023 THE BEST 
SEND OFF EVER.
    If you should have any questions, please reach out 
to Tammy Steffee (Class of 2023 Sponsor)  steffeet@
fowlervilleschools.org or 514-223-6134

* * *
    Credit Recovery is designed to help students make up 
credits while also gaining the knowledge that he/she may have 
missed in the regular classroom setting. The Odysseyware 
lesson design fosters ongoing collaboration between learners 
and teachers, enabling students to progress and practice at 
their own pace and receive support and guided instruction 
as needed. Credit Recovery begins in February for Semester 
2. Announcements will be made when it specifically begins 
for each semester. Space is limited. Please see the link to the 
registration form.  Completed forms can be turned in to Mr. 
Hardenbrook in the counseling office

* * * 
Juniors and Seniors interested in the Co-op Program for 
2022-2023 School Year:
     Are you currently working?  Are you interested in finding 
out if you could earn high school elective credit while 
you work? You may be eligible for the high school co-op 
program. For more details, requirements, answers to most 
questions and the application paperwork for the 2022-2023 
school year please see the Fowlerville High School website- 
click on “Co-op information” in the menu on the right side of 
the page. Applications can be printed from the FHS webpage 
or picked up in the counseling office. Please follow the 
procedure flowchart under the link “How to get into the Co-
op Program”.  Completed applications should be returned to 
the counseling office. Additional questions should be directed 
to Mr. Hardenbrook at hardenbrookj@fowlervilleschools.org

* * *
     Anyone wishing to donate to the Micro food pantry 
please go ahead and put canned goods etc. into the pantry. 
Self-serve and self-fill.  The pantry is located on 2nd St and 
Grand River next to State Farm.

* * *
    Ordering Transcripts (Michigan eTranscripts) 
please visit the Fowlerville High School website for more 
information.
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517-304-8414
Buying all scrap vehicles -

All makes / models

Licensed and Insured 

Paying over scrap value
on most vehicles

Free towing with vehicle purchase

Available for large
clean ups / scrap

Regal Auto Parts

HARTMAN SEPTIC, LLCHARTMAN SEPTIC, LLC

RESIDENTIAL CLEANING
Serving Livingston County & 

 Surrounding Areas
Flexible Schedule or at Customer’s Convenience

Multiple Rate Job Discount
License #47-27 

517-294-8433 Gary Hartman
Owner/Operator

Kreeger Elementary 
School News

ATTENTION NEW STUDENTS:
    All pre-enrollments can be done online www.
fowlervilleschools.org.
    After you complete those documents please print and 
sign areas marked. Bring your child’s original raised seal 
birth certificate, 2 proofs of Fowlerville Schools residency 
and if your child attended a school in Michigan his/her 
immunizations will be on the MCIR website. Please call the 
office at 517-223-6330 when finished so that we may finalize 
the enrollment.

* * *
CALENDAR OF KREEGER EVENTS
   1-9-23               4th Grade A Group Art Club
   1-10-23 4th Grade B Group Art Club
   1-11-23 5th Grade Art Club
   1-12-23 3rd Grade A Group Art Club
   1-13-23 3rd Grade B Group Art Club
   1-13-23 Popcorn Day
   1-16-23 NO SCHOOL – MLK Jr. Day
   1-20-23 ½ Day School  12:02 Dismissal

* * *
ART CLUB UPDATES
Art Club has been extended for 1 week. January 9th through 
13th will be the last week of Art Club.  The 5th grade pizza 
party is also being moved to January 11, 2023. The party 
will run from 5:00 – 5:30 that evening only. A $3 donation 
is requested for the party. Any questions please contact Mrs. 
Pisella at pisellaj@fowlervilleschools.org. Reminder art club 
runs from 3:35 – 5:00 p.m..

* * *
Does your child know what to do at dismissal time?
  *Will your child be riding the bus home?
  *Will your child be going to Little Glads?
  *Will your child be getting picked up?
  If you need to call the office for a “reminder note” for your 
student, please call before 3:00.

* * *
HEARING & VISION SCREENING INFORMATION
    Livingston County Health Department is providing Hearing 
Screening For 4th grade students from January 4th thru 6th and 
Visions Screening for 3rd and 5th grade students from January 
9th thru January 11th.  Please call the school at (517)-223-6005 
if you do not want your child screened.  If you have a concern 
and would like your child tested technicians will accept 

parent/teacher requests on the first day of screening (Please 
call and we will add you to the list). Any other questions 
regarding Hearing or Vision Screening may be answered by 
calling the Health Department at (517)-546-9850.

Fowlerville Fire Department Report
December 29
    10:34 a.m. Medical response on W Grand River in Handy 
Township.
    11:17 a.m. Smoke investigation on W Fork River Dr in 
Handy Township.
    4:40 p.m. Medical response on Weller Rd in Iosco Township.
    4:43 p.m. Medical response on Village Dr in the Village.
December 30
    12:28 a.m. Water issue on S Grand Ave in the Village.
    9:17 a.m. Medical response on Sherwood Rd in Conway 
Township.
    2:08 p.m. Medical response on Garden Ln in the Village.
December 31
    1:23 a.m. Medical response on Rustic Way Dr in Conway 
Township.
    9:36 a.m. Medical response on Fowlerville Rd in Handy 
Township.
    11:39 a.m. Medical response on Stow Rd in Conway 
Township.
January 1
    7:26 a.m. Medical response on Stow Rd in Conway Township.
    11:17 a.m. Smoke alarm investigation on Judd Rd in Handy 
Township.
    11:42 a.m. Medical response on Saddle Dr in Conway 
Township. 
    12:06 p.m. Medical response on Glen Mary Dr in Conway 
Township.
    2:58 p.m. Medical response on Sober Rd in Conway 
Township.
    4:32 p.m. Medical response on Sycamore St in the Village.
    8:06 p.m. Medical response on Pinnebog River Dr in Handy 
Township.
January 2
    9:36 a.m. Smoke alarm investigation on Oak St in the Village.
    3:26 p.m. Medical response on E Frank St in the Village.
    3:47 p.m. Medical response on Gehringer Rd in Handy 
Township.
    10:30 p.m. Medical response on Village Dr in the Village.
January 3
    11:22 a.m. Medical response on Brookdale Dr in the Village.
    11:26 a.m. Medical response on Village Dr in the Village.
    12:30 p.m. Smoke investigation on Power St in the Village.
    1:31 p.m. Medical response on Hazelnut St in the Village.
    8:57 p.m. Medical response on Dutton Rd in Iosco Township.
January 4
    2:33 p.m. Gas leak on Red Rock Dr in Handy Township. 
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Letter to the Editor
   As the fourth generation on my family farm and as a mem-
ber of the Conway Township Solar Advisory Committee 
(SAC), I am responding to Gwen Ives Kato’s recent letter. Of 
course, I waited for a rainy day to write as we farmers can’t 
waste good weather…
   My farm land is adjacent to three other larger farmers who 
leased to the utility-scale power companies and I was ap-
proached also. At first I was intrigued, as the money offered 
was several times more than I could ever make farming, with 
no work or expense. However, the more I thought about it, the 
more research I did, and the closer I read the lease contract, 
the more I realized the consequences to my farm, neighbors, 
and community. I came to realize that utility-scale solar is 
another government-funded program that may be well inten-
tioned, but is poorly thought out and not “green” at all.
   Unlike a mutual fund prospectus which discloses the risks 
of investing, the utility-scale solar leases don’t disclose the 
many inherent negatives, although one company’s lease states 
they are not responsible for stray voltage (not very reassuring, 
is it?). The lease doesn’t mention that it will be devastating 
to wildlife, possible contamination of our soil and water, the 
construction traffic, loss of our beautiful landscape, that they 
can clear cut trees and change the topography of the land, the 
potential decrease in property values, and on and on. We on 
the Advisory Committee were charged with organizing the 
community’s many concerns, which came to 31 points and is 
in the Planning Commission’s (PC) Dec. 12th packet.
   A huge concern of Conway residents is increased drainage 
problems. Most certainly, these projects with their thousand 
of posts and trenching will damage farm drainage systems, 
probably without the construction workers even knowing it 
at the time. My lease draft does say they will repair damage, 
but I don’t see how that can be done properly once the system 
is installed. It doesn’t disclose the rows of panels will cause 
channeling of rain runoff causing even more flooding.
   Gwen references a Conn Reznick study that utility scale so-
lar projects have little effect on surrounding property values. 
Hmmm, does that sound right to you? It doesn’t to me, nor to 
anyone that I have discussed it with and I am wary of reports 
paid for by the entity it benefits. Several very worried people 
who recently purchased a home have spoken at the town-
ship’s meetings and are very upset that the Realtor never dis-
closed these projects. Another person had her house sold, but 
the buyer upon learning the surrounding property is leased for 
solar, walked away on closing day. Many residents have done 
extensive research and shared a study with different conclu-
sions, which is in the PC packet also. One project, which 
was located next to an industrial area, had little or no impact, 
because it was perceived as no worse than its surrounding. 
However, a solar project in a much better area caused a re-
duction of property values by as much as a third. Certainly 
a residence that becomes closely surrounded on three sides 

by solar panels is going to get hurt badly. One tactic of the 
power companies is to offer “Participation Agreements” to 
neighboring land owners—paying them not to object to their 
project, so if there is no detriment to property values. Why 
do that?
   The Conn Reznick opinion may be partially right though as 
there are a lot of factors stabilizing prices in our area. Most 
working people with kids in school and a mortgage, can’t af-
ford to take a loss and move away, so will stay put. And with 
the whole state being besieged by the solar and wind power 
companies, where could we move to that’s better? Also, peo-
ple living in less fortunate circumstances such as in a crime 
infested city, or in a trailer or tiny apartment with little priva-
cy, or a young couple just starting out might think having any 
home of their own, even though surrounded by solar panels, 
would be a step up. So with a robust economy, there is always 
going to be someone wanting to buy a home here, solar panels 
or not, setting a bottom on prices. 
     Furthermore with thousands of acres tied up in solar pan-
els, there will be less development, which is either good or 
bad, depending on your point of view, but lower supply with 
higher demand from an increasing population results in high-
er valuations. My quick-witted neighbor, who I suspect of 
curmudgeon tendencies, but who may instead have a unique 
talent to find good in any situation, thinks utility-scale solar 
might be good as it would prevent more people from moving 
out here. So there are a lot of different sides and variables, but 
I believe that our rural townships are still going to be good 
places to live as many farmers and landowners are not leas-
ing, preserving our heritage. What if every landowner leased 
though, would you really want to stay here? I have always 
liked to work in the open fields and to me being surrounding 
by solar panels would be like being shoved into a cage.
   What the solar-funded studies miss is the impact on the 
quality of life for us, the loss of aesthetics, the loss of our 
beautiful views and how can you put a price on that? To me, 
it is priceless and irreplaceable. I don’t want to live anywhere 
else and think it would be a terrible loss for our beautiful area 
to be covered with thousands of acres of solar panels. I am 
guessing that many people don’t realize the huge scale of 
these projects. The Ranger Power Project is over 1,500 acres 
and there are two other projects as well in Conway Town-
ship. We often don’t fully appreciate what we have until it 
is lost. Jesus taught, “What does it benefit a man to gain the 
whole world and lose his soul?” Likewise, what does it gain 
our community to install these utility-scale solar systems and 
lose our beautiful surroundings?
   I don’t fault any farmer for leasing though as farming is a 
hard way to make a living and is increasingly being domi-
nated by ever larger and larger farmers with more capital. I 
struggle fighting weeds, bugs, adverse weather, high prices 
for fertilizer and fuel, frequent equipment breakdowns of my 
40-year-old tractors and implements and it gets harder every 
year as I age. I know personally some of the farmers who have 
leased and understand their business decision to do so. Still, I 
think putting utility-scale solar on good productive farmland 
is a horrible use of the land and should be the last resort for 
power generation. It could be decimating to the community if 
we are not protected through careful zoning and ordinances. 
    Why not use the land between expressways, brown fields, or 
all the blocks of vacant and abandoned houses in Detroit first? 
After all, improving a blighted area helps increase neighbor-
ing property values, a win for everyone. Well, for the solar 
companies and their investors, this is all about money and 
they have targeted the large fields in our area close to the high 
energy power lines as where they can make the most profit 
with a minimum of effort and expense. There are immense 
Federal Tax Subsidies pushing this.
   Why not develop more homeowner solar first? Well, DTE 
doesn’t like it, despite what their ads say and they have deep 
pockets for lobbyists. Last year, in a convoluted way, they 
tried to institute a fee on home solar that would have made 
it prohibitive and they also tried to slash the credit they pay 
for electricity generated by it, but both were rejected by the 
Michigan Public Service Commission after much public pro-
test. Also, since 2016 under a state energy law, there has been 
a 1% cap on the amount of roof top solar power that DTE and 
Consumers may purchase based on the utilities average use 
for the past five years. Seems poor policy and very suspect, 
doesn’t it?
   So how to balance all sides? Among many recommenda-
tions, the Advisory Committee is advocating a 1000-foot set-
back from all non-participating property lines with the buffer 
still being farmed traditionally and several members of the 
community came up with this idea independently. The power 
companies and lessees may squawk, but I feel it is a good 
compromise that minimizes many of the community’s con-
cerns and still allows these projects. Other communities are 
taking different approaches, one ordinance I read doesn’t al-
low utility-scale solar within a mile of a residential district, 
others limit the percentage of a field that can be covered. You 
can read all of the line-by-line recommendations we made in 
the PC packet of Dec. 12th.
    Do you really think that the schools, county, library, town-

ship, etc are going to get a windfall in Personal Property Tax-
es (PPT) from these projects? If so, please read about Con-
sumers Power demand that Tuscola County refund them $8.5 
million because of a decrease in the valuation of 114 wind 
turbines from what was agreed on prior to construction. That 
is likely to bankrupt their school system. Also, know that in 
2020, Bills SB1105 and 06, which the state legislature passed, 
would have greatly reduced the amount the solar power com-
panies pay in PPT. Local governments opposed the bill, citing 
a State Tax Commission report that it could reduce the tax 
by 80% and Governor Whitmer vetoed the bill. The power 
companies continue to lobby for lower PPT though and to re-
move zoning out of the local townships’ control. Although the 
power companies tout the tax revenue their projects may gen-
erate, they do everything they can to avoid paying the taxes.
   I have been puzzled why the solar power companies are 
usually set up as LLC (Limited Liability Companies) and 
why the layers of shell companies. For example, it appears 
that Ranger Power LLC has created 3 separate LLCs to lease 
properties for their Headland Project: Cross State Solar LLC, 
Headland Solar LLC, and Thunderplains Solar LLC. The le-
galities are way beyond me, but it doesn’t give me a good 
feeling. Recently, one of our residents shared a post that may 
explain part of it. These companies will make a great deal of 
money initially, but at the end of the life of the panels they 
are faced with some serious reclamation costs and being an 
LLC with its only asset the solar field, they can easily declare 
bankruptcy when the project becomes a liability and walk 
away. 
     Think bonding will prevent that? Maybe, but what is to 
prevent the bond issuer from defaulting? Think the parent 
company will step in? Perhaps, but then again, most likely the 
parent company is also an LLC who probably developed sev-
eral projects around the same time, and could find it advanta-
geous to declare bankruptcy too, so you follow the money 
trail and see where it leads. Now, I don’t know what will hap-
pen 30 years from now, but typically these solar projects are 
sold and resold several times and I think everyone will agree 
that our township ordinances have to be carefully thought out, 
so we are protected and the landowners and townships don’t 
get stuck with the cleanup.
    Should we embrace utility-scale solar? Our state and fed-
eral governments are sure pushing it and we have to allow it 
because it is state mandated, but the more I learn about it, the 
more misguided it seems. I did a lot of soul searching when 
I was first approached to lease. I had reservations, but was 
tempted by the money and while torn by what to do, I went 
to the Back 40 where my great grandparents first settled and 
had a log cabin and looked over the land. To my great surprise 
and pleasure, an eagle was there! I had seen a large bird there 
before from a distance, but didn’t recognize it. Then it hit me, 
“That’s a Bald Eagle!” The first eagle I had ever seen in my 
life. I knew then that I couldn’t in good conscience lease just 
for the money. I ask everyone to keep that eagle in mind as 
it needs a lot more than my 40 acres to survive. We must be 
good stewards of the land and what do you want to see, miles 
of solar panels or a magnificent eagle?
     There is a lot more to this than I have covered here. The 
Conway Cohoctah Residents Solar Facebook site has much 
more information, with more being added all the time.     
     Thank you. Sincerely,

Steve Smith
Fowlerville

Letter to the Editor
     I was thrilled when I heard that solar was coming to the 
area, and I assumed my community would be as well. After 
all, we approved fracking for natural gas.
    If we can allow the pumping of chemicals into the earth 
to extract polluting fossil fuels, then we should also allow 
farmers to change the type of crop they harvest in their fields 
from corn for ethanol to solar energy.
    I was able to attend the Sun 101 event put on by Peter 
Sinclair, which was very informative and answered several 
questions that others and myself were unclear on.
   For example, the concern about contaminating groundwater 
is completely unfounded. Solar panels do not contain toxic 
chemicals, and there has never been a documented incident 
of groundwater contamination due to a solar project.
    In fact, solar energy reduces the need for other energy 
sources that truly do pollute our air and water. An added 
bonus is that harmful agricultural chemicals are not needed 
on the land occupied by panels.
   Some feel that solar won’t benefit the wider community, but 
it’s estimated that the 200-megawatt Headland Solar project 
would generate $18 million in new local tax revenue. We’d 
all benefit from more funding for our schools and emergency 
services.
    Government is here to “protect public health, safety, and 
welfare” not to tell farmers what they can or cannot harvest 
on their land.

Heather Hodge
Fowlerville

TO THE RESIDENTS OF 
HANDY TOWNSHIP

 PLEASE BE NOTIFIED THAT THE HANDY 
TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION WILL 
HOLD A MEETING ON JANUARY 26, 2023 AT 
7:00 P.M. THE PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING 
WILL BE TO CONDUCT ANY BUSINESS THAT 
MAY COME BEFORE THE PLANNING COM-
MISSION AND TO HOLD A PUBLIC HEAR-
ING ON TEXT AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 
1, SECTION 16.6(BBB) AND 20.3, OF THE 
TOWNSHIP’S ZONING ORDINANCE REGU-
LATING SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS.
 The tentative text of the Zoning Amendment 
may be examined at the Handy Township Hall, 
135 N. Grand Avenue, Fowlerville, MI 48836 
during regular business hours. Written com-
ments regarding the proposed amendments 
may be submitted in care of Laura Eisele, Handy 
Township Clerk at 135 N. Grand Avenue, P.O. 
Box 189, Fowlerville, MI 48836 before four 
o’clock P.M. the day prior to the hearing. 

Cathy Elliott, Secretary
January 8, 2023

Laura Eisele
Handy Township Planning Commission Secretary 

135 N. Grand Ave, Fowlerville, MI 48836

 Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary 
aids or services who are planning to attend the 
hearing should notify Laura Eisele at (517) 223-
3228 within a reasonable time in advance of the 
date of the hearing.

(1-8-23 FNV)



Fowlerville News & Views – Sunday, January 8, 2023 – Page 9

Accepting New Patients
Emergency Patients Welcome

Dr. Christopher Stines, D.D.SDr. Christopher Stines, D.D.S

Office Hours:
Tuesday 9:00 - 5:00, Wednesday 9:00 - 5:30

Thursday 9:00 - 5:30, Friday 10:00 - 5:00

* General Dentistry * Tooth Colored Fillings * Dentures
* Bonding * Partials * Crowns & Bridges * Cleanings
* Extractions * Root Canals * Sealants * Nightguards

* Mouthguards * Teeth Whitening * Implant Restoration
* Periodontal (Gum Disease) Treatment * TMJ/TMD Treatment

717 S. Grand Ave, P.O. Box 158, Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-9753
www.independencedentalmi.com

Delta Dental, Healthy Kids (Delta Dental & Blue Cross
Blue Shield), ADN, Connection, Guardian,
Cigna, Aetna, AlwaysCare participation,                                               

                                    Accepted

or 517-223-3490

“Specializing in Well Tank Replacement”
*New Installment & Repairs*

Water Wells • Well Pumps 

HOURS: 
Open Wed. thru Sun. 9am 

until the last dog goes home.
Closed Mon. and Tues.

SUD-Z-PETSUD-Z-PET
 142 N. Grand

Downtown 
Fowlerville

 517-292-2215 facebook.com/sudzpet
SUDZPETGROOMING.COM         

Walk In Nail 
Trim

$7.00

PLEASE JOIN US
CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF

Dottie Sue (Klender) Palmerton
Saturday • January 14, 2023

Open HOuSe ~ 1 pm

memOrial ~ 3 pm

SOn riSe CHurCH
1130 HigHland rOad, HOwell, mi 48843

tHe family wiSHeS memOrial COntributiOnS 
be made tO SOn riSe CHurCH

Letter to the Editor
    We live in Conway Township and our property is adjacent to 
five large parcels of farmland and three separate proposed solar 
projects (Ranger Power, DTE, and Potomac Renewables). We 
are writing this letter in support of Utility Scale Solar. 
     It seems that the opposition to the solar project falls into 
two categories: 1) Environmental Impact and 2) Impact on 
Neighbors. 
    We find the environmental impact argument to be specious. 
While it is worth considering whether Utility Scale Solar could 
have a negative environmental impact, denying solar based 
on that argument would amount to adopting environmental 
standards for some projects that don’t apply to others. The 
Industrial Farming practices currently in use on the farmlands 
in Conway Township are (we feel) very detrimental to the 
environment. I argue that they are more detrimental than 
Utility Scale Solar. They use chemicals that kill honeybees, 
are banned in other countries as known carcinogens, and 
face class action lawsuits in the United States. These farming 
practices also strip the land of fertility, and the runoff from the 
fields contaminates the drainage ditches, carrying chemicals 
far and wide that can contaminate well water. Solar projects, 
on the other hand, do not require the use of such chemicals 
and will allow the land to naturally restore and replenish over 
time, which has a positive impact on the environmental health 
of our entire community. 
    The Impact on Neighbors argument is equally specious 
because many activities affect neighbors. When many of the 
old-time farmers started passing away a few years ago, we 
wondered how long it would take before the adjacent farm 
fields were sold to developers for subdivisions. We understand 
that property owners get to do what they want with their land 
even if neighbors don’t want subdivisions in their back yard. 
A simple drive around the township will reveal rotted barns, 
unpainted fences, broken down cars, old worn-out siding, and 
other forms of blight. While we may not like looking at the 
junk in people’s yards, we respect the right of the owners to 
put it there. 
     Subdivisions have Home Owners Associations with overly 
restrictive regulations. Rural areas do not, and we like it that 
way.
    Additionally, if you look at what is already being done 
with farmland, it is easy to see that it affects neighboring 
properties on a scale far larger than the solar projects will. 
We have had to use an EpiPen on our oldest daughter and 
rush her to the emergency room several times when she has 
had a life-threatening autoimmune reaction to the chemicals 
being sprayed. The stench of industrial raised farm animals 
wafts from miles away and ruins summer evenings on the 
back porch. We were assessed thousands of dollars to change 
the county drainage ditch so the farmland north of us wouldn’t 
flood anymore. The tractors and combines destroy the roads 
that we pay taxes to repair and maintain. There were 25,000 
people at a Luke Bryan concert which bogged down the 
cellular bandwidth making it impossible to make phone calls 
(even to 911). 
     All of these things are extremely inconvenient, frustrating, 
and costly for us. However, private property owners get to do 
what they want with their land. To say that private property 
owners can’t have Utility Scale Solar because it impacts 
neighbors, but private property owners can have Industrial 
Farms is not logical. We are honestly looking forward to 
having solar panels that are blocked by trees instead of looking 
at a subdivision or having chemicals float into our windows.
    We are also very concerned about the new 1,000-foot setbacks 
that are being proposed for the ordinance. This number seems 
to be pulled out of thin air as it is five times more than the 
other township ordinances we have researched, and it doesn’t 
fall in line with the guidance provided by Michigan State 
University Extension. The rights of the property owners are 
being infringed upon by requiring a setback this large. This is, 
effectively, three football fields plus 100 feet across the length 
of the property which makes a significant amount of private 
property unfeasible for solar. This is a dangerous precedent 
to set that will result in future arbitrary and overly restrictive 
regulations on property owners. 
    If enacting this type of ordinance is followed to its logical 
conclusion, then we could advocate that farmers no longer be 
allowed to plant their crops right up to the edge of the road 
or an adjacent property, rather, we could require a 1,000-foot 
setback to prevent overspray of chemicals and contamination 
of underground wells on neighboring properties. We could 
require farmers to keep their industrial raised cattle and hogs 
1,000 feet from the road and adjacent properties. We could 
even start passing ordinances to deny campers, broken down 
cars, junk, or other undesirable things from being within 
1,000 feet of an adjacent property. 
    If we start regulating solar in such an arbitrary way, 
then nothing prevents us from regulating other things the 
same way. Taking away the rights of individuals without a 
substantial reason to do so is a dangerous path to head down. 
The 200-foot setbacks in the previous version of the draft 
solar ordinance are a reasonable distance for solar setbacks 
and are in line with the guidance provided by Michigan State 

University Extension.
    We are in favor of passing reasonable ordinances that 
require decommissioning standards, shrubs and trees be 
planted, and smaller setbacks. In fact, we think that these 
ordinances are essential. The nation, and by default Michigan, 
are eliminating coal-based electricity. For that reason, solar 
will be prominent in rural areas for the foreseeable future. It is 
only a matter of time before the state and federal government 
deny overly restrictive ordinances and bans on Utility Scale 
Solar to ensure that we have enough electricity to replace 
what we’re losing from closing coal plants. We need to have 
reasonable ordinances in place prior to that.

PJ and Jenny Ingles
Conway Township

    As we begin this new year, I’m looking forward to the start 
of a new term in the Michigan Legislature. We kick things off 
next Wednesday, Jan. 11, with a swearing-in ceremony and the 
official election of new House leadership.
Even though the leadership in control of both chambers of the 
Legislature is changing hands, my priorities remain the same. 
I will continue to fight for the issues that matter most to people 
here at home.
    Since taking office in 2021, I have stood strong in support 
of law enforcement and made every effort to ensure our first 
responders have the resources they need to protect the public. 
I have fought to cut taxes and provide relief to local families, 
workers, and seniors on fixed incomes who continue to struggle 
with the cost of inflation. And I remain dedicated to improving 
mental health and veterans services. 
     Back in December I mentioned that our office location and 
phone number would be changing following the redistricting 
process that created new legislative districts for the next decade. 
     This week, I have been busy getting our office ready to 
serve the people of the new 50th House District, and I’m happy 
to report that we’re now back open for business. The address 
and phone number have changed – but my dedicated staff and 
the services they provide to the people of Livingston County 
remain the same. 
      Our new office is in HOB Room 885, across the street from 
the state Capitol. You can reach us by calling (517) 373-3906 or 
sending mail to N-899 House Office Building, P.O. Box 30014, 
Lansing, Michigan 48909. My email address remains the same: 
RobertBezotte@house.mi.gov. 
    Please reach out if you have any questions, concerns, or 
ideas to share. I am always happy to hear from people in our 
community.

Michigan 
House
Report
By Bob Bezotte,
47nd District
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Two years ago, on 1/14/2021, we lost our son Oliver Salfate 

and our world changed forever. Oliver was just 28 years old 

and he is missed every day by family and friends.

 To keep Oliver’s memory alive, Oliver’s Stones was started 

in May of 2022. Oliver’s Stones purchases grave markers for 

families in need of a stone for a loved one who passed too soon. 

Since May, we have purchased 10 grave markers with the sup-

port of donors like you. Our wait list continues to grow each 

day and we need your help to give families a place to grieve.  

 Please consider donating today to Oliver’s Stones by sending 

your donation to 431 East North Street Fowlerville, Michigan 

48836 or PayPal/Venmo casalfate@gmail.com. Please make 

checks payable to Oliver’s Stones. Please contact (517) 375-

4290 with any questions.  

 If you are in need of a headstone for your loved one, please 

complete the confidential application located on the Oliver’s 
Stones Facebook Page. 

With your help, we can memorialize loved ones gone too soon.

Like and follow our Facebook for updates!

Barbara Ann (Curtis) Hall
    Barbara Hall, age 81, passed away on January 2, 2023. 
Barb is preceded in death by her husband of 58 years, Jim 
Hall. 
   Barb was born September 10, 1941, to Frank Curtis and 
Frances (Finlan) Curtis. She graduated from Fowlerville 
High School in 1959 to pursue an associate degree in nursing 
from Mercy School of Nursing of Detroit in Ann Arbor. Barb 
married Jim Hall on August 31, 1963, and while Jim finished 
his bachelor’s degree at NMU in Marquette, Barb worked 
at a hospital maternity and deliveries ward until their first 
child, James Timothy “Tim”, was born in 1964. Barb loved 
children and would have remained in this field of nursing. 
Instead, Barb and Jim returned to Fowlerville in 1967; Jim 
took a job with State Farm Insurance and Barb returned to the 
family-owned grocery store, Frank’s IGA. Kelley Joan, Jim 
and Barb’s second child, was born in 1968. 
   Through the years, Barb’s medical training, combined with 
her compassion and helpfulness, often made her the family, 
IGA, or neighborhood medic for emergencies or illnesses, and 
splinters from walking barefoot in the woods on Drummond 
Island. An organizational outlet for this compassion was 
Barb’s community service for over a decade on Livingston 

—Area Deaths— County mental health association boards. She believed that 
mental health was an underserved area of need.
    The oldest of her siblings and second eldest among her 
generation of Finlan cousins, Barb loved to socialize and 
host parties of all sorts. She enjoyed traveling with Jim on 
long vacations, most often to wherever Tim and Kelley were 
living at the time. Barb’s not-so-secret favorite vacation spot 
was the Hawaiian island of Maui. Barb and Jim were active 
members of the St. Agnes parish community until their 2009 
retirement to Au Gres, Michigan, where they attended St. 
Mark’s Catholic Church. 
   Barb is survived by her son Tim (Tenly) Hall and step-
grandchildren Sophia, Malek, and Gabriel Mabrouk; her 
daughter Kelley Hall (Jai Miranda); siblings Ken (Juanita) 
Curtis, Patricia (Don) Dowd, Carol (John) Jelken, Mary 
Curtis (Lori Horsic); sister-in-law Peg (Bob) Grover; and 
many nieces, nephews, and extended family. She is preceded 
in death, by her parents and sister, Joan Curtis.
   Visitation was held at Herrmann Funeral Home in 
Fowlerville from 3:00-7:00 pm on Thursday, January 5. On 
Friday, January 6, a funeral service was held at St. Agnes 
Catholic Church with a visitation at 10:00am and mass held 
at 11:00am, followed by burial at Mt. Olivet Cemetery. 
     In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Family 
Impact Center of Fowlerville. Online condolences may be 
expressed at pjherrrmannfuneralhome.com.

Fowlerville Wrestling Team places 
5th at Livonia Duals on Dec. 29
   The Fowlerville Wrestling Team placed 5th in the Livonia 
Duals held on Dec. 29th. There were 10 teams in the 
tournament.
   The Glads lost to Lowell  18-54 and Stevenson 36-46, but 
defeated Reading 49-25, Howell 49-27, and Crestwood 66-
15.
   Undefeated for Fowlerville in five matches were Richard 
Davis, Ben Blyveis, and Levi Baker, while Layne O’Neil 
won all four of his bouts.

* * *
Gladiator wrestlers split matches with Haslett and Holt
    The Fowlerville Wrestling Team competed in a meet with 
Haslett and Holt this past Wednesday, Jan. 4. They defeated 
Haslett 75-6, but fell to Holt 58-10.
   Undefeated Gladiators were Brock Foster and Ben Blyveis.

    With each new year the Livingston County Board of 
Commissioners must reorganize. In our first meeting this 
Tuesday, the Board chose Dave Domas as Chair and Jay 
Drick for Vice Chair. I am looking forward to working with 
the new commissioners to make them, the new board, and 
this county successful.
     During the meeting, two of the controversial resolutions 
passed by the former board in their last December meeting 
were confirmed by the new board after lengthy discussion.   
    These are a synopsis of those two resolutions:
    1. To approve a pay stipend for the County Clerk for the 

added election responsibilities because of the passage 
of the Constitutional amendment in November’s 
election. We approved a $7,500 annual stipend to be 
added to her annual salary.

    I voted for this in both meetings. I hope that we will 
revise her whole salary package so that this increase will 
not need to labeled as a “stipend.”  
    2. Because the highest levels of inflation in decades  
        continues to cause significant financial challenges to 
        County and Court employees, we decided to provide a 
        one-time discretionary bonus to assist eligible 
        County/Court employees. It is based upon $1 per hour 
        on 2080 regular hours per year, making the maximum 
         bonus payment not to exceed $2,080. This will be given 
             on or before February 28th. Collective bargaining units  
        now in negotiations will need to be completed by 
        February 15th to be included.
     The reconsideration of these measures actually made no 
change to the original decisions.
     If you have any concerns or input, feel free to contact me 
at dhelzerman@livgov.com or 517-375-4869.

Livingston 
County 
Comments
By: Doug Helzerman, 
District 1 
Commissioner
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Public Act 188 of 1954 Proceedings
NOTICE OF

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARING
 Township of Marion
 Livingston County, Michigan

 TO: THE RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS OF THE TOWNSHIP 
OF MARION, LIVINGSTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN, AND ANY OTHER IN-
TERESTED PERSONS
 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE residents of Winterwood Drive of the hereinafter 
described special assessment district, the township board of the Township of 
Marion proposes to provide CHIP SEAL service and to create a special as-
sessment for the recovery of the cost thereof by special assessment against 
the properties benefited therein.
 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the district within which the fore-
going services are proposed and within which the cost thereof is proposed 
to be assessed is more particularly described as follows:

 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the township board has received 
an estimate of the costs of such service in the approximate amount of 
$120,444.00, has placed it on file with the township clerk, and has passed a 
resolution tentatively declaring its intention to make the improvement and to 
create the special assessment district.  
  PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that said estimates of cost and pro-
posed special assessment district may be examined at the office of the town-
ship clerk from the date of this notice through the date of the public hearing 
and may be examined at such public hearing.
 PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that a public hearing on the district 
and estimate of costs will be held at the Marion Township Hall at 2877 W. 
Coon Lake Road, Howell, Michigan, commencing at 7:30 p.m. on January 
12, 2023.
 At the hearing, the board will consider any written objections to any of the 
foregoing matters filed with the board at or before the hearing, as well as any 
revisions, corrections, amendments, or changes to the estimates and costs 
or special assessment district.
 Property owners and parties with an interest in property to be assessed or 
an agent for the party must appear and protest at the hearing to be eligible to 
appeal the amount of the special assessment to the Michigan Tax Tribunal.
 All interested persons are invited to be present at the hearing and to sub-
mit any comments they may have.
 Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should con-
tact the township at the address, telephone number, or e-mail listed below 
seven days in advance of the meeting.

Tammy L. Beal
Marion Township Clerk

2877 West Coon Lake Road
Howell MI 48843

517-546-1588
tammybeal@mariontownship.com

(1-1 & 1-8-23 FNV)

PARCEL NUMBERS
4710-24-400-006 4710-24-400-015 4710-24-400-021 4710-24-400-030
4710-24-400-007 4710-24-400-018 4710-24-400-023 4710-24-400-031
4710-24-400-008 4710-24-400-019 4710-24-400-024 4710-24-400-034
4710-24-400-012 4710-24-400-020 4710-24-400-025 4710-24-400-035

Master plumber license number 8113563

• Service • Intallations • Repairs •
• Sewer/Water Main Repair •

Family Owned & Operated
Licensed & Insured

20 Years of Experience20 Years of Experience

www.landmplumbing.comwww.landmplumbing.com

#1 in Customer Service
on Google

Livingston County Health Dept. offering 
test kits during Radon Action Month 
    January is National Radon Action Month – an opportune 
time for Livingston County residents to test for radon in their 
homes, a health risk facing millions of Americans. 
     Because families are spending more time indoors during 
the winter months, January is a good time to test for this 
radioactive, invisible, odorless gas. Exposure to radon is the 
second leading cause of lung cancer in the United States. 
The EPA estimates that approximately 21,100 lung cancer 
deaths each year are radon-related. Radon comes from the 
natural (radioactive) breakdown of uranium in soil, rock, 
and water and gets into the air you breathe. Radon enters 
EXLOGLQJV�WKURXJK�RSHQLQJV�LQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�ÀRRU�RU�ZDOOV�
�VXPS�RSHQLQJV��FUDZOVSDFHV��ÀRRU�ZDOO�MRLQWV��FUDFNV��HWF����
Radon can become trapped in buildings and lead to elevated 
and harmful radon levels. 
    One in eight Michigan homes is likely to have an elevated 
radon level. According to a study conducted by the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(formerly the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality), radon is present in elevated levels in about 40% of 
Livingston County homes. Radon is tasteless, odorless, and 
colorless, and it has no warning symptoms (it does not cause 
headaches, nausea, fatigue, etc.).
    Testing is the only way to know if you and your family are 
at risk for health issues caused by radon. 
    The Livingston County Health Department (LCHD) has 
short-term radon test kits available free of charge during 
the month of January. Test kits can be picked up at the 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�+HDOWK�'LYLVLRQ�RI¿FH�� ORFDWHG�DW������(DVW�
Grand River Avenue, Howell. 
    Kits may also be picked up at participating local city and 
WRZQVKLS�RI¿FHV��ZKLOH�VXSSOLHV�ODVW��
• City of Brighton, 
• Brighton Township, 
��'HHU¿HOG�7RZQVKLS��
• Genoa Township, 
• Green Oak Township, 
• Hamburg Township, 
• Hartland Township,
• City of Howell, 

• Marion Township, 
• Putnam Township, 
• Tyrone Township. 
    Test kits can also be purchased from LCHD, local hardware 
stores, home improvement centers, some supermarkets, or 
directly from Radon test kit provider throughout the year. 
    The EPA recommends that houses with radon levels of 4 
SLFRFXULHV�SHU�OLWHU�RU�PRUH�EH�¿[HG�WR�SUHYHQW�DFFXPXODWLRQ�
RI�WKH�JDV�LQGRRUV��5DGRQ�SUREOHPV�FDQ�EH�¿[HG�E\�TXDOL¿HG�

contractors for a cost like that of many common home repairs, 
such as painting or having a new water heater installed 
(anywhere from $500 to about $2,500). 
     For more radon information, contact LCHD at (517) 
546-9858, or the State of Michigan Radon Program at 
1-800-RADON-GAS. Radon information can also be 
accessed via the web at https://www.livgov.com/health/eh/
Pages/radon.aspx or www.michigan.gov/radon .

Fowlerville 
Knights of 
Columbus holding 
Winter Picnic on 
Jan. 21st

   The Fowlerville Knights 
of Columbus is holding a 
Winter Picnic on Saturday, 
Jan. 21, at the St. Agnes 
Church’s Life Parrish 
Center, starting at 5:30 p.m.
   Grilled hot dogs will 
be served, with the meal 
including mac & cheese, 
baked beans, potato salad, 
and lemonade. Cost of 
Adults $9, Child $5, and 
Family of Four $25. A 
beer and wine cash bar is 
available.
   A Corn-Hole Tournament 
will be held, with the kids 
starting at 6:15 p.m. and the 
adult competition at 7:15 
p.m. Cost for adults is $10 
per person.
   A Euchre Tournament will 
start at 7 p.m. with $10 per 
person.
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“Inst
alled

 my  

first
 fur

nace
 in 

Octobe
r of 

 1977!”

Affordable Pricing ALL the Time!
n	Service
n	Furnaces
n	Air Conditioners
n	Water Heaters
n	New Construction
n	Replacement
n	Light Commercial

Licensed & Insured
Fowlerville & Beyond

(517) 223-0203
FEEL FREE TO CALL! 

“NO Games, 
NO Gimmicks”
www.victorymechanical.com

Victory Mechanical is a family 
based operation. Run by Father, 
Son and Grandson, along with 

some help from knowledgeable, 
honest, dedicated employees.

517-223-7593
Mon.–Fri. 7am–5pm

Collision • Mechanical • Auto Glass • Storage

9177 W. Grand River, Fowlerville  •  www.nelsonsinc.com

FREE
LOANERS

COLLISION AUTO GLASS

MECHANICALSTORAGE

Body Work • Collision
Baked-On Factory Finish

Frame Work • State Certified

Auto Glass
Stone Chip Repair
Truck Accessories

General Automotive Repair
Brakes • Tires

Suspension & Alignments
Electrical

New Car Maintenance
ASE Certified Technicians

24 Hour
Video Surveillance

Well Lit Area

Gated Property

24/7 Access

Village of Fowlerville
213 South Grand Avenue

Fowlerville, MI 48836
517-223-3771

Regular Village Council 
Meeting Minutes-

*Synopsis
Monday, December 5, 2022
 *A Synopsis is a brief summary of the motions 
that were made at the meeting. The complete 
set of minutes can be viewed on the website at 
www.fowlerville.org
 The Regular Village Council Meeting was 
called to order by President Hill at 7:30 p.m., in 
the Council Chambers.
 Trustees Present: Bell, Curtis, Heath, 
Helfmann, Mayhew, Mills and Hill.
 Absent: None.
 Also Present: John Tyler, Chief of Police and 
Kathryn Rajala-Gutzki, Village Clerk/Manager.
 MOTION HEATH, SECOND MILLS, TO AP-
PROVE THE AGENDA, AS PRESENTED.  
VOICE VOTE.  MOTION CARRIED.
 MOTION HEATH, SECOND MILLS, TO AP-
PROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA, CONSIST-
ING OF ITEMS 6.a. THROUGH 6.g., AS PRE-
SENTED.  VOICE VOTE.  MOTION CARRIED.
 MOTION BELL, SECOND HELFMANN, TO 
APPROVE RESOLUTION NO. 22-36, A RES-
OLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2023 RULES OF 
THE FOWLERVILLE VILLAGE COUNCIL.  
ROLL CALL VOTE.  AYE: BELL, HELFMANN, 
CURTIS, HEATH, MAYHEW, MILLS AND HILL.  
NAY: NONE. UNANIMOUS VOTE. MOTION 
CARRIED.
 MOTION BELL, SECOND HELFMANN, TO 
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:48 P.M., VOICE 
VOTE.  MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kathryn Rajala-Gutzki, CMMC, MiPMC

Village Clerk/Manager
(1-8-23 FNV)

Margaret Skym celebrated 99th birthday 
on Dec. 25th
   Margaret (Reyhl) Skym of Fowlerville celebrated her 99th birthday on Dec. 25th. A 
small party with two of her daughters and three friends was held a few days later, 
on Thursday, Dec. 29. She’s shown here on Christmas Day with several of her 
great-grandchildren and great great-grandchildren. They include Estephanie Lantz, 
Kennedy Cole, Jackson Frisco, Levi Lantz, Gracie Lantz, Aleia Benedetti, Margaret 
Skym, Carra Burnie, Amanda Lantz, Daniella and Samantha Frisco. (The Frisco kids 
are great great-grandchildren).

   Margaret Skym is 
shown here at an earlier 
date with two of her 
brothers. Richard Reyhl 
is in front. He passed 
away this past December 
at age 105. In back is 
Fred Reyhl. Her other 
siblings (all deceased) 
included brothers Arden 
Reyhl, Donald Reyhl, 
and Stanley Reyhl and 
sisters Dortha Cornel and  
Charlotte Sherwood.
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SCHERER PERFORMANCESCHERER PERFORMANCE
AUTO REPAIR & ACCESSORIESAUTO REPAIR & ACCESSORIES

7050 W. Grand River, Fowlerville • 517-223-22007050 W. Grand River, Fowlerville • 517-223-2200

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
• Oil Changes • Tire Replacement/Balancing • Routine Maintenance
• Tune Ups • Heating & Air Conditioning • Used Car Inspections
• Brakes • Steering & Suspension • Engine & Transmission Replacement
• Alignments • Driveline, Axle 4x4 Repair • Electrical Diagnosis & Repair
• Exhaust Repair • Computer Software & Module Reprogramming on Most Makes 

WE EVEN DO ACCESSORIES
• Lift Kits  • Custom Exhaust Bending up to 3in  • Tuners  

• Trailer Hitches & Much More

Serving Fowlerville for over 12 years with over 25 years 
experience. Certified technicians on hand for any repair.

Your one stop shop for fast, reliable service 
at the best price guaranteed!

Call for an appointment or stop in for a free check engine 
light scan or visit our website at schererperformance.com

Dance Express
Craft-A-Thon

Saturday, January 14, 2023
9am - 9pm

St. Agnes Lothamer Parish Center
Fowlerville, Michigan

Cost is $40 per person
(includes lunch and dinner)

All kinds of crafting spaces,
shopping opportunities,

classes and raffles

If interested contact
Bobbiesue Adams at 989-721-1313 
or Kendra Forster at 616-666-3112
Fill out the information at this link:  

https://forms.gle/rFRrpdGh4QesqyUa6

Dean Milton Dodge
October 4, 1931 to December 23, 2022

      Dean Milton Dodge was born on October 4, 1931 to 
Hazel and Roland Dodge in Sunfield, MI. He grew up on a 
farm. In high school, Dean enjoyed playing baseball and was 
a good student. After graduation, he moved to Lansing, and 
while he was working in a car factory, he was introduced to 
Betty Stephenson through their mutual friends Don Mast and 
Marguerite DeWitt.
    Shortly thereafter, he enlisted in the Navy and was stationed 
on the USS Currituck. He traveled all over Europe and to 
Cuba. During his time in the Navy, he was awarded a special 
honor after he single-handedly saved a man’s life by rescuing 
him from a seaplane that had crashed in the water and caught 
on fire.
   While Dean was in the Navy, he and Betty corresponded 
for three years prior to getting married on December 12, 
1953.  After Betty graduated from nurse’s training, the two of 
them moved to Norfolk, VA where Randolph was born. After 
completing his four years of service in the Navy, the young 
family moved to Lansing, MI, and Dean began working at the 
Venetian Blind Laundry. Shortly thereafter, Dean and Betty 
settled in Webberville, MI, and their second son, Brian, was 
born.
    Dean was a very active community member and enjoyed 
serving in his community as a volunteer fireman, Webberville 
Village Council Trustee, Boy Scout leader, and Citizen of the 
Year committee member. Dean was an active life member of 
the Webberville Masonic Lodge #485 where he served as a 
Past Master, Deputy District Instructor, and Secretary. Dean 
also taught children in the grade school reading program, 
helped with band boosters and sports, and made wheelchair 
hand cranks for people who had lost limbs in the war. 
Dean was a committed member of the Webberville United 
Methodist Church for over 50 years.
     Dean retired from the Venetian Blind Laundry on disability 
after a major heart attack at the age of 52. Doctors did not 
expect Dean would live longer than a year, yet he surprised 
us all. During these years after his heart attack, Dean’s life 
quieted down. He enjoyed spending time with his neighbors, 
friends, family, and grandchildren. He especially relished 
his grandchildren and attended their sporting events, school 
activities, and other important life milestones. Dean enjoyed 
playing cards and games, reading, and going out to eat. Dean 
and Betty also spent 23 winters at Atlantic Beach, NC, and 
Dean enjoyed watching the ships and dolphins and spending 
time with his NC family. Dean delighted in being with people, 
welcomed everyone, and had an uncanny way of just making 
everyone feel incredibly special.
    Dean was treasured by many people in his life, and he 
felt especially honored each time someone named their child 
after him. Gary Dean Mast (friend), Brian Dean Dodge (son), 
Jack Dean Stephenson (brother-in-law), Matthew Dean 
Dodge (grandson) Hudson Dean Yu, Eric Dean Lau, Jackson 
Dean Dodge (great grandsons) are among those that share 
Dean’s name.
    Dean passed away on December 23, 2022 at Sparrow 
Hospital.  In the few days that preceded Dean’s death, he was 
able to say his final farewells to his wife, both sons, sister-
in-law Marion, granddaughter Teya, grandson Joe, and great 
grandson Hudson in person. His other grandchildren were all 
able to call him prior to his passing. He made sure each of 
them knew that they were loved and had always been loved. 
After drifting off to sleep, he continued to receive calls, 
messages, and visits from family, friends, and neighbors. His 
wife and granddaughter Teya stayed by his side until the end, 

—Area Deaths— and Dean left this world giving Betty’s hand a final squeeze 
before going peacefully. Dean will be remembered as a quiet 
and humble man who loved the Lord.
    Dean was preceded in death by his parents, his siblings 
Clinton Dodge, Bernard Dodge, and sister Joyce Petrie, his 
great grandson Josiah, and Cathy Ellsworth who was like a 
daughter to him. 
    He is survived by his wife of 69 years, Betty Marie Dodge; 
his son Randolph and wife Becky of Morehead City, NC 
and his son Brian Dean and wife Adele of Lansing, MI; 
his grandchildren Christine (Tim), Joe (Jeanette), Teya, 
Nathanael (Kelly), Matthew Dean (Allison), Elizabeth 
(Jaredd), Joanna (Andrew), and Christopher; and his great 
grandchildren Hudson Dean, Ian, Eric Dean, Emma, Lily, 
Kaitlyn, Jackson Dean, Lexie, Harper, and Jonah; step 
grandchild Jeremy (Holly); and step great grandchildren 
Calvin and Sydney. Dean will be missed by his sister-in-law 
Marion Sherburne, former daughter-in-law Pamela McCoy, 
many past and present neighbors, his nieces and nephews, 
family, and dear friends.
    The immediate family will honor Dean in late April, 
and all will be invited to a picnic on the 4th of July in their 
neighborhood to remember Dean and celebrate his life. 
Condolences can be sent to Betty Dodge, and donations can 
be sent to the Webberville United Methodist Church.
    Arrangements handled by Herrmann Funeral Home 
of Fowlerville. Online condolences may be expressed 
at pjherrrmannfuneralhome.com

CONWAY TOWNSHIP
8015 N FOWLERVILLE ROAD

FOWLERVILLE MI 48836
517-223-0358

 Conway Township is seeking bids for tree remov-
al and tree trimming at Coughran Cemetery. Job 
specification can be found on ConwayMI.gov. Sub-
mit bids to Elizabeth Whitt at Clerk@conwaymi.gov 
or visit the township on Tuesdays or Wednesdays 
between 9am and 3pm, located at 8015 N Fowler-
ville Rd. Bids are accepted until January 9, 2023, at 
5pm for a decision to be made at the January 17, 
2023, board meeting.

Elizabeth Whitt
Conway Township Clerk

(1-1 & 1-8-23)

Daniel James Michalik
     Daniel James Michalik, age 34, of Gregory, MI, passed 
away on November 10, 2022 at his home. Daniel was born on 
January 16, 1988 in Howell, MI to Tracy and Linda (Swank) 
Michalik.  
    Daniel had worked as Foreman where he was a loyal 
employee of Upper Cut Tree Service. He enjoyed working on 
cars, tinkering, and wrenching on stuff. He enjoyed spending 
time with friends and family and was always willing to help.
   He is survived by his father, Tracy (Denise Rowell) Michalik, 
and mother, Linda (Mike) Williamson, sister, Rebecca Swank 
(Shawn Conkel), his uncles, 
Dane, Terry, and Russell, 
and aunts, Dawn and Clatina. 
    A Celebration of Life is 
being planned by his close 
friends and will be held on 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 
at the Elks Lodge in Howell 
from 3-6 p.m.
    Arrangements by Staffan-
Mitchell Funeral Home.

Shop & Dine 
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Webberville Report

DEEP LASER THERAPY   NOW OFFERED
W! O""!# M$%& T&'!( O"  A)*+(,-!%,( I%./+)0%1
IMPULSE INSTRUMENT ADJUSTMENT

(517) 223-9276

The no “popping, no cracking” adjustment.
• Accepting new patients
• Walk-Ins welcome
• Pediatric adjustments
• Sports injuries

• Nutritional support &  
  testing
• Massage therapy
• Deep-Tissue laser therapy

New Hours: Monday 9-6:30, Tuesday 9-1:30
Wednesday & Thursday 9-6, Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-Noon

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

103 W. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville

“Over 20 Years Serving
The Local Community”

Westmoreland Westmoreland 
ConstructionConstruction

Webberville, MI
517-468-3685

Special winter pricing
on 560 edge!

Webberville Community 

Schools

 Webberville Community Schools is seeking en-
ergetic, positive individuals to fill open positions in 
the district. The food service department is looking 
for cooks and custodial. The daycare is seeking be-
fore and after school staff, Monday through Friday. 
There is also opportunity for substitute positions 
in several departments. Interested parties should 
send an email to jobs@webbervilleschools.org or 
contact 517-521-3422 x7906 for more information.

(1-1 & 1-8-23 FNV)

Hay • Livestock • Produce

Every Saturday starting at 9:45 am

3040 dietz rd. • WiLLiamston, mi 48895 • 517-655-6343

Live Outdoor Consignment Auctions
2nd & 4th Sunday of each month starting at 10:00am

Online Auction
3rd Sunday of each month starting at 7:00pm

December 31, 2022 Prices
Auctioned Item Quantity Price
Square Hay  786 $1.25-$14.00
Round Hay 145 $25.00-$72.50
Large Square Hay 10 $30.00-$47.50
Round Straw 2 $20.00 each
Wood 18 $32.50-$70.00
Dozen Eggs 86 $4.00-$4.50
Dozen Duck Eggs 10 $5.10 each
Chickens 11 $2.00-$13.00
Guinea Hens 22 $7.50-$8.00
Ducks 12 $2.00-$7.00
Bull Calf 3 $35.00-$225.00
Sheep 5 $45.00-$120.00
Goat 2 $60.00-$100.00
Feeder Pigs 6 $62.50-$65.00
Potbelly Pig 1 $140.00

Area quilters invited to Webberville 
Spartan Center on Tuesday, Jan. 10th
    Area quilters are invited to the Webberville Spartan Center 
(community meeting room on the ground level) on Tuesday, 
Jan. 10.  The room will be available at 2:00 p.m. until 8:00 
p.m; come and go as you wish.  Sewers and other crafters are 
welcome to come and work on their own projects.
    Six-foot tables are available; bring your own project, 
sewing machine and other supplies.  Iron and cutting mat are 
provided.  Plan your own snacks/meal.
    Beginners are welcome!  We’re happy to help you learn.  
Ages 15 and up.
    This group is still forming; the plan is to meet once a month 
to work on individual projects.  We hope to choose a name for 
the group and we may begin a block-a-month project after the 
New Year for anyone interested in participating.

NIESA Fire Report (Northeast Ingham 
Emergency Service Authority)
    On Wednesday December 28, 2022 NIESA responded to 
ten calls.  Seven of the responses were for emergency medical 
calls. Four of the calls occurred in the City of Williamston, 
one in Williamstown Township, and the final two were 
mutual aid responses assisting Stockbridge, and Mobile 
Medical Response in Dansville. NIESA also responded to 
three fire calls.  One response was a fire alarm activation 
in Williamstown Township which was accidental tripping 
of the alarm, a second was a utility pole issue in the City 
of Williamston, and the third was assisting Fowlerville Fire 
Department with a structure fire.
     Thursday December 29, 2022 NIESA had five calls.  Four 
of the responses were emergency medical calls, with three 
occurring in the City of Williamston, and one into the Village 
of Webberville. NIESA also had a mutual aid fire response 
into Fowlerville Fire Departments area to assist with a 
structure fire.
     On Friday December 30, 2022 NIESA responded to five 
calls. Four of the responses were emergency medical calls, 
with three occurring in the City of Williamston, and one 
was a mutual aid response into Meridian Township. NIESA 
also responded to a utility pole complaint within the City of 
Williamston.
     Saturday December 31, 2022 NIESA had four calls.  One 
was a fire response into the Village of Webberville for a gas 
smell within a residence. The other three responses were 
emergency medical calls, with two in the City of Williamston, 
and one in the Village of Webberville.
    On Sunday January 1, 2023 NIESA responded to five calls. 
One response was into Wheatfield Township for an odor 
investigation at a residence. The remaining four responses 
were emergency medical calls, with two occurring in the City 
of Williamston, one in Williamstown Township, and a fourth 
was an assist into Mason.
    Monday January 2, 2023 NIESA responded to one call in 
Leroy Township for a vehicle fire on I-96.
    On Tuesday January 3, 2023 NIESA had seven calls.  
Three were emergency medical calls, with one occurring 
in Williamstown Township, the second in the Village of 
Webberville, and the third in Locke Township.  NIESA also 
responded to four fire calls.  One response was a mutual aid 
request from Fowlerville Fire Department for a possible 
structure fire.  The second was a fire alarm activation in 
the City of Williamston. The third and fourth occurred in 
Williamstown Township, one response was a utility pole issue 
on Foster Road, and the second was a fire alarm activation.

Senior Spotlight—Mason Franklin
By Ruth Wisuri

    Mason Franklin has been a Spartan since his junior year of 
high school. He is the son of Nathan and Melissa, and he is 
the older brother of Parker (15) and Carter (12). 
    Following high school, Franklin plans to become a 
conservation officer after a great deal of training in wildlife 
and learning the laws. He has taken multiple online classes 
through high school with that career goal in mind. 
    “It can be a challenge without having an actual teacher,”  
he said.  
     Franklin’s advice to underclassmen would be to “Pay 
attention in class, especially if you plan on attending college 
as good grades are important.”  
   Franklin is part of the varsity football, wrestling, and 
baseball teams. His favorite is baseball, which he hopes to 
continue playing in college.
    One of his teachers, Mrs. Vogel, has nothing but good 
things to say about Franklin. “In the small amount of time 
I’ve known him, Mason has been nothing but respectful and 
always knows how to make me laugh,” she said. 
    Franklin has left a great impact on Webberville, and (he 
said) Webberville has left a great impact on him.

Check us out 
on our website!
The Fowlerville News & Views 

is on the web!
www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com

An E-Edition of the current weekly 
issue is posted on the site.

@ Fowlerville News Online
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YOUR FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR SHOP
Oil Changes, Tune Ups, Brakes, Routine Maintenance, 
Tire Replacement & Balancing, Suspension, Exhaust, 

Electrical, Alignments, Transmission Repair, 
A/C & Heat, Heavy Engine Repair, Diagnostics and More

ANDY’S ACCREDITATIONS:
ASE Master Certified & State of Michigan Master Certified

GM World Class Technician ~ Over 25 Years Experience

115 South Ann Street ~ (517) 223-7930
showermansgarage.com

Friendly, Honest Service

Andy Showerman, Owner

BID NOTICE

Village of Webberville

E. Beech St. & Apple Ln. 

Water Main

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the Village 
of Webberville, will receive sealed construction 
bids on February 9th, 2023, at the Village of 

e erville fices,   ain treet, e er-
ville, ic igan , until 5:00 p.m.  Bids will 
e opened and pu licl  announced at  p  

t at sa e da  or t e construction o    
     , located in t e 

illage o  e erville, ng a  ount , ic igan  
ids ust e delivered to   ain treet, 
e erville,   it in t e ti e ra e list-

ed above in accordance with the Bidding Docu-
ents

 e or  includes re oval and replace ent 
o  asp alt sur ace road, and construction o   
l  o   ater ain
 Plans and Bidding Documents a  e 
viewed beginning at 9:00 am on Monday, Jan-
uary 9th, 2023, at the Village of Webberville Of-
fice,   ain treet, e erville,    
 The Issuing Office for the Bidding Doc-
uments is  roup,  ine ree oad, 

uite , ansing, ic igan   ontact ric 
versen at   , eiversen

peagroup co   id docu ents ill e e ailed in 
pd  or at upon re uest  

 Bids will only be accepted from Plan Hold-
ers of Record who have attended the manda-
tory pre-bid conference (see below). To be a 
Plan Holder of Record, Bidding Documents 
MUST BE REQUESTED from the issuing of-
fice as described above.
 A mandatory pre-bid conference will be held 
at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, January 16th, 2023, 
at t e illage o  e erville fices,   ain 

treet, e erville,    epresentatives 
o  t e ngineer ill e present at t e pre id 
con erence  rospective idders are re uired to 
attend and participate in t e con erence  ll id-
ders ust sign in  na e o  attendee, usiness 
represented, and e ail address
 e ngineer ill trans it an  ddenda t e 

ngineer considers necessar  in response to 
uestions arising at t e con erence to all lan 
olders o  ecord   ral state ents a  not e 

relied upon and will not be binding or legally ef-
ective

 e contract ill e let in accordance it  
t e ontract ocu ents on file in t e illage o  

e erville o fices and availa le to interested 
parties  ids ill e ade and received in accor-
dance it  t ese docu ents
 ontracts ill e ade it  t e lo est respon-
si le idder giving ade uate securit  or t e per-
or ance o  t e or  e illage reserves t e 

right to reject any and all bids, and to adjourn 
suc  id letting to suc  ti e and place as t e il-
lage s all pu licl  announce  t is anticipated t at 

otice o  ard ill e ade on February 15th, 
2023
 e or  s all not co ence until August 21, 
2023   e date or t e u stantial o pletion 
o  suc  ontract is November 17th, 2023, with 

inal o pletion  December 31, 2023   
 e ter s o  pa ent are contained in t e 
contract specifications  n  responsi le person 

anting to id on t e a ove entioned or  ill 
e re uired to deposit id securit  in t e a ount 

specified in t e idding docu ents as a guaran-
tee that they will enter into a contract and furnish 
t e re uired onds as prescri ed  t e contract 
specifications and applica le la  id securities 
of all unsuccessful Bidders will be returned af-
ter a contract is a arded   ll ids s all re ain 
open for t irt   da s after the day of the bid 
opening, but the Village reserves the right at its 
sole discretion to release any bid and bid security 
e ore t at date

 

Plainfield United Methodist Church 
hosting ‘take out only’ chicken dinner
    Plainfield United Methodist Church (located north of 
Gregory on M-36) is hosting a ‘take out only ‘chicken supper 
on  Saturday, Jan. 14th from 5pm until sold out. Free will 
donation.

Williamston Eagles Events
Kathy Ford and Raz
    Kathy and Raz will be performing on Sunday, January 
22nd, for another afternoon of fun! Join us at our usual time; 
5 until 8 pm at the Williamston Eagles Club at 835 High St. 
Our required donation for both dates is $5.00 at the door to 
help cover the band cost. Relax and listen to the music or 
kick up your heels on the dance floor! Food special to be 
determined. Doors open at 3pm and everyone is welcome! 
Call 517-655-6510 with any questions. 

* * *
Euchre Tournament
    Euchre will be played at the Williamston Eagles Club on 
Friday, January 20th. Registration starts at 6:30 pm and play 
starts at 7. Cost to play is $10.00 per person. You don’t need 
a partner; we draw for partners before the game and rotate 
accordingly. Come down and show us your Euchre skills and 
maybe even win a prize! Club is located at 835 High St. Call 
517-655-6510 for more information. Everyone is welcome to 
join.

Williamston Farmers Market Bottle 
& Can Collection set for Jan. 15th
   Sowing Growth, the non-profit organization that operates 
the Eastern Ingham Farmers Market in Williamston, will be 
collecting Michigan-returnable bottles and cans at McCormick 
Park’s large parking lot on Sunday, Jan. 15th. Collection dates 
in the off-season are the 1st and 3rd Sundays each month in 
2023 from January through April, from 11am to 1pm. 
    This popular fundraiser is a win-win: you don’t have to 
do the icky-sticky job of taking the bottles back to the store, 
and you’re supporting the Farmers Market which has no other 
funding sources other than grants and donations. 
    Upcoming collection dates in the off-season are:  February 
5 & 19, March 5 & 19, and April 2 & 16, between 11am and 
1pm. If your business collects bottles and cans, consider 
donating them. Special collections can be made directly at 
your business address during the week. Just call or email any 
member of the Sowing Growth Board of Directors (listed 
on the website: www.EasternInghamFarmersMarket.org) or 
contact the Market Manager Tom Cary to make arrangements 
for special pick-ups. 
    For more information about Sowing Growth, the non-
profit organization that operates the Eastern Ingham Farmers 
Market in Williamston, to become a vendor, to be added to the 
newsletter email list, to volunteer or to donate to the Market, 
visit the Market website www.EasternInghamFarmersMarket.
org, visit its Facebook page or contact Market Manager Tom 
Cary (517-618-1630) or EasternInghamFM@gmail.com).

Williamston Area 
Senior Center

201 School Street  - 517-655-5173
January 2023 Events 

    *Monday, January 9th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Balance with 
Monica at 9am-9:45am, Blood Pressure Screening 11am, and 
Jeopardy at 12:30pm
    *Tuesday, January 10th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Lunch with 
a Board Member at Noon, Tai Chi at 12:30pm, and Knitters 
Group
    *Wednesday, January 11th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Lunch & 
Plinko with Independence Village at Noon, and Needle Work 
Group 1pm-3pm
    *Thursday, January 12th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Ukulele lessons 
with Ben 11am, and Fraud Protection Workshop for Seniors 
presented by Huntington Bank with Bingo & Prizes at 12:30pm
    *Monday, January 16th-Euchre 9am-Noon, and Crafts with 
Pat Cookingham make a Fleece Scarf & Decorative Pin at 
12:30pm 
    *Tuesday, January 17th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Mind Binders 
with the Library at 12:30pm, and Knitters Group 1pm-3pm
    *Wednesday, January 18th-Winnie the Pooh Day, 
Presentation by Wendy Noles from Consumer Energy at 
12:30pm, and Needle Work Group 1pm-3pm
    *Thursday, January 19th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Ukulele 
lessons with Ben at 11am, Author visit with Rod Sadler on his 
True Crime novels at 12:30pm
    *Monday, January 23rd-Euchre 9am-Noon, National Pie 
Day-Donation of pies from Red Cedar Lodge at Noon, and 
What’s Happening in Williamston with Mayor Tammy Gilroy 
at 12:30pm
    *Tuesday, January 24th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Presentation 
from Mindfulness Therapy Dogs at 12:30pm, and Knitters 
Group 1pm-3pm
    *Wednesday, January 25th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Drum Circle 
with Ian Levine at 12:30pm, Opposite Day (Wear non-matching 
outfit!), and Needle Work Group 1pm-3pm
    *Thursday, January 26th-Euchre 9am-Noon, Ukulele 
Lessons with Ben at 11am, Michigan’s Birthday Party with 
Dobie Road at Noon
    *Friday, January 27th-Bus Trip to Brookdale Living at 11am 
(Sign-up Required)
    *Monday, January 30th-Euchre 9am-Noon, “In the Kitchen 
with Susie”-No Bake Cookies at 12:30pm
    *Tuesday, January 31st-Euchre 9am-Noon, Backward 
Day (Wear your clothes backwards), Tai Chi at 12:30pm, and 
Knitters Group 1pm-3pm

—Area Deaths—

Earl Paul Richards
    Earl Paul Richards, age 75, passed away peacefully in his 
home on Dec. 27, 2022. Earl is survived by his beloved wife 
of 51 years, Patricia (Meyer); his daughter Robin Nielson, her 
husband Chris, and their son Matthew; his daughter Jill Curtis, 
her husband Matthew, and their daughters Sophia and Ava; and 
also Earl’s sister, Joyce Patton (Richards). 
     Earl was preceded in death by his parents Herschel and 
Jeannette, and siblings Juanita Peterson, Bertha Wiles, Ronald 
Richards, and Beverly Brown. 
    Earl was born on April 11, 1947. He attended Hartland Schools 
and graduated in 1965. He completed trade school, became a 
journeyman plumber, and joined Plumbers Local 98 of Detroit. 
He worked at various industrial locations in the metro area and 
became well-known in the industry for his incredible work ethic, 
and efficient quality performance.  
    Earl and Pat purchased beautiful wooded property in Fowlerville 
where they built their lifetime home. Earl enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, and an active country life. He and his family faithfully 
attended Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Howell. Earl found 
great joy in service to his Savior, and freely gave of his time 
and treasure. Earl and Pat highly valued Christian education and 
made it a priority that their daughters attend Lutheran schools 
for grade school, high school, and college. He and Pat enjoyed 
entertaining, and Earl loved to share stories, laughter, and lively 
conversation. His family and friends will always remember his 
kind and helpful nature, generous love, and strong faith in Christ. 
    Visitation was scheduled at MacDonald Funeral Home in 
Howell on January 3 from 3-7 pm. His funeral service took place 
on January 4 at 11:00 am at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
of Howell, followed by Christian burial at Greenwood Cemetery 
in Fowlerville. All were welcome to attend and celebrate Earl’s 
arrival to his heavenly home. 
    Memorial contributions can be made to the WELS Central 
Africa Medical Mission (CAMM www.camm.us ) in honor 
of Earl. He was passionate about their mission to build local 
borehole wells to make water easily accessible for those who 
would otherwise need to walk for miles to obtain fresh water. 
Please note Earl’s name with any gifts, and your contribution will 
be used to build or maintain these invaluable wells. CAMM will 
notify the Richards family of your generosity. Link: https://www.
camm.us/donate-to-camm. Memories and online condolences 
can be shared at www.WatkinsFuneralHomes.com.
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Timothy Tersigni, D.C.
O!ering Laser "erapy

103 W. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville
517-223-9276

Fax 517-223-9278 • Email: dr-tim@hotmail.com
Most Insurances Accepted • Walk-Ins Welcome

Kern Road Veterinary Clinic, P.L.L.C.

105 Fowlerville Road • Fowlerville
(517) 223-9618 • Fax (517) 223-0101

www.kernroadvet.com

Perry F. Ragon, D.V.M.
Peter L. Esterline, D.V.M.
Rachel M. Shrader, D.V.M.
Lauren M. Gnagey, D.V.M.

Iris R. Foote, D.V.M.
Heather L. Murphy, D.V.M.
Ashley Pfeifer, D.V.M.
Abbigail C. Schleusener, D.V.M.

ATTENTION PARENTS:
If you do not name a guardian to raise your child and 

the unlikely happens, would you want a total
stranger to decide who will raise your child?

Before it is too late, please call:
or e   fices  P

today for a free initial consultation regarding
i s / rusts / st te P nning

1-888-288-5LAW
or e o ices co

JUST for KIDS

Just for Kids page is sponsored by:

Make Snow Fluff
Materials:
 • 1 cup corn starch
 • 1 cup shaving cream
 • Food Coloring

Instructions:
 1. Pour the cup of corn starch into a  
  large bowl. Use a spoon to scoop the  
  shaving cream on top of it. Put 5-10  
  drops of food coloring on top. 
  Stir to mix.
 2. When the mixture looks like grated  
  cheese, use your hands to squish the mixture even more.
 3. Pretty soon the shaving cream and corn starch will form a ball,  
  about the same texture as dough.
 4. If your mixture is really wet and sticky after mixing, it needs a  
  little more corn starch. If it won’t stick together and falls into  
  pieces, add a little more shaving cream.
 5. That’s it! Try sculpting snow angels, snowmen, or make a tiny  
  snow fort!

How does it work?
 The tiny pieces of corn starch get mixed into the shaving cream and 
suspended in the mixture. Shaving cream is made of tiny tiny bubbles, 
and the surface tension on the surface of the bubbles helps ‘float’ the 
corn starch particles when the two mix.

It’s Snow Joke...
Q: What falls in the winter but never gets hurt?
A: Snow.

Q: What is a snowman’s favorite snack?
A: Ice Krispies treats.

Q: Where do snowmen put their money?
A: Snowbanks.

Q: Where do snowmen love to dance?
A: At a snow ball.

Q: How do mountains stay warm?
A: They put on their snowcaps.

Q: What’s a snowman’s favorite drink?
A: Iced tea.

(517) 223-2302 • ionelectric.org

Authorized Generator  
Sales & Service Dealer

Generator Financing Now Available!

Fowlerville Junior High 
School News

IMPORTANT DATES
   --No School January 16th

   --Half Day January 18th-20th for exams
   --School of Choice is opened January 9th-20th

* * *
SPORTS FOR WEEK OF JAN. 9:
    Mon-Friday:  GBB practice:  7th @ FJH & 8th @ Munn; 
2:30-4:00 daily. IF questions, contact coach immediately. 
  WRESTLING practice daily at FHS-2:30-4:30. 
Sat., 1/14:  CCH @ Milford Invite.  Details TBA.

* * *
LOST & FOUND is overflowing with coats, winter jackets, 
sweatshirts, hats, gloves, and water bottles.  If your student is 
missing anything, please have them check the lost and found.  
We will be donating the remaining items after January 13th.

Week Number 2
of the New Year is Here

By Jace Arledge
   The first week of January has come to an end. 
   Have you worked towards any changes you would like to 
make?
    Has your table gotten bigger? 
    Have you thought about healing your past so you can have 
a better future? 
    Changing oneself or realizing something within us must 
change, is the key to changing the world around us. 
    Don’t be afraid to ask for help, all of us need a bit of 
understanding and clarification on our lives. 
    Just remember you are worthy and loved.  Here’s to week 
number 2!
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TODD’S 

ANTENNA

& SATELLITE
Fowlerville, MI

(517) 223-1200
Cell: 517-404-9002

Up to 60 over-the-air FREE 
antenna TV channels.

“Cut the cable!”
ALL HOME ENTERTAINMENT NEEDS SINCE 

1991. TODD FEAR, OWNER/INSTALLER

PROFESSIONAL  

DIRECTORY

ELECTRICIAN

ENTERTAINMENT

CHIROPRACTOR

REAL ESTATE
CRAMPTON 
ELE C T RI C 
COMPANY, INC.

Commercial, Industrial, 
Residential

Insured. License No. 03685

10975 W. Grand 
River, Fowlerville

(517) 223-9691,  
223-3756 or  

223-7196

HARMON  
REAL ESTATE
Serving the community 

since 1946

517-223-9193

YOUR AD HERE

FOR ONLY $15 
YOUR BUSINESS 
ADVERTISEMENT

COULD BE

HERE!
Interested call 
(517) 223-8760

LORI KILLEN
Associate Broker/

Realtor
804 E. Grand River,
Howell, MI 48843

(517) 294-6977

!!!.L"#$K$%%&'.(")

Email:
LoriKillenRealtor@gmail.com

“Dr. Tim” Tersigni
Family • Pediatric   

Sports Injuries  
Massage Therapy 
WALK-INS WELCOME

746 S. Grand Ave.,
Fowlerville

(517) 223-9276  

HOURS: OPEN 10AM - 6PM DAILY

Northeast corner of Grand River & Dietz Road

3537 E Grand River Ave • Williamston • (517) 996-0026
www.diederichproduce.com

                 @DiederichProduce

DI
EDERICHDI
EDERICH

PRODUCEPRODUCE

Stop in! HealtHy Meal planS By nitro nutrition!
Many New Items! All Occasion Gift Baskets! 

Premium Wines & Cold Beer Available!

OpeningOpening Friday  Friday 
January 13January 13th th • 2-6pm• 2-6pm

Call or text for reservations: 517-996-0026
Ice Cream • Donuts Made Daily 

• Cotton Candy 
• Chocolate Covered Oreos 

• Chocolate Covered Pretzels 
• & More!Simple Home Safety Solutions 

for Aging-in-Place
Dear Savvy Senior,
     Falls and fires are the two things I worry most about for my 
elderly father who lives alone. Do you have any suggestions on 
what we can do to help keep him safe, and keep an eye on him 
from afar?

Concerned Daughter
Dear Concerned,
     Of course! There are a number of small adjustments and 
modifications you can make to your dad’s home to help protect 
him from falls and fires, both of which cause thousands of 
injuries and deaths each year. Here are some tips to get you 
started.
     Eliminate tripping hazards: Since falls are the leading 
cause of home injury among seniors, a good place to start is to 
pack away your dad’s throw rugs which are common tripping 
hazards or use carpet tacks or double-sided tape to secure them. 
You may also need to adjust your dad’s furniture so there are 
clear pathways to walk through and position any electrical or 
phone cords along walls and out of the way. 
    For hardwood steps, consider attaching a nonslip tread to 
each one to provide traction and help him see the edge. And for 
added protection in the bathroom buy some nonskid rugs for 
the floors and use adhesive nonslip treads or a mat with rubber 
suction inside his tub or shower stall.
    Improve his lighting: Good lighting is essential for safe 
aging-in-place, so check the wattage ratings on your dad’s 
lamps and light fixtures, and install the brightest bulbs allowed, 
and add supplementary lighting if necessary. 
    You should also purchase some dusk to dawn nightlights 
for the bathroom and in the hallways that light up when the 
sun goes down. And mount some motion sensor lights outside 
the front and back doors and in the driveway that automatically 
come on when he comes and goes after dark.
    Get grab bars: These can significantly reduce his risk of 
bathroom falls. Install them where he enters the shower or 
tub and on a wall inside the stall, but don’t use grab bars that 
attach with suction. Instead, have wall-mounted bars put in by 
someone who can affix them to the wall studs. It’s also best to 
choose bars whose surfaces are slightly textured and easier to 
grip.
    Ensure railings are stable: Wherever he has steps – 
stairways, entryways or basements – he needs sturdy railings. 
Ideally, they should be on both sides of the steps.
    Prevent cooking fires: There are several affordable products 
you can purchase to help your dad prevent home cooking fires 
like BurnerAlert discs that attach to a stove’s knob and will 
continuously blink or beep after the stove has been in use for 
a preset amount of time, and Ome smart knobs that can control 
a stove’s heating settings from an app. Or you can invest in a 
more expensive iGuardStove sensor that shuts the stove off 
when it doesn’t detect motion for five minutes.
    Install smoke alarms: Install a smart smoke alarm in your 
dad’s house (buy one for each floor) that will alert him when 
smoke or carbon monoxide is detected. These smart devices will 
also send alerts to your phone to let you know when a problem 
is detected. Google Nest and First Alert both sell smart smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors. 
    Add fire extinguishers: Get portable multipurpose fire 
extinguishers for each level of your dad’s house and in the 
garage. 
    Consider a medical alert: To ensure your dad’s safety and 
provide you some peace of mind, consider getting him a medical 
alert device that comes with a wearable SOS button that would 
allow him to call for help if he were to fall or need assistance. 
    For more tips, get a copy of AARP’s “HomeFit Guide” (see 
AARP.org/HomeFit), which has more than 100 aging-in-place 
suggestions that can help make your dad’s home safer and 
easier to live in.

Savvy
Senior
Column
By Jim Miller 

   Senator Stabenow Announces She Will Not Seek 
Re-Election in 2024.

Senator Stabenow announces she 
will not seek re-election in 2024 
   Senator Debbie Stabenow announced this past Thursday 
that she will not seek re-election in 2024 and will leave the 
U.S. Senate at the end of her term on Jan. 3, 2025.
  Stabenow, who is an Ingham County resident, represented 
the Webberville area as a state representative and then as 
a state senator early in her career and both Livingston and 
Ingham Counties as a member of Congress.
   She issued the following statement:
     “Inspired by a new generation of leaders, I have decided 

to pass the torch in the U.S. Senate. I am announcing today 
that I will not seek re-election and will leave the U.S. Senate 
at the end of my term on January 3, 2025. 
     “As part of my own new generation, I was elected to 
the Ingham County Commission in 1974 at the age of 24. As 
the youngest and first woman to chair the Board, this began 
years of breaking barriers, blazing trails, and being the ‘first’ 
woman to reach historic milestones as an elected official, 
including the honor of being the first woman from Michigan 
elected to the U.S. Senate. But I have always believed it’s 
not enough to be the ‘first’ unless there is a ‘second’ and a 
‘third’….
     “When I ran for the State Legislature in 1978, there were 
only eight women serving in the State House and none in 
the State Senate or top statewide offices. This year there are 
44 women serving in the State House and 15 in the Senate! 
Women hold the top three statewide elected offices, and we 
have the first female Majority Leader in the State Senate! 
  “Under the cloud of unprecedented threats to our democracy 
and our basic freedoms, a record-breaking number of people 
voted last year in Michigan. Young people showed up like 
never before. This was a very hopeful sign for our future. 
   “I am ‘Made in Michigan.’ My work is deeply rooted in my 
love of our wonderful state. Whether protecting our Great 
Lakes, transforming mental health services, or ensuring 
our state can continue to make things and grow things to 
be competitive in our world economy, I am proud that my 
accomplishments have made a difference in people’s lives 
and created a strong foundation for a healthy and prosperous 
future for our state. 
   “For the next two years, I am intensely focused on continuing 
this important work to improve the lives of Michiganders. 
This includes leading the passage of the next five-year Farm 
Bill which determines our nation’s food and agriculture 
policies. It is also key in protecting our land and water and 
creating jobs in our rural and urban communities. 
    “I am so grateful for the trust the people of Michigan 

have placed in me. I am also deeply grateful to my incredible 
staff, who are the best team in the United States Senate. They 
continue to set the highest standards for service in Michigan 
and across our country.”
     “When my term ends, I intend to begin a new chapter in 
my life that includes continuing to serve our State outside of 
elected office while spending precious time with my amazing 
96-year-old mom and my wonderful family.”

OLSHA holding ‘Walk for Warmth’ 
at Hartland Center on Feb. 11th
    Olsha is holding its ‘Walk for Warmth’ on Saturday, Feb. 
11, at the Hartland Educational Support Service Center, 9525 
E. Highland Road, Howell.
   The mission of this family-friendly event is to raise funds to 
support those in need in Livingston County to stay warm and 
safe in their homes during the coldest months. By walking 
alongside community supporters and first responders, you can 
help these dedicated individuals continue to assist families in 
local neighborhoods. Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. and the 
walk begins promptly at 9 a.m.

Howell Carnegie Library holding 
Used Book Sale on Jan. 21st
  A Used Book Sale will be held at the Howell Carnegie 
Library on Saturday, Jan. 21, from 9:30am until 3:3pm on 
the Lower Level. Hard cover, soft cover and children’s books 
plus CDs and DVDs: $1.00 or less.
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Call (517)223-8760

O!ce Located at 206 E. Grand River, Fowlerville MI 
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-DEADLINE THURSDAY BY 3PM-

BUSINESS SERVICES

Check Out at
stevehorton.substack.com

Free Subscription Available.
Latest column will be emailed

to your Inbox when you subscribe.
You can also click ‘Let me read it first’

to sample offerings
Latest column:

Preserving the Rural Character of the
Community vs. Economic Development

Political & Social Commentary and History
By Steve Horton

DIRECT CARE STAFF NEEDED: To take care of disabled adults 
in Howell. DL/ID, GED/Diploma needed. Call Shelbey at 810 588-
3724.

* * *
EVANS GARAGE DOOR REPAIR AND INSTALLATION. 
Spring replacement. Wayne Dalton garage doors and Lift Master 
garage openers. “Our Business is Up & Down.” Call anytime 517-
223-9905.

* * *
Steve Lakewisz
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR: Lawn Mowers, Rototillers, Pressure 
Washers, and Most Other Small Engines. Fowlerville. Call Steve @ 
517-294-2018.

* * *
I BUY FIREARMS: Rifles, Shotguns or Handguns. If you have 
firearms you no longer need – Call me! (517) 294-6406. In business 
since 2006.

* * *
CASH 4 CARS!!!
WE BUY ALL CARS/TRUCKS/SUV’S
-RUNNING OR NOT-
2200 N BURKHART. HOWELL MI 
(810) 691-5030 stop by or we can come to you
CASH4CARSAUTOSALES.COM

* * *
SPECIALIZING in fixing leaky roofs. Call 517-927-8050 

* * *
PLUMBING REPAIRS. Sewer & Drain Cleaning. Call Dan 
Roberts. 517 719-5700.

* * *
PART-TIME HELP WANTED. Motherly, sisterly, best friend-type 
to help care for lady in her home. Some housekeeping involved. 
313-999-2108.

* * *
SNOWPLOWING. Private drives and driveways. Call 517-927-
8050.

* * *
TRAILER REPAIR: Wheel Bearings, Lights, Axles, Springs and 
Most Other Trailer Services. Fowlerville. Call Steve @ 517-294-
2018.

* * *
FOWLERVILLE APARTMENT FOR RENT. 1 working person 
only. Utilities furnished. $485 per month, $100 deposit. 517-749-
6127

* * *
LOST: Hunting Blind, Primos brand. House & Van Orden Roads. 
Call 810-588-2794.

MegaMarket Liners
AMISH FURNITURE
An Amish Log Headboard and Queen Pillow Top Mattress Set. 
Brand new-never used, sell all for $375. Call anytime 989-923-1278

* * *
Amish Log Beds, Dressers, Rustic Table and Chairs, Mattresses 
for Cabin or Home. Lowest price in Michigan!
DanDanTheMattressMan.com 989-923-1278

* * *

AUCTIONS
Live Public Auction: Collette’s Antique Mall, Saturday Jan. 14th, 
12 p.m. 5350 Davison Road, Burton, Michigan 48509
Antiques, Collectibles, Store displays, Fixtures, Primitives, much 
more! Complete Liquidation. Details at: ColesAuctionService.com 
1-810-397-3199

* * *
Firearms, Ammo, Satellite Phones, Walkie Talkies, Knives, 
Flashlights, Prepper Supplies, Accessories and much more! 
Bidding open thru Jan. 17, 2023, www.estateauctionexperts.
com 248-987-0030. Check out our multiple online auctions 
available every week!

* * *
Online Auction: RC Planes & Helicopters, Engines & 
Accessories, Huge selection New/Old, 2009 Dodge Ram hemi 
4x4,
2018 18 ft. enclosed trailer, Generators, much more! No 
reserves!Bidding ends January 18th.
ColesAuctionService.com  1-810-397-3199

* * *
Gun & Ammo Auction Now Open!  200+ Guns. Bid Anywhere 
@ johnpeckauctions.com. Shipping & Inspection Available. 
Selling? Call John 989-345-4866. Serving Statewide & National 
Shooters, Hunters & Collectors Since 1979

* * *
Multiple Online Estate Auctions. Wood Chipper/leaf 
mulcher, Lionel Anniversary train clock, Kangook Paraglide, 
Snowblower, Power lift recliner, Porter Cable air compressor. 
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com Reserve your 2023 auction, 
call Joe Sherwood 1-800-835-0495.

* * *
BUSINESS SERVICES
METAL ROOFING regular and shingle style, HALF OFF 
SPECIAL COLORS! Lifetime asphalt shingles and vinyl siding. 
Licensed and insured builders. Pole Buildings. Quality work for 40 
years! AMISH CREW.  517-575-3695.   

* * *
MATTRESSES
Adjustable Bed Brand New with mattress. Made is U.S.A., in 
plastic, with warranty. Retail cost $3,995.00, sacrifice for $875.00.  
Call for showing or delivery:  DanDanTheMattressMan.com   989-
615-2951

* * *
MEDICAL
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-835-7273 Hablamos 
Espanol

* * *
MISCELLANEOUS
AMISH BUILT storage sheds and mini cabins delivered to your 
site anywhere in Michigan!  Starting at $2,500.00
mynextbarn.com   989-832-1866

* * *
POLE BARNS
WE BUILD ALL WINTER LONG! Built Best Barns, Best 
Quality, Best Service. Now in our 25th Year! Over 4,000 Buildings in 
Mid-Michigan. Call for QUOTES. Licensed/Insured, 989-205-2534

* * *
VACATION RENTALS
Florida Condo East Coast, rent by the week or the month. 
Available January & April, 2023. Privately owned 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 
Gated community. 269-908-1654

* * *
Attention Cottage, Condo, Vacation Homeowners. Advertise 
your Vacation Rental Properties with Community Papers of 
Michigan’s Michigan MegaMarket Classified Network. Reach over 
1.2 Million households per-week with your in-state or out-of-state 
vacation rental ad. Call 1-800-783-0267 Ext. 1 for details.

TRASH REMOVAL: Estates, Pole Barns, Houses, Mobile Homes, 
Basements, Garages, Commercial Buildings. Full service. “We do 
all the work.” Also, tearing down sheds, garages, mobile homes, 
RVs and remove old boats. Call Jay at 517-980-0468.

* * *
BRENDA’S PET GROOMING--Quiet home setting. Saturdays 
only. Iosco Road, Fowlerville-Webberville. By appointment only. 
Please call 517.294.0209.

* * *
D&R ROOFING & SIDING: New homes, tear-offs, recovers, 
gutters, flat roofs. Call Don at (517) 548-3570 or (517) 376-2064.

* * *
EXCAVATION SERVICES—
Driveway Grading & Stone,
Forestry Mulching & Land Clearing
Trenching, Grading Topsoil & Seeding
Ditch Cleaning & Brush Hogging & Site Clearing
Stump Grinding
517-375-2789.

* * *
WANTED: Junk or Disabled vehicles or scrap metal. Paying up 
to $1,000 depending on what you have. Call John 517-225-8291.

* * *
LIVINGSTON HOME IMPROVEMENT Remodeling & 
Handyman Services. Carpentry work, doors, windows, siding, 
kitchens, finish basements, additions, pole barns. Call Eric at 517-
861-1249.

Legislative Priorities for 118th 
Congress Outlined

    U.S. Rep. Elissa Slotkin (MI-07) has unveiled her legislative 
priorities for the new Congress. Slotkin will now represent 
Michigan’s new 7th Congressional District, which includes 
all of Ingham, Clinton, Shiawassee and Livingston Counties, 
as well as parts of Eaton, Oakland and Genesee Counties.
    “Representing mid-Michigan in Congress has been the 
greatest honor of my life, and it’s a privilege to continue 
the work we started to improve the lives of hardworking 
families of the new 7th District,” said Slotkin. “In this new 
term, I’m eager to work across the aisle to continue to address 
the challenges everyday Michiganders face by lowering 
the cost of prescription drugs and health care, bringing our 
manufacturing jobs back to the United States, countering the 
threats posed by the Chinese Communist Party, protecting 
Michigan’s lakes and environment, and honoring our 
commitment to our veterans. Over the last two years we’ve 
made great strides in all of these areas, often with bipartisan 
support, but it’s clear there is more work to be done. I’m 
ready and willing to work with anyone – no matter their party 
– to address these issues as we head into the new year. It’s 
time to get to work.”     Slotkin said that she made significant 
progress on many of these issues in the 117th Congress: 
She was a key co-author of the Honoring Our PACT Act to 
expand health care for veterans impacted by toxic burn pits 
and worked aggressively to pass the CHIPS and Science Act 
to incentivize an American semiconductor industry, both of 
which had bipartisan support. Slotkin also voted to pass the 
Inflation Reduction Act, which has capped insulin prices for 
seniors at $35 per dose and limited out of pocket prescription 
drug spending for Medicare enrollees. In the new Congress, 
Slotkin added that she will continue her bipartisan work to 
protect Michigan’s environment and lakes, strengthening 
U.S. supply chains and making government more transparent 
and accountable.

U.S. 
Congress
Report
By Elissa Slotkin,
7th District, U.S. House 
of Representatives
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for details
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Text of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
Inaugural Address delivered on Jan. 1st

    Hello Michigan! I am honored to be here and excited to 
get to work.   
     First, I want to acknowledge my family—my daughters 
Sherry and Sydney, my husband Marc, my dad, Dick 
Whitmer, my sister Liz, brother Richard, and my step-
sons Mason, Alex, and Winston. I could not do this without 
their love and support.   
    I want to thank all the statewide leaders with us today: my 
partner in governance Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist. 
Our Attorney General Dana Nessel and Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson. Each has served Michigan admirably over 
the last 4 years, and I am grateful to continue our partnership 
for the next 4.   
    A warm welcome to my friends in the Michigan Legislature, 
the 2 new Democratic leaders who have each made history—
Speaker of the House Joe Tate and Senate Majority Leader 
Winnie Brinks. Also, welcome to House Minority Leader 
Matt Hall and Senate Minority Leader Aric Nesbitt. Let’s 
work together to move Michigan forward. Also, I want to 
acknowledge my federal partners, Senators Stabenow and 
Peters, Congresswomen Stevens and Lawrence, and our 
hardworking congressional delegation.   
    My fellow Michiganders, I am honored that you have put 
your trust in me to keep serving our beautiful state. I will be 
a governor for ALL Michiganders and I’ll work with anyone 
who wants to get things done.   
     In November, Michiganders spoke with a clear voice. 
They want the ability to raise a family without breaking the 
bank, strong protections for constitutional rights, and leaders 
focused on the fundamental issues that matter most to their 
lives. They expect us to embody the values they live up to 
every day—grit and grace. They deserve practical problem 
solvers who get things done.   
     Michiganders are smart. We know we face a lot of 
immediate and long-term challenges. By working together, 
we can tackle those challenges.   
   Over the next 4 years…   
    We must do everything we can to lower costs so families 
have more money in their pockets to pay the bills and put 
food on the table.   
    Grow our economy so every person can get the skills to 
land a good-paying job.   
    Ensure every Michigander is safe going to work, dropping 
their kids off at school, or at home in their neighborhood.   
    Build up infrastructure for our communities: From the 
roads people drive on, the homes they live in, to the pipes that 
deliver their kids’ drinking water.   
    Our task is clear: focus on the fundamentals, work together, 
and get things done.   
    So, let’s talk about those fundamentals. What are we going 
to do over the next 4 years? I will have a lot more to say in my 
upcoming State of the State and budget addresses.   
    But I want to share the vision with you here today.   
    Let’s ensure our hardworking seniors can keep more of 
what they’ve earned.   
    Let’s bring supply chains home from China to Michigan 
and become an epicenter of innovation in clean energy, 

Gov. Whitmer outlines her vision for 
upcoming term in 2nd inaugural address

By Andrew Roth
Michigan Advance

    Gov. Gretchen Whitmer outlined her vision for her second 
term during her inaugural address last Sunday, Jan. 1, and 
also kicking off complete Democratic control of Lansing for 
the first time in four decades.
    Whitmer promised additional details in her upcoming State 
of the State address and budget proposal, but called for the 
newly Democratic Michigan Legislature to pass “common 
sense” gun control reforms, repeal laws banning abortion, 
and tackle issues like climate change and health care.
    “In November, Michiganders spoke with a clear voice,” 
Whitmer said. “They expect us to embody the values they 
live up to every day – grit and grace. They deserve practical 
problem solvers who get things done.”
    Democrats last controlled the governor’s office and held 
majorities in the Michigan House and Senate in 1983.
    Whitmer extended a greeting to House Minority Leader 
Matt Hall (R-Marshall) and Senate Minority Leader Aric 
Nesbitt (R-Lawton), urging them to “work together to move 
Michigan forward” with Speaker of the House Joe Tate 
(D-Detroit), Senate Majority Leader Winnie Brinks (D-Grand 
Rapids) and the Democratic governor.
    “If we reach across the aisle, bring people together in 
every region, and focus on solving problems, we can make 
Michigan a place where all people can envision a great future, 
no matter who they are, where they come from, or how much 
money they have in their pocket,” Whitmer said.
    Nesbitt responded in a tweet, saying “Senate Republicans 
hope that this term she actually follows through on her 
repeated promises of bipartisanship. We can start by giving 
EVERY Michigander relief from record inflation.”
    Hall said in a statement that legislators and the governor 
will have “tremendous opportunities to help the people of 
Michigan.”
     “House Republicans are ready to get to work to attract the 
high-paying careers of the future, make life more affordable 
for every Michigander, and foster safer communities for 
Michigan families,” Hall said, adding that Republicans will 
“continue working across the aisle to achieve these common-
sense goals.”
     But Hall also said that Republicans are prepared to “stand 
up for the people against” Whitmer’s agenda if they view it 
as extreme.
     “Instead,” Hall said, “Democrats should join Republicans’ 
ongoing efforts to make Michigan better for everyone.”
    Whitmer’s oath of office was administered by Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice Kyra Harris Bolden, who became 
the first Black woman to serve on the court when she 
took her own oath of office earlier in the ceremony. 
Whitmer appointed Bolden to replace Chief Justice Bridget 
Mary McCormack.
    Attorney General Dana Nessel and Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson were also sworn in for their second terms at 
the ceremony.
     “Four years ago, I stood before you all and declared that it 
was a new day for democracy here in the state of Michigan. 
And indeed, it was,” Benson said.   
    Benson took a victory lap for carrying out the 2020 and 
2022 elections, implementing new legislative districts drawn 
by an independent commission, and moving branch offices 
to an appointment system that she says fulfills her 2018 
campaign promise of a 30-minute guarantee.
    But Benson warned that “we are in an era of misinformation 
and bad actors continue to spread lies about our democracy 
to advance their own agendas. They seek to silence your 
voices and diminish your ability to hold your government 
accountable.”
    Benson said she would spend the next four years fighting to 
“re-center our political discourse on the facts and the truth.”
    Whitmer wore mittens representing the state’s lower and 
upper peninsulas during the inaugural address.
    The governor asked the audience what makes a Michigander, 

listing things like pointing to their hometowns on their hands, 
having the peninsulas and Great Lakes on their cars, clothes 
and jewelry, and knowing that the Lions are on their way up. 
(“They’ve never lost a Super Bowl,” Whitmer joked.)
     “But what makes a Michigander? It’s not any of those things 
I just mentioned,” Whitmer said. “It’s our underdog spirit and 
our championship swagger. We are tough and we never shy 
away from hard work. Michiganders are competitive. Even if 
you count us out, look down on us, or fly over us, I promise 
you: we will defy your expectations.”
     Whitmer referenced several notable figures who hail from 
Michigan, including “a rapper from 8 Mile who taught us to 
lose ourselves in the moment. Sojourner from Battle Creek, 
born into slavery, who fought for liberation and women’s 
equality. Her last name was her legacy – Truth. A genre-
defining singer from Detroit who told us that we all deserve 
a little R-E-S-P-E-C-T. A young man from Saginaw, born 
without sight, whose voice lifts our souls” and “another from 
Iron Mountain who became one of the greatest basketball 
coaches to ever do it.”
     But Whitmer also acknowledged the millions of people 
whose stories people might not be as familiar with, including 
“centuries of Anishinaabe, who fought to preserve their 
culture and defend the Great Lakes that define us” and 
“generations of families who migrated here” and “built the 
middle class and the automobile with their bare hands.”
    “They saw our spectacular peninsulas as places of 
possibility. They came with nothing, looking for something,” 
Whitmer said. “That’s what Michigan is at its best: A beacon 
for anyone who has been counted out or left behind. The 
embodiment of hope, defined by hard work.”
     This article was printed with permission from Michigan 
Advance, an online publication. www.michiganadvance.com

 Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.

batteries, and chips.   
    Let’s empower every child—no matter where they live—
to pursue their potential by continuing to make record 
investments in education from preschool to post-secondary.   
    Let’s fight for our workers and ensure they can earn a 
good living and have great benefits including time with their 
families and quality, affordable health care.   
    Let’s reduce gun violence—the #1 killer of our kids in this 
country—by pursuing commonsense reforms.   
    Let’s repeal outdated laws limiting our freedom to control 
our own bodies and marry who we want.   
    Let’s tackle climate change head-on while: creating jobs, 
lowering costs, and protecting our air and our lakes, both 
Great and small.   
    If we reach across the aisle, bring people together in 
every region, and focus on solving problems, we can make 
Michigan a place where all people can envision a great future, 
no matter who they are, where they come from, or how much 
money they have in their pocket.   
    We have a lot of good work to do. I am more confident 
than ever that our future is bright because of you, my fellow 
Michiganders, the tough, hardworking people who call this 
place home.   
    How do you know a Michigander? There are a few telltale 
signs.   
    We show off our hometown with pride by pointing to our 
hands. Or our mittens.   
    We have the peninsulas or the Great Lakes on our cars, 
around our necks, and on our clothes.   
   We rock Stormy Kromers on our heads and put Carhartt on 
our backs to keep us warm.   
    We bleed maize and blue, but mostly green and white. At 
least in this town.   
   We swear by our favorite local craft beer and know that the 
Lions are on their way up. Hey… they’ve never lost a Super 
Bowl.   
    We know that Michigan is a special place, and we want to 
make it better for Michiganders today and those to come in 
the decades ahead.   
     But what makes a Michigander?   
     It’s not any of those things I just mentioned. It’s our 
underdog spirit and our championship swagger. We are tough 
and we never shy away from hard work. Michiganders are 
competitive. Even if you count us out, look down on us, or 
fly over us, I promise you: we will defy your expectations.   
     Over the next 4 years we will dig deep and get things done.   
   It’s what Michiganders do. We’ve got some famous ones 
you may know:   
    A rapper from 8 mile who taught us to lose ourselves in 
the moment.   
    Sojourner from Battle Creek, born into slavery who fought 
for liberation and women’s equality. Her last name was her 
legacy—Truth.   
    A genre-defining singer from Detroit who told us that we 
all deserve a little R-E-S-P-E-C-T.   
    A young man from Saginaw, born without sight, whose 
voice lifts our souls.   
    Another from Iron Mountain who became one of the 
greatest basketball coaches to ever do it.   
    And Hemingway, one of America’s greatest writers who 
spent his childhood summers in Petoskey and wrote, “the 
world is a fine place and worth fighting for.”   
    These are folks you may know. But there are millions you 
don’t.   
    Centuries of Anishinaabe, who fought to preserve 
their culture and defend the Great Lakes that define us. 
Generations of families who migrated here from across the 
country and around the world to escape poverty and violence 
or simply seek a better life. They built the middle class and 
the automobile with their bare hands.   
    They saw our spectacular peninsulas as places of 
possibility. They came with nothing, looking for something. 
They worked hard over centuries in hopes that their children 
and grandchildren would have a brighter future with more 
freedom and opportunity.   
   That’s what Michigan is at its best:   
    A beacon for anyone who has been counted out or left 
behind.   
    The embodiment of hope, defined by hard work.   
    Those of us who are lucky enough to be Michiganders 
know that. It’s why we love our state. For the next 4 years, 
our task is to ensure that every Michigander—present and 
future—can succeed.   
    Our message is simple: We’re putting the world on notice 
that your future is in Michigan.   
     If you want to have a great quality of life at a good cost of 
living, your future is in Michigan.   
    If you’ve got big dreams and an underdog spirit, your 
future is in Michigan.   
     If you want to come together to get things done, your 
future is in Michigan.   
     I am so excited to get to work. Let’s move Michigan 
forward! Thank you and happy new year! Drive safe and let’s 
go Lions.   
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Climate change prompts rise 
in toxic corn fungus, study says

By Jack Lyskawa
Capital News Service

    A toxin produced by a fungus in corn will increase over 
the next few years because of global warming, according to a 
Michigan State University study.
    From 2031-40, over 89.5% of the counties in 15 states will 
experience a rise in aflatoxin levels, according to the study in 
the Environmental Research Letters.
    Corn is mega-business in Michigan where the value of the 
2021 crop of corn used for grain topped $1.85 billion, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture statistics show. 
    That year, farmers in three counties planted at least 100,000 
acres of corn: Sanilac (108,000), Lenawee (107,000) and 
Huron (100,000). Overall, farmers in the state planted 2.35 
million acres, according to the department.
    Aflatoxin is a toxin produced by two fungi that can cause 
cancer. They typically grow near food crops and enter the corn 
through pollen tubes or through damage caused by insects. 
    Aflatoxins are the most prevalent natural liver carcinogen. 

Chronic levels of exposure can hinder child growth and 
nutrition, the study said. 
    The primary culprit? Climate change. 
    The two fungi that produce aflatoxins grow more readily 
in warm, dry climates. That’s why they’re most prevalent in 
Southern corn crops, the study said. 
    As climate change worsens and air becomes warmer and 
dryer, more corn crops will become contaminated with 
aflatoxins, it said. That will likely decrease the amount of 
healthy, clean corn available for those who rely on it for dietary 
and economic purposes. 
    How we collectively manage the problem over the coming 
years is a primary concern for agricultural scientists like David 
Hennessy, a production economist at Iowa State University 
who worked on the study while he was at Michigan State 
University. 
    “Part of the reason for writing this paper is to alert corn 
growers in the Midwest that this problem may be on the way to 
you,” Hennessy said. 
    The Midwest is likely to see the greatest rise in aflatoxin 
accumulation because its current climate is less dry and less 
warm than in the Southern U.S. The hotter the air in the Midwest 
becomes, the more likely these fungi are to grow there. 

    Another problem presented by the increase in aflatoxins is 
how it impacts animals. 
    If livestock like cows and pigs eat contaminated corn, farm 
production will decrease and less animal products will be 
available for consumption, Hennessy said.
    It’s a problem issue primarily in the U.S. because the type 
of corn most prone to aflatoxin contamination is fed to animals 
here, Hennessy said. 
    “It’s a problem because animals fed corn that is afflicted with 
aflatoxins won’t perform very well,” Hennessy said. “They’ll 
have reduced growth rates and so on. So there are limits on how 
much aflatoxin can be in corn fed to hogs, cattle and poultry.”
    Aflatoxins are regulated for both human and animal by the 
Food and Drug Administration, according to the study. Not 
many corn producers now experience great loss due to aflatoxin 
contamination, especially in the Midwestern Corn Belt and 
Northern states. 
    If the study’s projection is accurate, the risk of contamination 
will increase so significantly that clean corn may be in short 
supply. That could quickly become a global issue, as the U.S. 
Corn Belt is a major supplier of the crop across the world, 
Hennessy said. 
    For people in other countries who rely heavily on corn for 
food, that could adversely impact their way of life. 
    Food security would decrease as the Corn Belt sees an uptick 
in aflatoxin production, causing a ripple effect in some national 
economies, Hennessy said. 
     MSU student and climate activist Sarah Bill noted that an 
increased demand for clean corn could change how its market 
operates. 
    “If there’s only so much [corn] that doesn’t have aflatoxin 
in it, then people are going to buy it all and the price might 
increase,” Bill said. 
    Avoiding the myriad of issues that result from aflatoxin 
accumulation is critical over the coming years, Hennessy said. 
He and his colleagues identified a few mitigation strategies. 
    “There are papers in the literature that demonstrated, nearly 
two decades ago, that irrigated cropland was less prone to 
aflatoxin incursions than non-irrigated,” Hennessy said. 
“Where the aflatoxin is currently most prevalent is in the U.S. 
South and along the Great Plains, in particular Texas. But not 
when you go further north, because of the Ogallala aquifer.
    Northern states draw from an aquifer to provide the water, 
and that protects, in part because unlike rainfall, the water 
is available when needed. The stress that allows for [insect] 
incursions isn’t as likely to occur when the crop is irrigated.”
    These prevention measures are great for farmers and 
scientists, but what can the average person do to help?
     Much of the solutions require a large-scale effort. Scientists 
and researchers like Hennessy continue to work toward an 
answer every day. 
     But people like Bill say we can reduce the many negative 
effects of climate change, including aflatoxin production. 
    “I try to consume less energy because I know Americans 
consume about as much as anyone in any other country,” Bill 
said. “We always have air conditioning on and stuff like that, 
so I try to keep it off. No food waste, I’m trying to be better 
about that.”
     Jake Lyskawa writes for Great Lakes Echo.

Trinity Health Livingston receives 
Level IV Trauma Designation 
   Trinity Health Livingston recently received Level IV Trauma 
Designation from the state of Michigan. This designation means 
the hospital has demonstrated its ability to provide advanced 
trauma life support, including evaluation, stabilization and 
diagnostics, prior to transferring patients to a higher-level 
trauma center. 
    Trauma centers are ranked from levels one to four, with level 
one treating the most critical patients and level four providing 
initial evaluation, stabilization and transfer to a higher level of 
care as needed. 
    “Earning Level IV trauma certification is a significant 
accomplishment for our hospital and a tremendous benefit to 
the communities we serve in Livingston County,” said John 
O’Malley, president of Trinity Health Livingston and Trinity 
Health Medical Center – Brighton. “It’s something that takes 
a dedicated and hardworking team to achieve. I could not be 
prouder of our team’s accomplishments and the high-quality 
care they continue to provide our patients.” 
  Trinity Health Livingston is the only hospital in Livingston 
County and, as such, provides much needed high-level care 
to county residents. Level IV trauma designation means the 
hospital and trauma program ensures patients get the right care 
within the right amount of time, and have specially trained 
emergency doctors and nurses for trauma patients 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. 
   Trinity Health Livingston provides initial trauma evaluation 
for injuries and through its close relationship with Trinity Health 
Ann Arbor, a Level 1 Trauma Center, patients can be transferred 
to receive a higher level of care when needed. 
  To receive its trauma designation, Trinity Health Livingston 
developed written policies and procedures, acquired specific 
supplies and equipment for trauma patients, and created 
processes for ongoing improvements. This effort signifies a 
strong commitment and dedication from the hospital to the 
Livingston County community.


